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PI2025 #0048 – Live Securely And Happily   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Order, by definition, has restrictions and limitations, while disorder knows no bounds. " 

~ Natalie Angier   
Sunday, 

January 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,187,895,349,694. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,817 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.41%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,313,117,377,308. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $106,819. 

    

"They're worried [central banks] that the world will get wise to the central bank/fiat money racket, and 

maybe kill the beast. When you've got a great racket going, like taking control of a nation's money, you 

want to protect that racket." 

~ Richard Russell (in 2007) -  

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media report America’s Congressional legislators are moving in 

bipartisan fashion to advance Laken Riley Act giving immigration authorities more power to deal with 

illegal immigrant/migrant/refugee (IIMR) influx problem.  Laken Riley Act commemorates Laken 

Reily’s murder at hands of an IIMR individual, a case adding urgency to dealing with IIMR influx. 

 

"The difference between Congress and a drunken sailor? A drunken sailor spends his own money!" 

~ Howard Ruff   

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
“We, the American People” have been deluged with IIMR news for years.  Cost in suffering and 

taxpayer costs have been estimated in billions.  America’s politicians-legislators have used IIMR 

debacle as a means of trying to discredit rival politicians-legislators and sway American voters.  

Election 2024 legislative office winners were, reportedly, heavily skewed toward radical IIMR control. 

 

"Impeaching Bill Clinton was relatively easy, because state power was not threatened in any way." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

 



IIMR Is Not A Problem Unique to “Us, the American People.”  Few, if any, countries are immune to 

IIMR troubles.  Why there is not a world-wide initiative to correct socio-economic conditions 

prompting people to leave their homelands to get caught up in IIMR movements is atrocious.  People 

don’t flee their home countries absent cause. Research suggests oppression and suppression principals. 

 

"If this were a dictatorship, it'd be a heck of a lot easier, just so long as I'm the dictator." 

~ George W. Bush   

 

 
One Way Or Othe,r Lack Of viable socio-economic opportunity – for whatever reasons – looms as a 

major reason why people seek other places to live.  Geographic resources do not appear a significant 

reason why people flee.  Adversity, of one form or another, looks to be a driving force.  Adversity 

brought on by social system corruption stifling chances for people to live securely and happily. 

 

"If your income doubles, but all prices double, too, then you are not better off, are you? No. But if your 

income stays the same and prices go down, then you ARE better off, right? Of course your are! 

Welcome to the gold standard!” 

~ Mogambo Guru  

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss and replace them summarily. 
    

"In short, thanks to our money being gold, the standard of living of was increasing! People's lives were 

getting better! And they had more! And they bought more, although their nominal wages were exactly 

the same! And in fact, things were so good that workers were becoming overpaid! Overpaid labor! 

What a Utopia!" 

~ Mogambo Guru  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0047 – Legislators’ Lawful Exploitation Power 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure and the intelligent are full of doubt." 

~ Bertrand Russell   



Sunday, 

January 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,187,895,349,694. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,817 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.41%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,313,117,377,308. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $106,819. 

 

 
"The media and the activists march along with the serene confidence of a religious cult, convinced that 

the world is in imminent danger [global warming] and only they can save it." 

~ Bill Bonner   

 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” Congressional Senate Legislator, Bernie Sanders is calling for 

American workers to have a 32-hour work week - - - with no reduced compensation. Congressional 

Senate Legislator Sanders would, no doubt, if he could, have a law passed forcing America’s business 

owners to implement a 32-hour work week with no benefit losses.  Nice work, pushing people by law.  

 

"Many Americans have become embarrassed by the war in Iraq, but not out of any awakening as to its 

immoral nature." 

~ Butler Shaffer   

 

  



 

   
 

“We, the American People” would not be unreasonable were we to converge on Congressional Senate 

Legislator Sanders and require Legislator Sanders to show, unequivocally, exactly how Legislator 

Sanders proposes America’s employers are to get funds to support Legislator Sanders’s proposed 32-

hour, no compensation reduction work week.   Tax payers making up for shortfall doesn’t fly. 

 

"But what if a central bank, or the government that just sold debt to its central bank, then chooses to 

purchase equity of privately owned companies--not just debt, but actual ownership? What if this 

process has begun?" 

~ Gary North  

 

  



   
 

America’s Legislators Are Forever dreaming up schemes to make life better for “Us, the American 

People.”  At our expense.   America’s legislators will, odds are, declare their motives for every life-

bettering scheme heartfelt and aimed at eliminating stress from people’s lives.  Legislators will, odds 

are, tell one and all it is their duty to improve Americans’ lives.  They must, therefore, be re-elected. 

 

"We as a country can no longer allow money to be created by a fascist cartel of bankers and bureaucrats 

in Washington via printing presses and computer entries." 

~ Nelson Hultberg   

 

  
 



  
  

It’s Rather Safe To Say for every winner in politics, there is a loser.  Similarly, anti-tax cut legislators 

are, like as not, predisposed to argue tax cuts have a cost.  Taxpayers, invariably, pay for tax cuts.  

Legislators decide who among taxpayers gets to pay by using selective. arbitrary, and discriminatory 

legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R). SADLT&R is legislators’ lawful exploitation power. 

 

"If physical and human nature are too complicated to be predictable, the rationale for state control is 

swept away. To the controllists, the expression of this fact is a heresy that must be exorcised from our 

thinking." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

    



 

  
 

People Unyielding To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations without majority approval of voters.  They 

uphold Americans’ self-governing heritage. 
    

"The nanny state rests on the presupposition that the state must not allow people to learn from their 

mistakes. They must instead be prohibited from making mistakes. Result: They make far more mistakes 

and far worse ones." 

~ Gary North  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0046 – Will Be Chinese Territory 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Political means have never achieved anything but more political means." 

~ Francois Tremblay  



Sunday, 

January 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,187,895,349,694. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,817 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.41%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,313,117,377,308. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $106,819. 

 

"Truly there is an actual conflict at the root of history but it is not the one most people understand or 

see. It is the great struggle between freedom and despotism, between the individual and the state, 

between the voluntary means and coercion." 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 

 
According to “Our, the American People’s” media, Xi Jinping’s words were clear and direct: “People 

on both sides of the Taiwan Strait are one family” and added, “No one can sever our family bonds, and 

no one can stop the historical trend of national reunification.”   It would be unwise for anyone to 

interpret Xi’s words than other than Xi’s view Taiwan is part of China and will be Chinese territory. 

 

"The government gave the central bankers--a private cartel--monopoly status in issuing or controlling 

the nation's currency. In exchange, the central bank guaranteed--not in writing--that it would be a lender 

to the government." 

~ Gary North  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Mid-Twentieth Century break with mainland China included leading defeated 

Republic of China from Taiwan.  Xi Jinping, titular People’s Republic of China chief of state, is 

considered holding a view Taiwanese Chinese people are part of China’s mainland population by virtue 

of Chinese Communist Party’s defeat of Chiang Kai-shek’s regime. Not an untried territorial struggle. 

 

"The thread that connects all their thought is the idea that society is more capable than government 

elites in shaping a prosperous order." 

~ Lew Rockwell   

 

 
“We, the American People” are far removed from a time when Mid-east Strongman Sadaam Husein 

decided Iraq should have Kwait.  America blood was shed on Iraqi sand.  Russia’s President Putin is 

two years’ trying to take Ukraine.  Should China’s Xi Jinping decide to lasso Taiwan, America could 

be drawn in.  President-to-be Donald J. Trump might need a Canadian alliance to keep China in tow. 

 



"Humanity is now confronted with the choice of whether “society” is to continue being thought of in 

terms of institutionalized interests, or is to reflect the varied and spontaneous relationships that emerge 

from the interactions of free men and women?" 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

 
Media Have It China Is Planet Earth’s second most powerful nation.  Second most powerful nation 

with a ship-building capacity 200 times larger than America’s.  Formidable force should China go after 

Taiwan and America steam and fly to Taiwan’s defense.  President Trump would need deliver an 

overwhelming ward-off strike rendering China’s sustainable war-making feeble.  Nasty urge, conquest. 

 

"Even after all the evidence that the war on terror has produced ever more terrorism – and this evidence 

is offered up by the government’s own statistics – the champions of the war on terror cannot think their 

way out of the intellectual trap into which their ideology of force has locked them." 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 



 
People Serious About Living In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens use their private property.  They 

fiercely protect their most vital right – individual property ownership.  Protecting property is protecting 

life. 
     

"Since those who orchestrated, directed, and cheered on this criminal act [the invasion of Iraq] will 

never be held to account for their wrongdoing in any meaningful way, they ought to at least suffer 

public humiliation for their behavior." 

~ Butler Shaffer  
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0045 – To Control Property Use  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"By identifying ourselves with any abstraction (such as the state) we give up the integrated life, the 

sense of wholeness that can be found only within each of us. " 

~ Butler Shaffer  
Sunday, 

January 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,187,895,349,694. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,817 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.41%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,313,117,377,308. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $106,819. 

 

"Who is so evil, so dastardly, so despicable as to screw with such a successful system? Note the dark 

and gloomy soundtrack of wolves howling and the distant screams of people being eaten alive. The 

banks and the government! It's always the damned banks and the damned government!" 

~ Mogambo Guru 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Government, No Matter How “We, the American People” decide to size up taxation end up, once all 

fanciful ideas are dissected, figure out, aims to control property (wealth) and choice (Liberty).  

Legislators who go after direct property (wealth) control pass and enact laws enabling them to 

confiscate (tax) property (wealth). Those opting for less taxation use policies to control property use. 

 

"Despite the tendency of central bankers to argue that consumers are better served by rising prices 

rather than falling prices, 'deflation' was never a real threat to Japan. On the contrary, falling consumer 

prices are one of the natural rewards that people enjoy in market economies. " 

~ Peter Schiff   

 

 
Critics Of “Our, the American People’s” legislators who vie for less tax often claim tax cuts benefit 

wealthy people while subjecting unwealthy people to lives of poverty and grim drudgery. ‘Tax less’ 



and ‘tax more’ legislative camps, in a representative Constitutional government system (like America), 

are supposed to answer to sovereign citizenries to keep ordinary people from government coercion.  

 

"We have acted like country bumpkins at the state fair with the egg money who, having been fleeced 

by a bunch of carnival sharpies, look everywhere for someone to blame other than ourselves." 

~ Butler Shaffer   

 

 
Government Duress (Government Lawful Coercion through selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory 

legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R)) amounts to making “Us, the American People” 

lawful vassalage.  Not by whips and chains or forced labor.  Rather, by government’s lawful; power to 

exact portions of people’s fruits of labor to subsidize government policies, programs, and projects. 

 

"...That to secure these Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from 

the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these 

Ends, it the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,...." 

~ U.S. Declaration of Independence  

 



 
Government Justifies Property (Wealth) Confiscation (taxation) by rationalizing national need for 

security, safety, defense, and general welfare.  Were we, and ordinary people word-around, to abolish 

government’s SADLT&R power, governments would not be able to wage war for any reason due lack 

of financial resources. Troubles like terrorism would face similar barriers to financial backing for fear. 

 

"The problem is not that we have 'the wrong people in power,' but the fact that the power exists in the 

first place." 

~ Francois Tremblay  

 



 
People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations or subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They keep 

government from meddling in employer-employee affairs. 
 

"No problem is so pressing and so monumental that heads of state can't get together and turn it into a 

carnival sideshow." 

~ Bill Bonner  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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