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PI2026 #0048 – Consistent With Their Mindsets 
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(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“Government-to-government foreign aid promotes statism, centralized planning, socialism, 

dependence, pauperization, inefficiency, and waste.” 

~ Henry Hazlit  

Tuesday, 

January 20th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 

 

“The proliferation of bureaucrats and its invariable accompaniment, much heavier tax levies on the 

productive part of the population, are the recognizable signs, not of a great, but of a decaying society. 

Historians know that both phenomena were especially marked in the declining eras of the Roman 

Empire in the West and of its successor state, the Eastern or Byzantine Empire.” 

~ William Henry Chamberlin  

 
Those Of “Us, the American People” who think President Donald J. Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill (BBB) 

is better than sliced bread because, if for no other reason, BBB keeps tax rates from reverting to 

previous higher levels, would be smart to do some digging on America’s legislative system. President 

Donald J.’s BBB might be thought of as a permanent law. Given permanent laws, if in fact, exist. 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

“See if the law takes from some persons what belongs to them, and gives it to other persons to whom it 

does not belong. See if the law benefits one citizen at the expense of another by doing what the citizen 

himself cannot do without committing a crime. Then abolish this law without delay, for it is not only an 

evil itself, but also it is a fertile source for further evils because it invites reprisals.” 

~ Frédéric Bastiat  
 

 
In Theory, According To AI Sources, permanent laws are part of America’s United States Code. So-

called permanent laws are referred to as laws having a long-term effect. Constitutional amendment can  

cause laws to be repealed.  “We, the American People” would be fools to expect laws can not be altered, 

outright abandoned, rescinded, or replaced by other laws as America’s legislators deem to their liking. 
 

“Do not ever say that the desire to “do good” by force is a good motive. Neither power-lust nor stupidity 

are good motives.” 

~ Ayn Rand  
 

 
America’s Political System, From A Legislative election point of view, operates to change laws based 

on how voters perceive elected officials will rev0lutionize (or sustain) government. “Our, the American 

People’s” legislators and would-be legislators are empowered by America’s commonwealth, federal 

(U.S./National), and state Constitutions to enact laws legislators find consistent with their mindsets. 
 



“Government ought to be as much open to improvement as anything which appertains to man, instead 

of which it has been monopolized from age to age, by the most ignorant and vicious of the human 

race.?” 

~ Thomas Paine  
 

 
Whether President Donald J. Trump’s BBB will, in fact, keep tax rates from reverting to previous 

higher levels remains to be seen.  Given our cultural dissimilarities and expectations for government to 

cater to our needs and wants, there is no telling how coming elections will seat legislators who will 

write new tax laws, tax laws effectively rendering President Donald J. Trump’s BBG wishful thinking. 
 

“Painful as it may be to hear it, there’s nothing special about the people of this country that sets them 

apart from the other people of the world. It is the Bill of Rights, and only the Bill of Rights, that keeps 

us from becoming the world’s biggest banana republic. ” 

~ Alexander Hope 
 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty would not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere in business matters between private citizens in any way so long 

as those dealings are free of fraudulent behavior by all parties and do not encourage threats to national 



security by foreign powers or known enemies of These United States of America..  They would exercise 

citizen sovereignty and protect their property. 
 

“Most of the major ills of the world have been caused by well-meaning people who ignored the 

principle of individual freedom, except as applied to themselves, and who were obsessed with fanatical 

zeal to improve the lot of mankind-in-the-mass through some pet formula of their own.” 

~ Henry Grady Weaver 
 

 
Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“Something appears to have gone wrong; a liberal and compassionate social policy has bred all sorts 

of unanticipated and perverse consequences.” 

~ Irving Kristol  

Tuesday, 

January 20th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 
 

 
 

“Given man’s nature, freedom will always be in jeopardy, and the only question that need concern each 

of us is if and how well we took our stand in its defense during the short period of time when we were 

potentially a part of the struggle.” 

~ Benjamin Rogge  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Media Report To”Us, the American People” President Donald J. Trump is prepared to use America’s 

Insurrection Act to quell riotous Minnesota protests against ICE.  Why, exactly, there needs be an 

Insurrection Act is unclear.  Presumably, Insurrection Act powers enable government (America’s 

President, especially) to assure civil unrest does not work to undermine American citizens’ rights. 
 

“It seems that wherever the Welfare State is involved, the moral precept, “Thou shalt not steal,” 

becomes altered to say: “Thou shalt not steal, except for what thou deemest to be a worthy cause, where 

thou thinkest that thou canst use the loot for a better purpose than wouldst the victim of the theft.”” 

~ F. A. Harper  



   
 

  
 

“We, the American People,” arguably, if we are, in fact sovereign, self-governing citizens, would be 

in authority to advise government if America’s civil rights are menaced (not be told by government 

those rights are imperiled) and let government act as officials warrants. Supposedly America’s Posse 

Comitatus Act guards against civil military force except by Constitutional or Congressional action. 
 

“We must remember that the principal instrument of government is coercion and that our government 

officials are no more moral, omnipotent, nor omniscient than are any of the rest of us. ” 

~ W. C. Mullendore  
 



  
 

    
 

Use Of Force Is Use Of Force, whether use of force be initiated by people against government, 

government against people, or government against government. Minnesota government has claimed 

raids and stops conducted by ICE and DHS unConstitutional. “Our, the American People’s” 

commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions, supposedly, are superior over laws. 
 

“No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.” 

~ James Madison  



 

  
 

  
 

Oddly. While America’s Laws are supposed to uphold Constitutionality, there is constant debate over 

law versus Constitutionality.  Systemically, America’s courts decide if laws are rooted in 

Constitutionality.  We would be sharp-witted to know courts are operated by officers, judge, and jury 

who act on their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB).  PAVB are not immutable.  Impasse. 

   

“Let not him who is houseless pull down the house of another, but let him work diligently to build one 

for himself, thus by example assuring that his own shall be safe from violence.” 

~ Abraham Lincoln  
 



  
 

    



 

 People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators, or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend these United States.   They would exercise their citizen 

sovereignty and forbid it 
 

“When something approaching a free economy has existed, it has always worked better than the 

schemes of any planners.” 

~ Thomas H. Barber  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Tuesday, 

January 20th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 



///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (How Close Were We?) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

How Close Were We? 

To all MAGA Americans: Hold the line, stand with your President, and let's 

help him destroy the tyranny and “Liberate” our Constitutional Republic! 

BETH ANN  

 

JAN 16 
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Upgrade to paid 

1-16-2026 

When I think about all the “fixing of America” that President Trump has had to do: restore 

our diminished oil reserves, bring down prices for consumers, working on solving the 

housing crisis, renegotiate the unfair trade deals, deport millions of illegal aliens, find and 

rescue hundreds of thousands of missing children, restore Title IX, issue an Executive 

Order declaring there are only two genders, finally win the “war on drugs,” stop wars hither 

and yonder, take out the Iranian nukes, working on purchasing Greenland, never-ending 

exposure of FAKE news, flip the food pyramid for a healthier America, restore MILK to our 

kid’s school lunches, investigating fraud all over the place, implementing DOGE to find 

fraud and wasteful spending, downsize government bureaucracy, and of course, the latest 

but not the least (unfortunately) investigate the billions of dollars stolen from Americans by 

the Minnesota Somalian community… When I contemplate all the troubles that President 

Trump and his administration are continuing to attack and solve, I wonder How Close 

Were We in America to no longer being America? 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.oJj30c5MGmI108tjBTLVwIoE0kvmtQodrwr8jMFBJPE?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=184817705
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I sit and watch the rioting crowds in Minnesota and Portland and I wonder; how ignorant 

can people be? I watch Mayor Frey and Governor Tampon make their speeches as they call 

for more protesting, and again, I wonder how ignorant can people be? 

Upgrade to paid 

For years we’ve listened to radical politicians tell us over and over and over again, “No one 

is above the law” – which translated, “We’re going to invent stories and crimes and then 

indict Trump on numerous invented felony charges and then repeat over and over again - 

No one is above the law.” But it is now obvious that Democrats have no laws. 

They can attempt assassination. 

They can unlawfully charge a police officer for murder, withhold truth and evidence that 

proves he’s innocent and then put him in jail for a murder he did not commit. 

Democrats can hang out with Jeffery Epstein in his pool, then ignore lawful subpoenas and 

no one is arrested or held accountable. But if republicans ignore a subpoena, they are 

thrown in prison, because “No one is above the law.” 

Democrats can disobey Federal laws and federal authorities. They can literally look into 

the camera and say, “We are declaring a civil war against the current administration, 

against the Federal government,” and no one is arrested; because democrats have no 

laws! 

WOKE Democrat doctors can’t define a woman, cannot speak the truth that a man (male) 

cannot get pregnant, and yet still keep their medical license… SERIOUSLY? Democrats 

called for the revocation of the medical licenses of all the doctors working with Secretary 

of Health, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

For years Americans have been lied to about what’s in our food. We’ve been told the wrong 

foods to eat, diabetes has risen, people have died OR their lives severely limited, and yet, 

no one has been held responsible; and I doubt anyone ever will be. We have an epidemic of 

mental illness, chronic illnesses, drug addictions, obesity and auto immune diseases. 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.oJj30c5MGmI108tjBTLVwIoE0kvmtQodrwr8jMFBJPE?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=184817705


Americans are fatter and less healthy than we’ve ever been and we are less healthy than 

people in other countries. We are an unhealthy nation in every sense of the word. 

Upgrade to paid 

Is it because the radicals (democrats and RINOs) hate President Trump that they deny all 

truth and commonsense? Or is it because allowing truth to prevail infringes on their profit 

margins and their political power? 

Truth will help Americans – Truth is Freeing and its Liberating; Lies, however, seem to 

protect and prop up politicians and their bought and paid for media. Lies enslave the 

citizens and encourage violent protestors, and even cause death. 

When I list all these things, and the list is not complete, I can’t help but wonder how close 

we were as a nation to falling completely into the oblivion of the third world status. After 

all, isn’t that why the democrats opened our borders and invited all the third world trash to 

come in and invade us? If we had an honest media, things would never have gotten this far, 

this ugly and this violent. We would not be experiencing the tyranny being initiated by the 

Democrat Party. Tyranny! The democrats believed that if they turned us into a third world 

dictator “democracy,” they would forever hold the positions of power. Americans, 

however, had a different idea; we believe in Liberty and we elected President Trump to 

clean up the mess all those DC occupiers have created! 

We elected President Trump to deport all these illegal aliens… and he’s getting it done! 

Americans need to hold the line and continue to stand with President Trump and continue 

to support ICE. 

I’ve heard it mentioned that watching ICE is scary and MAGA’s support is weakening. I 

remember warning all of us before President Trump’s election that it wasn’t going to be 

pretty. Arrests are usually not pretty but they are necessary. 

Upgrade to paid 

The following is from an unknown origin (unknown to me). I wanted to share this with all of 

you today, because I believe it is a great analysis to just how much President Trump is 

doing. It is an example of the great leadership of President Trump’s move on Venezuela. It 
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is my opinion, that all that President Trump does has numerous objectives, as he has the 

rare talent of seeing a very large picture and solving problems… 

The attack on Venezuela: 

In truth, it’s not about drugs, not about terror, and not about oil. At least not the way people 

think. They’re missing the point. 

Venezuela sits on the largest oil reserves on Earth, over 300 billion barrels worth nearly $17 

trillion. But here’s the twist, the United States doesn’t need that oil. China does. China 

buys nearly 90% of Venezuela’s crude, almost all of Iran’s oil, and a massive share of 

Russia’s exports. 

Trump understood something most leaders ignore. Power doesn’t come from owning 

energy, it comes from controlling who gets it. Destabilize Venezuela, and pressure Iran at 

the same time... China suddenly loses 70% of its non-U.S. regulated oil supply. Leaving 

China no fuel for a Taiwan war, no energy for AI dominance, no BRICS currency replacing 

the dollar. 

(BRICS: Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, which was designed to decrease 

dependence on the US dollar) 

No shots fired, no war declared... just leverage. 

As Marco Rubio put it, we don’t need Venezuelan oil, but we will not allow this 

hemisphere’s energy to be controlled by America’s adversaries. 

This isn’t chaos, this isn’t luck, this is President Trump playing the long game; outthinking 

rivals, reshaping alliances, and winning without asking permission. That’s not 

recklessness that’s strategy. ■ 

Upgrade to paid 

I might not always agree with President Trump, but I also have to confess, I do not know or 

see all the things he has knowledge of. 
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To all MAGA Americans: Hold the line, stand with your President, and let’s help him 

destroy the tyranny and “Liberate” our Constitutional Republic! 

Bring America Home© 

 

 

 

Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Immuno 150 - The 70 minerals are the key! 

Power the Future - Homepage 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0045 – Or Find Another Job 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“The right most valued by all civilized men is the right to be left alone.” 

~ Justice Louis Brandeis  

Tuesday, 

January 20th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     
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U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 
 

 
 

“The king has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent Swarms of Officers to harass our People 

and eat out their substance.” 

~ Declaration of Independence  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

   
“Our, the American People’s” media report President Adonald J. Trump would like people to be able 

to use their 401(K) savings to buy a house.  Trouble is, according to media, refunding 401(K) withdraw 

al would be complicated.  Complicated.  Government 410(K) policy makers could make it easy.  

Doubtful they would, without an incentive. Our incentive to them could be, “Do it, or find another job.” 

 



“We boast that we are responsible persons, but we vote for candidates who promise us special 

privileges, government pensions, government subsidies, and government electricity.” 

~ Dean Russell  
 

  
 

  
“We, the American People” have inordinately complicated government because we are not angry 

enough to act like sovereign, self-governing people.  We could get government out of our savings plans 

entirely.  If we were mad enough to do it.  We could have more simplified government.  If we were 

mad enough to have it.  We could have greater freedom of choice. If we were mad enough. 
 

“The beneficial effect of state intervention, especially in the form of legislation, is direct, immediate, 

and so to speak, visible, while its evil effects are gradual and indirect and lay out of sight ….” 

~ A. V. Dicey  
 



   
 

  
Government Could - And Government Would, get along with less complexity, were government 

forced by “Us, the American People” to make government less complex and less complicated. Trouble 

is, we have allowed government to require us to ask permission, rather than requiring government to 

ask permission.  And - - - we’ve done so by giving government interpretive Constitutional authority. 
 

“It must be obvious that liberty necessarily means freedom to choose foolishly as well as wisely; 

freedom to choose evil as well as good; freedom to enjoy the rewards of good judgment, and freedom 

to suffer the penalties of bad judgment. If this is not true, the word “freedom” has no meaning.” 

~ Ben Moreell  
 



   
 

  
We Need Look No Further than legislative election campaign intensity to empower candidates with 

positional authority to make their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  

Legislators/Politicians know Constitutionality is a matter of who controls legislature majority votes.  

They know they have interpretive power to make laws fit their PAVB and declare them Constitutional. 
 

“There is nothing new in state interventionism. It is as old and reactionary as societal organization 

itself. Always, when it permeates the body politic, it kills the nation.” 

~ Spruille Braden  



 

   
 

  
 

People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to prohibit or restrict private ownership of firearms and ammunition from any citizen of good 

repute and responsible standing. They exercise citizen sovereignty and self-government to uphold their right to 

defend themselves and prevent tyranny. 
 

“Throughout forty centuries of human experience, price controls at their best have always been a 

miserable failure. At their worst, they have led to famine and bloodshed – to defeat and to disaster.” 

~ Irving S. Olds  
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~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  
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“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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