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PI2025 #0084 – To Pay For Government 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"The only non-controversial - or at least logically defensible - measure of success is that which is 

produced by the free market itself without coercion or undue advantage from an outside authority." 

~ Chris Mack  
Tuesday, 

January 21st,2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"The facetiousness of the situation comes from the way the U.S. has gotten the business of empire so 

backward. It provides protection (for the world) at its own expense and forgets to send a bill. It opens 

the world to 'free trade,' and then loses market share." 

~ Bill Bonner  

 

 
Ir Is Extraordinary How, when heavy hitters and high rollers offer solutions to deal with “Our, the 

American People’s” nation debt and deficit, increasing taxes on someone is center stage. Solutions 

whereby they who are least directly responsible for America’s national debt are called on to sacrifice 

their property (wealth) to pay down America’s debt.  They indirectly responsible seat they who are. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"Just about anytime somebody in a position of power does something incredibly stupid, unbelievably 

arrogant or outrageously illegal they usually claim it was "God's will.'" 

~ Doug Thompson  

 

 
“We, the American People” could put a stop to rising national debt by doing two things.  1. Rescind 

legislators’ lawful authority to engage in deficit spending.  2. Abolish direct taxation and selective, 

arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R). Deficit spending is 

debt’s midwife. SADLT&R and direct taxation make all property (wealth) government owned. 

 

"The mass state, while obscenely expensive, dangerous and even ridiculous, is the present reality of 

the United States. Imminent federal biometric ID cards courtesy of the REAL ID Act are just one more 

symbol of this ongoing massification and American totalitarianism. The Congress won’t impeach – to 

impeach its heart, its hands, or its head is to commit suicide. A pleasant fantasy for the rest of us, but 

that is all." 

~ Karen Kwiatkowski   

 



 
Neither Deficit Spending Nor Spiraling National debt are unavoidable to “Us, the American People.” 

We can do away with debt by holding government budgets within government revenue.  We can do 

away with deficit spending by doing away with direct taxation and requiring all government spending 

to be kept within tax-generated revenue.  Tax-generated revenue from commerce taxes exclusively. 

 

"Democracy is the most vile form of government... democracies have ever been spectacles of 

turbulence and contention: have ever been found incompatible with personal security or the rights of 

property: and have in general been as short in their lives as they have been violent in their deaths." 

~ James Madison  

 



 
All – All – Taxes Are Paid, directly or indirectly, from income derived from sales. It is consumers who, 

by trading their money for goods and services, serve up every penny to pay every tax levied for any 

purpose.  Consumers. Sales.  There is no need for any tax other than commerce taxes levied by local 

taxing authorities when approved by local voters.  No other taxes are necessary to pay for government. 

 

"Imagine it. The U.S. military, the biggest socialist program on earth, using violence to open up 'free 

markets' and teach property rights: The irony may be lost on some Americans, but how must it look 

from the Middle East and Asia?" 

~ Scott Horton   

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They rebuke 

and recall errant officials forthwith. 
   

"The problem is not that soldiers are stupid. They are not. Rather it is (I think) that they become 

excessively taken with the technology and power of their weapons, with the computers and precision 



and speed, with themselves, and just do not stop to ponder the difficulty of killing hornets with a 

howitzer." 

~ Fred Reed  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0083 – For A Caffeine Fix 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"Consider carefully every article you read about politicians, governments, and those who support them. 

When you do, you will find nothing more than theft disguised as logic, charity, and goodness." 

~ Wes Alexander  
Tuesday, 

January 21st,2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
"Since the 8th century in China, every experiment with fiat money has ended in disaster, many times 

destroying the middle class, that group that protects society from the barbarians." 

~ Lawrence Parks  

 

  



 

   
 

Famed Oracle Of Omoha, Warren Buffett, media tells “Us, the American People” it’s a really good 

idea to minimize taxes in investments.  Helps return-on-investment (ROI) grow faster.  Warren Buffett 

is among a handful of Planet Earth’s richest people.  One would think someone like such would know 

their stuff.  Financial stuff.  Mr. Buffett advises to invest in non-taxable things.  Smart when available. 

 

"It cannot be repeated TOO OFTEN that the Constitution is a limitation on the GOVERNMENT, and 

NOT on individuals.” 

~ Albert Burns   

   
 



   
 

 

“We, the American People” would be as well-advised to never think government is not looking for 

never-ending ways to confiscate people’s property (wealth) and restrict people’s choice (Liberty).  We 

would be smart to direct our investments toward instruments giving us an ROI outdistancing inflation. 

Avoiding taxes is great.  At least as important is gaining enough net worth to outpace inflation. 

 

"The basic Constitution, itself, was a statement of strictly limited governmental powers. Then the great 

Bill of Rights was added to even further define what the government COULD NOT DO!!!" 

~ Albert Burns  

 

   
 

   



 

Asset Accrual Is, Without Doubt a sound way to become less financially dependent. It should never 

escape our recognition there is no such thing as a sure thing.  We can only get beer and chips with 

American dollars at places where American dollars are accepted. Reality is not all businesses accept 

cash.  Stop buy without plastic, you can be out of luck and have to look elsewhere for a caffeine fix. 

 

"The state – whatever its form – is terror, for it depends upon threats and violence to obtain obedience 

to its will." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

  



 

  
 

Media Report Mr. Buffett Is Big on real estate to maximize ROI. Real estate offers opportunities for 

faster than normal asset growth in, say, commodity markets. Not all real estate deals are deals.  Property 

ownership entails keeping property fit for use to produce income.  Keeping property fit means paying 

for anything needed to have property ready for profitable use.  Appreciation may not exceed such costs. 

 

"Most people would rather not involve themselves in politics." 

~ Ron Paul  

 

  
 



  
 

People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact, impose, or increase taxes without securing a majority vote approval 

in all jurisdictions          
 

 "Currency without gold redeemability means currency-issuance (i.e., inflation) without limits." 

~ Alex Wallenwein  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0082 – Are Sure To Collapse  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Soldiers and insurgents alike operate from the premise that their lives exist so that they may be 

serviceable to the systems for which they fight and for which they are prepared to die.” 

~ Butler Shaffer  



Tuesday, 

January 21st,2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"In Rick Maybury's words, 'we cannot possibly kill terrorists as quickly as the State Department is 

creating them.'" 

~ Lawrence Parks  

 

  
New President, Old Business. Media have it President Donald J. Trump will declare a national energy 

emergency to inaugurate his plan to boost domestic energy production.  In theory, more production 

means more energy available, means lower prices. Prices, though, have a way of following cost-of 

sales. Businesses have to profit, regardless product availability, or businesses goes out of business. 

 

"The United States is a republic, not a democracy. The difference is that in a republic, the rights of the 

minority may not be overturned by majority vote." 

~ Vin Suprynowicz 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
President Trump’s Emergency Energy Plan would, among other measures, free up federal land for 

energy development.  President Trump’s plan is in contrast to his predecessor’s efforts to keep federal 

lands in a ‘hands-off’ status to advance climate change policy.  Legislators with opposing political 

ideologies don’t make for stability in “Our, the American People’s” ordinary work-a-day lives. 

 

"The institutionally-centered forms with their command-and-control mechanisms that have long 

represented Western societies are eroding; and the established interests that have benefited from such 

systems are in a life-and-death struggle to resist their demise." 

~ Butler Shaffer   

 

 
“We, the American People” can take odds President Donald J. Trump will spend a lot of his initial 

time in his second-go-round working to stop policies put in place by his political rival predecessor.  No 

way for voters to know if President Donald J. is aiming true until voters see results in their net worth 

and paycheck pudding.  We’d be fools to expect political betterment in a politically volatile society. 

 

"Following a public outcry, the Pentagon said it would close the office--news that would have sounded 

more convincing had it not come from a place that just announced it was planning to spread 

misinformation." 

~ Daniel Jurtzman  



 

 
It Would Be Wishful Thinking for “Us, the American People” to expect a new 1600 Pennsylvania 

Avenue occupant will mean President Donald J’s loyal Congressional opposition will not be hard at 

work telling us President Donald J. is taking America down a path to rack and ruin and, if we don’t 

force him out, America and Milky Way Galaxy are sure to collapse before Independence Day, 2025.  

 

"American political debate is enveloped by the ideology of free trade, but 'free trade' does not actually 

describe the global economic system. A more accurate description would be 'managed trade' - a dense 

web of bargaining and deal-making among governments and multinational corporations, all with self-

interested objectives that the marketplace doesn't determine or deliver." 

~ William Greider   

 

 
People Electing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They 

dismiss elected leaders who put them at risk. 
 

"The suicide-bomber is but the full extension of what is implicit in politics: institutionalized violence.." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 



Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0081 – Revolutionary memes 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

We Wait For Elections 

"Coercion kills generosity and charity and, yes, service. It substitutes forced taking and labor for free 

giving." 

~ Tibor Machan 
Tuesday, 

January 21st,2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"I saw in States’ rights the only availing check upon the absolutism of the sovereign will, and secession 

filled me with hope, not as the destruction but as the redemption of Democracy . . . .." 

~ Lord Acton  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Two Media Articles Cast Sobering anticipation light on American Election Day 2025.  Articles reflect 

a single word. Uncertainty. Neither “We, the American People,” nor people anywhere, need be 

uncertain how life will be under new governments.  Government ambiguity happens because legislators 

seek power to make their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory. 

 

"The arguments in favor of the constitutionality of legal tender paper currency tend directly to break 

down the barriers which separate a government of limited powers from a government resting in the 

unrestrained will of Congress." 

~ Justice Stephen Field  

 

 
It’s Not Only Legislators. “Our, the American Peoples” President Taft observed people have an 

irresistible urge to tell other people how to act. All legislative-judicial systems operate by PAVB.  As 

do organizations of Faith. Popes and residents (clerics and legislators) are tireless in their effort to 

control people’s behavior.  Legislators-judges use rule of law; clerics use fear of reprisal (by deities). 

 

"In effect, our monetary system constitutes institutional stealing. And, just as the Nazis passed laws to 

make their actions legal, the financial sector has, in a similar, but in a much more sophisticated way, 

perverted our political system.” 

~ Lawrence Parks  

 



 
There Is No Rational Rason why President-about-to-be Donald J. Trump’s Administration-about-to-

be should have power to inflict fear of uncertainty in “Us, the American People.”  Weare, as a sovereign 

citizenry, a self-governing people.  As such, we need not endure any untoward behavior by government 

officials.  We can oust untoward government officials if need be. Trouble is, we wait for elections. 

 

"An unconstitutional act is not a law; it confers no rights; it imposes no duties. It is, in legal 

contemplation, as inoperative as though it had never been passed." 

~ Norton v. Shelby County, 118 U.S. 425   

 

 
Apprehension Of Life Under President Donald J. Trump in America and, by foreign policy extension, 

in other nations is categorically unnecessary.  Not to say people will not always be trying to impose 



their will on other people.   We, as a sovereign citizenry, and people elsewhere who aim to be sovereign 

citizenries, can swarm on tyrants and other oppressors, and run them out of town.  If we are willing. 

 

"To suggest that there is a free market and no manipulation for gold is absurd on its face." 

~ Lawrence Parks  

 

 
People Deermined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect self-government by exercising citizen 

sovereignty. 
 

 "If you start with a standing military, replete with high-ranking officers anxious to further their careers; 

add a presidential administration and a few hundred Congressmen eager for bloc support, campaign 

contributions, and cushy jobs after leaving office; then add a few dozen large corporations armed with 

lobbyists and poised to make huge profits from war; you get wars." 

~ Brad Edmonds  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 



~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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