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PI2025 #0092 – Would Be Overly Optimistic  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Government is an incubus, a parasite, incapable of producing anything in its own right, and instead 

feeds off the vital energies and productive ability of the producers." 

~ Justin Raimondo  
Thursday, 

January 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"The world improvers such as Hitler and Alexander propose to do it by force. The whole thing is a 

fraud, beginning with a lie...developing into a farce...and ending in disaster." 

~ Bill Bonner   

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media is running news of early signs of trouble in Trump-Vance 

paradise.  One needs be careful not to read authenticity into news claiming Vice-President J.D. Vance 

didn’t have a like broad vision of President Donals J. Trump’s Day One pardons for some 1,500 

‘January 6th’ pardons.  Could just be convoluted disinformation-misinformation-distraction delusion. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"The clowns in Washington DC imagine that they sit astride a Superpower. Absorbed in fantasies of 

invading countries and remaking the world in America's image, little do our deluded leaders realize 

that America is in the hands of our Chinese and Japanese creditors. " 

~ Paul Craig Roberts  

 

 
Birthright Citizenship Denial, Reportedly, could be another bone of contention.  “We, the American 

People” would not be in error to say children are innocent.  Particularly so, at their first moments of 

birth.  There could be an argument for altering America’s federal (U. S./National) Constitution to 

restrict birthright citizenship to children born of U.S. citizens.  Won’t satisfy open borders advocates. 

 

"If 'government' is defined as a system with a monopoly on the lawful use of force, such force can only 

be exercised against the lives and property of individuals". 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 



 
If It Comes As A Surprise To “Us, the American People” there would be agreement departures between 

America’s presidents and vice-presidents, we do not have a grip on motives pushing people to gain 

legislative office.  They who go after legislative office seek power to make their personal attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  Or, at very least, to corral differing PAVB influence. 

 

"By a continuing process of inflation, government can confiscate, secretly and unobserved, an 

important part of the wealth of their citizens." 

~ John Maynard Keynes  

 

 
It Would Be Overly Optimistic for those of us who envisioned a Donald J. Trump return to 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue as an elixir for socio-economic annoyance or to quiet external threats to 

America’s way of life.  Tyrants are born every day.  No nation is capable of suppressing people’s desire 

to have lawful (or, if not lawful, brutal) force over people.  Aggression is deep-rooted in human nature. 

 

"The great turning point of American foreign policy came in the early 1890s, during the second 

Cleveland Administration. It was then that the U.S. turned sharply and permanently from a foreign 



policy of peace and non-intervention to an aggressive program of economic and political expansion 

abroad." 

~ Murray N. Rothbard  

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to overrule Commonwealth/State (10th Amendment) Sovereignty as 

determined and defined by citizens of those respective Commonwealths and States.  They dismiss and 

recall elected leaders who put them at risk. 
 

"Only a psychopath would stand in the midst of thousands of security guards and speak of 'the force of 

human freedom.'" 

~ Harry Browne  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0091 – Expect Government To settle  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"Slugs and ferrets rule the world with low cunning." 

~ Fred Reed  
Thursday, 

January 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 

 
"The world economy, as the Soviet economy before it, will also succumb to the sudden death syndrome, 

because it has lost the faculty of economic calculation." 

~~ Antal E. Fekete   

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

   
It’s All But A Categorical Statement to say government policies divide people.  There’s a media 

opinion-writer article floating around claiming “Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. 

Trump delivered his Inaugural 2025 ’unity’ address by attacking his fellow Americans.  Not hard to 

make a case for DEI, pronoun, gender diversity advocates, and climate change champions. Not hard. 

 

"The director of the slippery slope to totalitarianism has beckoned his citizens, and they are responding 

with enthusiasm to his encouragement." 

~ Brian Cloughley  



   
 

   
 

“We, the American People” are not to be delivered from government-sponsored cultural division 

anytime soon.  Maybe not ever.  Not while we expect government to, somehow, satisfy our discontent.  

Discontent with our lot, discontent with perceived disadvantage and discrimination, discontent with 

our neighbor’s bigger house, discontent with having to live with people who don’t believe as do we. 

 

"Deficits mean future tax increases, pure and simple. Deficit spending should be viewed as a tax on 

future generations, and politicians who create deficits should be exposed as--TAX HIKERS." 

~ Ron Paul  



 

  

  
 

Those Of “Us, the American People” who fancy ourselves as advocates for Liberty, if we are really 

intent on living by Liberty, don’t expect government to settle socio-economic disparity. Nonetheless, 

we are bound by law to grapple with government’s ‘leveling’ system of selective, arbitrary, and 

discriminatory legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R). Little more divisive than SADLT&R. 

 

"It's simply not possible to both spend and save or invest the same money. Try it." 

~ Ed Henry  



 

  
 

 

  
 

SADLT&R Is A Thorn In Liberty’s Side because we, a passive sovereign citizenry, allow legislatures 

and courts to exercise personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) when legislating and adjudicating.  

Opinion piece writer at all in touch, Election 2024 did nothing by way of uniting us, apart from, 

possibly, affirming aims of those who voted for Election 2044 legislative office winners. Divided still. 



 

"If you can make the world a better place by killing people in Baghdad and Fallujah, why not kill them 

in Tehran too? And why stop there? Why not take out a group in Paris...or Washington? Why not 

smother your mother-in-law or silence a rap star?" 

~ Bill Bonner  

 

  
 

 
 

People Gritty Enough  To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th 

Amendment powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect self-government by 

exercising citizen sovereignty. 
  

"Perhaps they will look back at George W. Bush's State of the Union Address, and gape at how a nation 

that couldn't save a dime thought it could save the entire world." 

~ Mogambo Guru  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0090 – To Force His Compliance 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

 "[a]n unconstitutional act is not a law; it confers no rights; it imposes no duties...; it is, in legal 

contemplation, as inoperative as though it had never been passed." 

~ Norton v. Shelby County, 118 U.S. 425, 442 
Thursday, 

January 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"Inasmuch as . . .  all too many Americans is to presume that the Wise Men on the Potomac will take 

timely and thorough action either to prevent a crisis from breaking out at all, or (if a crisis proves to be 

unavoidable) to protect common Americans from financial ruin . . .." 

~ Edwin Vieira  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump wasted no time infuriating those who are 

deep into multi-gender identification.  Nothing like alienating people with opposing cultural ideas than 

oneself.   Given Presidential ‘orders’ are to be treated as law, then America’s federal executive branch 

employees and appointees will be in violation of President Trump’s male or female-exclusive edict. 

 

"At every crucial point since the outbreak of the Civil War . . . Congress, the President, and the Judiciary 

have wrapped this country more securely . . .  in the coils of unsound money and dishonest banking, . 

. . enabling the Establishment to exert an ever greater, ever more pernicious influence over every 

American's economic and political life.” 

~ Edwin Vieira 

 



 
“We, the American People” could see long lines at court houses over President Donald J.’s ‘war on 

gender.’   It stands to be a hard argument, Constitutionally speaking, for either side.  Lawyers on all 

sides are sure to come up with arguments based on some Constitutional precept to support their 

respective cases. Public opinion court might come down on requiring all to act like mature adults. 

 

"What would we make of an American president whose Secret Service was made up of foreigners hired 

by the government of Hamid Karzai?" 

~ Tom Englehardt 

 



 
There Is A Distinct Difference between a right and a demand. A right, in theory, can not be denied.  

Unless someone acts to warrant right-satisfaction taken away.  And, inherent rights are a far cry from 

legal rights.  Thern, there’s a wee small matter of enforcement.  Were, for example, a court, say, 

America’s Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) rule against Trump policy, might be hot air. 

 

"In time it will become clear to everyone that support for the policies of pre-emptive war and 

interventionist nation-building will have much greater significance than the removal of Saddam 

Hussein itself." 

~ Ron Paul  

 

 
Law Enforcement Resides, By And Large, with America’s government executive branches.  Should 

SCOTUS tell President Donald J. he may not deny anyone their innate right to self-identify as a Water 



Buffalo, President Donald J. would, by implication, require his own Justice Department to force his 

compliance.  Could be a titillating stand-off between presidential security detachment and police. 

 

"A right of conscience cannot exist apart from the right of property. How can anyone have a 

responsibility to control what's done with his property without a right to control what's done with his 

property?" 

~ Barry Loberfeld  

 

 
People Committed To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere in health matters between private citizens and their 

physicians.  They uphold patient-doctor authority and privacy. 
 

"As the state grows, one’s sense of self-ownership is destroyed, liberty is traded for 'security,' the 

human spirit diminishes, rates of time preference increase, and the citizenry increasingly thinks and 

behaves like dependent children." 

~ Eric Englund  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 



 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0089 – Applied At Governmental Whim 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Governments have physical force—control over a society’s most decisive means of dispensing 

violence." 

~ Robert Higgs  
Thursday, 

January 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"Fiscal irresponsibility, a buccaneering foreign policy, a disregard for the Constitution, the barest lip 

service as a response to profound moral controversies: these do not qualify as authentically 

conservative values." 

~ Tom Engelhardt 

 

 
“We, the American People” who might have believed President Donald J. Trump would storm in and 

have his way are in for a rude awakening.  One of America’s heavy-hitting media outlets is running an 

article by a law professor who is unequivocal.  President Trump’s actions are unConstitutional.  While 

it might be a rude awakening, it’s not unConstitutional if President Trump can bring his action off. 

 

"And what will they try? It will be, as if you had to be told, more of the same thing that got us into this 

mess! Hahahaha! More money and credit and deficit-spending! Hahahaha! What idiots! And we elected 

them! Hahahaha! So WE'RE the idiots! Hahahaha!" 

~ Mogambo Guru   

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
“Our, the American People’s” ‘Legislators-in-Chiefs’ are no different than many a legislator and 

magistrate.  Constitutionality is nothing more than interpretation.  Once legislators and judges make 

their Constitutional interpretation law, it’s another matter entirely.  No longer is it penetrating discourse 

over pizza and beer.  Now, people’s lives are affected. People’s lives are affected by lawful coercion. 

 

"Do you think the French Revolution happened because prices for consumer staples deflated after their 

government printed up all that money? Hahaha! You think that the misery of Weimar Germany was 

caused by food being cheaper after the government printed up all that money? Again, I say, or chortle 

mirthlessly, as you knew I would, "Hahaha!" 

~ Mogambo Guru 

 

 
For Two-And-A-Half Hundred Years America’s legislators and judges have foisted their lawfully 

compulsory personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) on “Us, the American People.” PAVB 

legislator and magistrate use to have us do their will as they interpret America’s Constitutions to mean 

in terms of how government shall inflict order on socio-economic goings-on.  Whther we like it or not. 

 

"Instead, government officials--politicians, bureaucrats and their advisors--get to confiscate private 

property in taxes and other takings and they get to say to what ends these will be contributed.” 

~ Tibor Machan 

 



 
Major Disagreements Over Socio-Economic matters have yet to be resolved by legislative or related 

court action.  Personal firearms and abortion, along with government control over America’s education 

system are cases in point.  There are no lasting standards either legislator or magistrate can apply when 

confronted with socio-economic dispute.  Only precedents. Precedents applied at governmental whim. 

 

"Americans must face the hard fact that, as far as money and banking are concerned, this country and 

the political class that misrules it have come to a final parting of the ways." 

~ Edwin Vieira  

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 

 

"Americans owe no allegiance, let alone obedience, to unconstitutional acts or to the criminals who 

perpetrate them. See Title 18, United States Code, Sections 241 and 242. " 

~ Edwin Vieira 
 

 Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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