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(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“Man exists for his own sake and not to add a laborer to the State.” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Friday, 

January 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 

 

“He is free who lives as he wishes to live; who is neither subject to compulsion nor to hindrance, nor 

to force; whose movements to action are not impeded, whose desires attain their purpose, and who does 

not fall into that which he would avoid.” 

~ Epictetus .  
 

 
References Consulted Verifiable, Someone who is ‘super rich,’ can have a net worth of under 

$800,000.  Media articles continually report demands for people who are ‘super rich’ to have their 

wealth confiscated and redistributed to those who are not ‘super rich.’ “We, the American People” 

would be smart to be keenly skeptical of calls for ‘super rich’ people to have their wealth confiscated. 

 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“For your own good” is a persuasive argument that will eventually make a man agree to his own 

destruction.” 

~ Janet Frame 

 

 
One Example Of Someone Who is ‘super rich’ is someone who has an annual income of at least 

$1,000,000.  Other examples cite varying amounts.  It might occur to “Us, the American People,” given 

examples of ‘super rich’ people are meaningful, America’s IRS is already taxing ‘super rich’ people.  

They demanding ‘super rich’ be taxed more justify demands by saying ‘super rich’ are too powerful. 

 

“Complete and accurate surveillance as a means of control is probably a practical impossibility.” 

~ Victor Ferkiss1969  
 

 
Presumably, Super Rich’ Are Too Powerful because they are able to exert comparatively too much 

influence on people in positions of lawful authority.  It would be wise for us to bear in mind “Our, the 

American People’s” government officials have no more power than we, voters of a sovereign citizenry, 

allow our government officials to exert.  We can, if we so choose, abolish laws we find unfitting. 

 



“We are willing enough to praise freedom when it is safely tucked away in the past and cannot be a 

nuisance. In the present, amidst dangers whose outcome we cannot foresee, we get nervous about her, 

and admit censorship.” 

~ E. M. Forster  
 

 
We Are Hopeless Fools To Think allowing government to control property (wealth) will, somehow, 

make life better for everyone.  Historical records, along with everyday examples of government 

largesse, offer examples of how putting more wealth in government hands has not, in all time, elevated 

quality of life for anyone who did not learn how to cultivate their own improvement.  Determination. 

 

“Being tolerant does not mean that I share another one’s belief. But it does mean that I acknowledge 

another one’s right to believe, and obey, his own conscience.” 

~ Victor Frankl  
 



 
People Resolved To Live In Liberty would not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to interfere in business matters between private citizens in any way so long as those dealings 

are free of fraudulent behavior by all parties and do not encourage threats to national security by foreign powers 

or known enemies of These United States of America..  They would exercise citizen sovereignty and protect 

their property. 
 

“The more laws the more offenders.” 

~ Thomas Fuller  
 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0059 – We Scratch Our Heads 
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(Liberty Over License)  
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(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“Of all the tyrannies on human kindthe worst is that which persecutes the mind.” 

~ John Dryden  

Friday, 

January 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 
 

 
 

“It is better, so the Fourth Amendment teaches us, that the guilty sometimes go free than the citizens 

be subject to easy arrest.” 

~ William O. Douglas  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

  
 

Detractors Against Newly Elected Virginia Governor Abigail Spanberger are bellowing familiar cries: 

Governor Spanberger is wasting no time trying to turn Virginia into a replica of protest-torn Minneapolis.  In 

part, because Spanberger  rescinded her predecessor’s pledge to have Virginia law enforcement work with 

federal law enforcement to round up illegals.  Voters get their franchise goods. 

 

“Foolish liberals who are trying to read the Second Amendment out of the constitution by claiming it’s 

not an individual right or that it’s too much of a safety hazard don’t see the danger of the big picture.” 

~ Alan Dershowitz 
 



   
 

  
 

It Would Be Utterly Pointless for Virginia voters, if Virginia voters at large concur with Spanberger critics, to 

protest Spanberger’s alleged efforts to reform Virginia. ”We, the American People,” whether or not America’s 

election system produces as voters expect, have no one to blame for elections gone wrong.  We have power to 

limit government officials’ power to all but nil.  If we choose.  Choose. 

 

“The privacy and dignity of our citizens [are] being whittled away by sometimes imperceptible steps..” 

~ William O. Douglas   
 



  
 

   
 

“Our, the American People’s” election (government) system is no more reliable or predictable today than when 

Ben Franklin told an inquirer America’s government was a republic if Americans could keep it.  Franklin’s 

observation is no less perceptive now. Citizens, sovereign or not, have power of numbers to shape government 

as they choose.  Or, people, sovereign or not, can wait to be told. 

 

“Abuse of power isn’t limited to bad guys in other nations. It happens in our own country if we’re not 

vigilant.” 

~ Clint Eastwood 



 

  
 

  
 

It Would Be Smart for “Us, the American People” to bear in mind Libertry does not come knocking on our 

doors.  At best, legislative office candidates come knocking on our doors asking for our votes to let them make 

their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory. And, give them our votes, we do.  And 

they make their PAVB lawfully compulsory.  And we scratch our heads. 



 

“Any time we deny any citizen the full exercise of his constitutional rights, we are weakening our own 

claim to them.” 

~ Dwight David Eisenhower  
 

  
 

  
 

People Dedicated To Living In Liberty allow legislators, or other public officials within These United States of 

America, to disregard these precepts?  They wouldn’t.  They would exercise their citizen sovereignty and sustain 

self-government to preserve freedom, liberty, and independence. 



 

“Here in America we are descended in spirit from revolutionaries and rebels – men and women who 

dare to dissent from accepted doctrine.” 

~ Dwight D. Eisenhower  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Friday, 

January 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Courageous Women) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Courageous Women 

Breaking the rules, not the law! 

BETH ANN  

 

JAN 19 
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Upgrade to paid 

1-19-2026 

Today is a federal holiday, yet most people are working! My office is on the block with the 

County Courthouse, People’s Bank, Commerce Bank and then the Post Office. When there 

is a federal holiday there is little to no traffic and it feels a little eerie with the quiet, but it 

does lend one some silence to think. So, I got to thinkin’… I know it’s Martin Luther 

King’s Day, but l want to look at the women on the bus… 

Recently, on January 14, 2026, Claudette Colvin, a lesser-known figure who took a stand 

against racial discrimination as a teenager in Montgomery, Alabama, died at age 86. 

Nine months before Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus, 15-year-old 

Claudette Colvin refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a city bus in 

Montgomery, Alabama. 

“History had me glued to the seat,” the civil rights pioneer told the Guardian. “It felt as if 

Harriet Tubman’s hand was pushing me down on the one shoulder, and Sojourner 

Truth’s hand was pushing me down on the other. Learning about those two women gave 

me the courage to remain seated that day.” 

She aspired to become a civil rights lawyer and when the bus driver ordered her to move, 

she responded, “It’s my constitutional right to sit here as much as that lady. I paid my 

fare.” 

While Claudette Colvin was the first to “keep her seat” for Liberty, the civil rights leaders 

chose Rosa Parks as the face of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. Claudette was only fifteen 

when she refused to give up her seat. She was darker skinned than Rosa Parks, pregnant 

and poverty stricken. Parks, on the other hand, was an adult, and a respected NAACP 

secretary with a “middle-class look,” making her a more palatable symbol for the 

movement. Colvin’s defiance came months before Parks’ refusal to move to the back of 

the bus, but leaders opted for Parks’ more “respectable” image to gain broader support, 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.-BWIe7I26Vwk2G1S929edfqMs9xRSRNVvqsOz0esbg4?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=185114834


ultimately overshadowing Colvin’s crucial role in the legal challenge that eventually 

desegregated buses. 

I find it interesting how they were picking and choosing their defiant activists according to 

their “palatability.” 

“One thing especially bothered me – we Black students constantly put ourselves down,” 

Claudette commented in “Twice Toward Justice”, “The N-word – we were saying it to each 

other, to ourselves. I’d hear that word and I would start crying. I wouldn’t let people use it 

around me.” 

After her arrest, she grew close with Parks. Other Courageous Black women followed her 

lead, refusing to surrender their seats, including Mary Louise Smith, Aurelia Browder and 

Susie McDonald. They brought the groundbreaking Browder v. Gayle lawsuit that resulted 

in Montgomery’s segregated bus system being declared unconstitutional. 

“When it comes to justice, there is no easy way to get it,” she said. “You can’t sugarcoat 

it. You have to take a stand and say, ‘This is not right.’” Claudette said. 

The police officers who arrested them should have been disciplined and schooled on the 

Constitution. They didn’t need to be fired or cancelled, but they did need an education on 

the Constitution. 

We fought a civil war to FREE those who were in slavery. The democrats want another civil 

war, but it has nothing to do with freedom of any race, it has nothing to do with equality, it 

has everything to do with their gluttony for power, their hate for America, and their loyalty 

to MARXISM. 

Upgrade to paid 

Breaking the rules, not the law! 

These brave women, who took a stand by taking a seat, are not at all like the protestors we 

see today, who are protesting against ICE. (There’s really no comparison.) Today’s 

protestors against ICE are breaking the law. While these women, might have been breaking 

a “bus rule,” as they claimed their seat on the bus, they were standing up for their equal 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.-BWIe7I26Vwk2G1S929edfqMs9xRSRNVvqsOz0esbg4?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=185114834


rights, under the 19th Amendment. The protestors are breaking the laws, attacking others, 

and damaging property. 

There is no comparison of these courageous women to the late Renee Good, anti ICE 

rioter. Renee was breaking the law, not for equal rights for anyone. She was certainly not 

standing for women’s rights or protecting children. Renee Good, perhaps ignorant from the 

truth, was protecting child molesters, rapists, murders, thieves, drug traffickers and 

human traffickers. Renee Good and her partner thought they were playing a game with the 

ICE agents; but it is a dangerous and deadly game when you resist arrest and step on the 

gas while Federal agents are surrounding your vehicle. Renee Good was not courageous, 

she was foolish and she paid the ultimate price for her unlawful behavior. 

Upgrade to paid 

Our nation has come a long way. However, the democrats will have you believe we have 

not! Yes, there are still individuals who hold prejudices in their hearts; that’s a heart 

problem for them, but there is no systemic racism within our government. We have highly 

educated people of all colors in this nation. There are no people of color being deprived of 

broadband or the internet. There are no people of any color being denied a drivers’ license 

or any other ID. Those are lies for which I cannot believe anyone is so gullible to swallow. 

These deceptions, which the democrats love to spin, intend to keep people of color 

enslaved and dependent on a new master, the government welfare system. Democrats 

love to make people victims, instead of victorious. 

The Democrat Party turned their back on God a long time ago, and when they did so, they 

turned their back on America. They turned their backs on all Americans. Those they 

demean and abuse the most are America’s poorest whites and America’s black brothers 

and sisters. The Democrat Party systemically gaslights, demeans and holds others down, 

refusing them school choice and keeping their communities and neighborhoods plagued 

with crime. They absolutely hate the American Dream; it’s not a white thing, it’s an 

American ideology and it is a good thing! 

The courageous women claiming their seat on the bus, were standing for Equality. 

Democrats push equity, which tells people that they are never going to be good enough. 
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All men are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness! Holding people down and 

tying them to the government’s apron strings is not Freedom and it is not Liberty; it is un-

American! 

Today is a Federal Holiday for which we should rejoice and remember those courageous 

women who stood up for your right to sit on the bus! 

Bring America Home© 

Upgrade to paid 
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Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“Freedom suppressed and again regained bites with keener fangs than freedom never endangered.” 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero  

Friday, 

January 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,423,196,221,012. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,301 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,614,856,862,407. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,810; every citizen $112,632. 

 

“The cry has been that when war is declared, all opposition should therefore be hushed. If the doctrine 

be admitted, rulers have only to declare war and they are screened at once from scrutiny.” 

~ William Ellery Channing  
 

 
A Couple Days Back, Canada’s Prime Minister (PM) Mark Carney spoke  2,040-odd words to let “Us, the 

American People,” and anyone caring to know, things are not to be as they were, and Canada would forge 

civilization’s path to reality, honesty and a time when value-based relationships matter, because Canada’s 

equipped to lead reform because, partly, Canada’s people are Earth’s best educated. 

 

“A right is not what someone gives you; it’s what no one can take from you.” 

~ Ramsey Clark 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Prime Minister Carney’s Reform Theme is based on, in his characterization, by taking signs saying, “Workers 

of the world, unite” from windows. Such signs, according to PM Carney, were placed to keep people from being 

put upon for not going along with reformers’ revolutionary aims.  Despite flowering rhetoric, PM Carney’s 

2,040-word oratory left out details on forming values-based relationships. 

 

“The Bill of Rights is a born rebel. It reeks with sedition. In every clause it shakes its fist in the face of 

constituted authority … It is the one guarantee of human freedom to the American people.” 

~ Frank I. Cobb  
 

 
PM Carney’s Lack OF revolutionary Detail ought not come as a surprise to anyone who pays attention to those 

who seek lawful power over their fellow Earthlings.  Whatever their reasons, results of their power to force 

lawful change counts.  PM Carney is on record saying government’s first priority should be making its domestic 

economy strong.  PM Carney doesn’t mention his source of Oracle authority. 



 

“Men in authority will always think that criticism of their policies is dangerous. They will always 

equate their policies with patriotism, and find criticism subversive.” 

~ Henry Steele Commager  
 

 
There Is No Body Of Evidence Convincingly showing governments know any more about making strong 

economies than do aborigines in civilization’s remotest corners.  Economies are, left without government 

regulation, people trading goods and services for goods and services.  Traders decide if their trades are mutually 

beneficial.  PM Carney and his ilk would use force to dictate trade value. 

 

“It will be found an unjust and unwise jealousy to deprive a man of his natural liberty upon a supposition that 

he may abuse it.” 

~ Oliver Cromwell  

 

 
People Intending To Live In liberty do not allow legislators, or other public officials within These United States 

of America, permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond  specific 

Constitutional constraint?  They wouldn’t.  They would exercise their self-government prerogative. 
 



“Freedom is not a luxury that we can indulge in when at last we have security and prosperity and 

enlightenment; it is, rather, antecedent to all of these, for without it we can have neither security nor 

prosperity nor enlightenment.” 

~ Henry Steele Commager  
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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