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PI2025 #0104 – Than Are Other People 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"All power is limited by definite boundaries and laws. No power is absolute, infinite, unbridled, 

arbitrary, and lawless. Every power is bound to laws, right, and equity." 

~ Johannes Althusius  
Sunday, 

January 26th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"The selection of government rulers by means of popular elections makes it essentially impossible for 

a harmless or decent person to ever rise to the top." 

~ Hans-Herman Hoppe  

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump is racking up an ever-growing enemy list.  

Media report President Donald J. issued e-mail pink slips to 17 federal inspectors-general who’d been 

appointed during President Donald J.’s first term.  Donald J. critics are likely to swoop like eagles after 

surface-hugging fish.  Could make a case for inspectors-general or Donald J. changing perspectives. 

 

"Politics could not function in a democracy without the votes of the terminally gullible. Terminally 

gullible voters are always in the hip pockets of whichever political party they belong to. People in a 

politician's hip pocket spend most of their lives being sat on." 

~ Gary North 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
“We, the American People,” if we expect government to be unbiased, fair, consistent, politically 

neutral, and all those wonderful things government is supposed to do whilst serving citizens (as 

opposed to subjects), would require our chief government executives to fire inspectors-general only 

when inspectors-general are incompetent, or for cause.  But - chief government executives are political. 

 

"The logic is flawless: when a private business accidentally kills 146 people, we need to increase the 

power of the government, an entity that deliberately kills millions." 

~ Gene Callahan  

 

 
There Is A Remedy For “Us, the American People” to use in minimizing upheaval caused by chief 

government executives’ political bias, and political bias ingrained in virtually all legislators and judges. 



Prohibit legislators and judges from involving themselves in socio-economic problem-solving.  

Legislators and magistrates are no less inclined to want lawful power over people, than are other people. 

 

"Yes, I killed innocent people for our government. I feel like I've had a hand in some sort of evil lie at 

the hands of our government. I just feel embarrassed, ashamed about it." 

~ Jimmy Massey   

 

 
Legislative-Judicial Power Applied to socio-economic discord gets all but nowhere other than to cause 

feuding camps to feud more intensely.  Ir’s as much our fault for allowing legislator and judge more 

lawful authority than necessary.  Laws do little more, if anything more, than to divide winners and 

losers. We could limit judges to a singular role.  Forcing waring sides to reach an agreement. None but. 

 

"The Fed's 'bills' enter circulation, indirectly as a loan. Interest is being paid on every one, in that it is 

being paid on the bank credit that 'bought' the bills. My homemade 20s and 50s, though, enter 

circulation interest-free. So who's the bigger crook: the 'legal' counterfeiter, or the do-it-yourselfer?" 

~ Paul Hein  

 

 



People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect their lives and property against “State” 

intrusion. 
 

"The state, being grounded in a network of lies and contradictions held together by force, is always 

threatened by truth.” 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0103 – If Not Instructed Otherwise 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The nice thing about being president is that I don't have to answer to anyone, people have to answer 

to me." 

~ George Bush  
Sunday, 

January 26th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 



GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 

 
"Would you be willing to die to remove Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq? If the answer is no, then 

anything you have to say about the world being a better place now - about collateral damage - about 

the glory of soldiers sacrificing their lives for their country - is meaningless. " 

~ Harry Browne  

 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

Behaviorist-Humorist Dr. Murray Banks observed no matter a person’s behavior, there is always a 

reason.  Media report social media ‘conservatives’ are upset with Vice-President J.D. Vance because 

of  - such a great reason - with whom Vice-President Vance did his first media interview. Social media 

conservatives claim Vic-President J.D. should have had his first interview with a conservative host.  

 

"State collectivism does not begin at the point of a gun, but culminates there. Its origins are to be found 

in our attitudes about the independence of individuals who choose, for whatever their reason, to live 

outside prescribed herds." 

~ Butler Shaffer   



 

 
 

  
 

“We, the American People” who are ardent believers in how we assimilate political notions fall victim 

to a long-standing error of shooting messengers because we don’t like their message.  It would be folly, 

were we to tell trusted friends or advisors not to say something we do not want to hear.  Deceased 

famous and infamous talk show host, Rush Limbaugh, argued liberals should be heard, not suppressed. 

 

"How did so many conservatives, who normally don't trust their government to run a public school 

down the street, come to believe that federal bureaucrats could transform an entire nation in the alien 

culture of the Middle East?" 

~ John Tierney  

  



  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” first order of business, when confronting undesirable socio-economic 

annoyances is to define how it is those socio-economic annoyances come about. Problem-solving’s 

foremost useful step is definition.  Problem-solving is far more evasive when problems at hand are not 

articulated with clarity.  A business with low sales needs to figure out why customers don’t show up. 

 

"When Bush says that torture is not indicative of American values, he is speaking of the old America, 

the America of restraint, the America that did not believe that the ends justify the means, a classically 

educated America that understood that hubris brings nemesis." 

~ Paul Craig Roberts  



 

  
 

  
 

Politicians-Legislators Will Go About making their personal attitudes, values and beliefs (PAVB) 

lawfully compulsory if it is not readily apparent they are to uphold and protect PAVB held by “Us, the 

American People” who are their employers, and we will dismiss them if they don’t do as we say. A 

Pennsylvania commonwealth state senator noted he’d do as he decided if not instructed otherwise. 

 

"Democracy (majority rule) and private property are incompatible." 

~ Hans-Herman Hoppe  

 

  



 

  
 

People Resolved To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
    

"The advocates of big government either don't recognize that plunder is at the heart of the state. Or 

they don't care." 

~ Sheldon Richman  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0102 – Not A Quick Fix 

ASK A HORSE 



(Liberty Over License)  

"Overgrown military establishments are under any form of government inauspicious to liberty, and are 

to be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty." 

~ George Washington   
Sunday, 

January 26th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"I didn't just find a misleading statistic or pronouncement here and there, now and then. I found it (and 

still do) every day, in every way, throughout the most respected information sources in the country, but 

most especially from-no surprise-our government. This phenomenon isn't the exception. It's the rule." 

~ Marilyn vos Savant  

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump, shortly after taking office, ordered 

remotely-working federal employees back to work.  Remotely-working federal employees were not 

happy, vowed local businesses boycott.   How one could have known businesses boycotted by unhappy 

remotely-working workers told to go back to their offices were in league with Donald J. is unknown. 

 

“By using every logical error known to mankind in an effort to further one or another special interest, 

we have begun to reap what we have sown--the seeds of intellectual weakness and mental disorder." 

~ Marilyn vos Savant  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Action, Reaction.  Washington, D.C.  Mayor is reported backing President Donald J. Trump’s back-

to-work order for a practical reason.  More people in area to patronize local businesses.  “We, the 

American People,” given more-or-less split Election 2024 presidential vote, are, no doubt, taking sides.  

There is a fundamental question on who gets to decide where an employer’s employee is to work. 

 

"You might be a fascist if you believe that the proper way to decide whether a casino should be built 

in your hometown is to vote on the idea." 

~ Russell Madden   

 

 
President Donald J. Trump, If Nothing else, is working at ruffling every feather within bureaucracy’s 

sight.  Might not be a bad idea for more than a few of those ruffled feathers to settle down, find their 

roost.  Before they are plucked, and have to find an available roost elsewhere.  Government employees, 

while they are perceived, at least, to have comparative job security, are not unconditionally guaranteed.  

 

"In order to advance its interests – and of those who control its apparatuses – the state encourages us 

to demand immediate benefits that will only be paid for much later, and by others." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 



 
Donald J. Trump’s Presidency, Thus Far, has upset fruit baskets in all directions. How fruit basket 

owners will turn baskets over and refill them remains to be seen.  It Could take “Us, the American 

People,” acting as sovereign citizenry referees, to resolve some major sticking points between President 

Donald J. and those he is irritating.  Not a quick fix, given we are, will likely be, split over Donald J. 

 

"I peer through the periscope of the Mogambo Bunker, and note that things just keep getting more and 

more weird. Holding gold in one hand and a powerful handgun in the other seems to calm me down. I 

am calming down." 

~ Mogambo Guru  

 



 
People Anticipating Life In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

"The one factor that allows brute force to prevail, i.e., the willingness of men and women to subordinate 

themselves to the violence of others. Political systems are strong because we have chosen to be weak; 

the state is immune from responsibility for its actions because we choose to be irresponsible for our 

own lives and actions.” 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0101 – By Such Power Exertion 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Justice without force is powerless; force without justice is tyrannical." 

~ Blaise Pascal  

Sunday, 

January 26th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"Wherever economic exploitation has been for any reason either impracticable or unprofitable, the 

State has never come into existence; government has existed, but the State, never." 

~ Albert Jay Nock 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” Congressional House legislators have introduced a bill for a 

Constitution amendment allowing President Doanld J. Trump to serve a third term.  Completely 

unnecessary. America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution limits America’s president s to two terms. 

There is nothing – nothing- to stop American voters from writing in any legislator indefinite times. 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

"Based on the idea of natural rights, government secures those rights to the individual by strictly 

negative intervention, making justice costless and easy of access; and beyond that it does not go." 

~ Albert Jay Nock 

 

 
America’s Legislators, Contrary To, shall we say, popular, belief, do not serve America’s 

commonwealth, federal (U.S./National) or state Constitutions.  Representatives (legislators) swear to 

uphold Constitutional precepts, and, by doing so, to serve “Us, the American People.”  It is up to us, a 

sovereign citizenry, not America’s Constitutions, how often we elect our representatives. Up to us. 

 

"Take the State wherever found, striking into its history at any point, one sees no way to differentiate 

the activities of its founders, administrators and beneficiaries from those of a professional-criminal 

class." 

~ Albert Jay Nock  

 

 
When It Comes To How “We, the American People” decide who shall be our representatives, we are 

akin to a jury.  A jury with nullification power. It is we, not pieces of paper, who decide who shall be 



our representatives.  Juries are not bound by law.  Juries are bound only by their agreement on outcome. 

Were juries bound otherwise, or we to elect representatives, we would live under legislative tyranny. 

 

"If we assume that the individual has an indisputable right to life, we must concede that he has a similar 

right to the enjoyment of the products of his labor. " 

~ Frank Chodorov  

 

 
Donald J. Trump Being Elected for a third term ought be a lesser concern for us, if we expect to have 

freedom in our lives.  Our greater concern ought be to eradicate legislators’ power to confiscate 

property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty).  Government solutions to any problem are inherently 

rooted in lawful power to confiscate and restrict.  By such power exertion, are we shackled by debt. 

 

"We are prone to elect people who say what we want to hear, thereby putting in leadership positions 

more people who seek votes simply as a means to power, and fewer people of great stature. And perhaps 

the greatest irony of all, then, is that with this system, the people who have the least economic success 

have the most influence on our economy." 

~ Marilyn vos Savant  

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere in health matters between private citizens and their physicians. 

They uphold their right to make their medical decisions with no intrusion by “The State.” 
  

"Iraq has shown the world that power has limits. No government can rule by force of arms alone. No 

policy can be imposed on a country whose citizens are opposed to the policy. In the end, governments 

are nothing but small, well-armed minorities attempting to impose its will on everyone else. They can 

be held at bay and even overthrown if the people resist." 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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