
PI2025 #0109-0112 01282025 letsgofirstclass.com 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0112 – To Tip Election Scales   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"American politicians of both political parties are addicted to spending. And like any other addict, they 

will go to extreme lengths to procure the money to support their habit." 

~ Jack Kemp  
Tuesday, 

January 28th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"The existence of the state leads to the development and promotion of parasitism. As tax-receivers, it 

is possible for the occupants of the state to live without working, i.e., without having to give the tax-

payers something they consider worthwhile in return." 

~ Hans-Herman Hoppe 

 

 
It Wouldn’t Be Off Base to characterize “Our, the American People’s” presidency under Donald J. 

Trump as a study in contrasts.  One of our larger media outlets is, reportedly, conducting a stud to 

record just how much Donald J. Trump’s presidency is a study in contrast by surveying voters who 

went for Kamala Harris in Election 2024 against those who went for Donald J. Trump in Election 2024. 

 

"There is no social good in politics or politicians." 

~ Frank Chodorov 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
One Media Article Reporting Harris-Trump voter survey includes observations from voters in both 

Harris/Trump camps.   Observations range, not unexpectedly, from total commitment to total rejection. 

“We, the American People” are, without doubt, intensely split over how government ought to operate 

in America’s public interest.  Views expressed toward legislators show no reconciliation likelihood. 

 

"As final judge in all matters of conflict, the occupants of the state are in a position to actually cause 

and to provoke conflict in order to then "solve" it to their own advantage.” 

~ Hans-Herman Hoppe   

 



 
One Reported Observation From A Trump supporter was, in part, a desire to see President Donald J. 

Trump use more discernment. Discernment. Lexicons have long lists of words revealing discernment 

meaning.  Pick a word for discernment, wouldn’t be hard to cite examples where President Donald J. 

is exercising discernment in his every move.  Could be Trump supporter in question was just unsure. 

 

"Government is the great destroyer of wealth, income and yes lives." 

~ Murray Sabrin   

 

 



History Serving As An Example, it is not likely there will be an American President who fits 

everyone’s bill. Doesn’t have much to do with bad government or good government.  Has more than a 

little to do with people’s preferences and views of how government ought to function.  Completely 

paternalistic or utter hands-off people’s lives. Our tolerance for supervision stands to tip election scales. 

 

"In a natural order, all goods are the private property of some person or group of persons. Streets, 

airports, waterways, all land and every structure -- everything is someone's private property. There 

exists no state, no taxation, no judicial monopoly and no public property." 

~ Hans-Herman Hoppe  

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their property against government intrusion – with force if 

necessary. 
     

"A person's character is nothing more and nothing less than the sum of his choices. You fine-tune your 

character every time your distinguish right from wrong and act accordingly. Your character is further 

defined by how you choose to interact with others and the standards of speech and conduct you uphold." 

~ Lawrence Reed  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0111 – No Unequivocal, Immutable Standards 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"What is considered theft in the private sector is "taxation" when done by the state.” 

~ Lew Rockwell   
Tuesday, 

January 28th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 
"We are fast approaching the stage of the ultimate inversion: the stage where the government is free to 

do anything it pleases, while the citizens may act only by permission; which is the stage of the darkest 

periods of human history, the stage of rule by brute force." 

~ Ayn Rand  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

   
 

One Of “Our, the American People’s” Congressional Senate legislators claims President Donald J. 

Trump “technically,’ violated law by firing U.S. inspectors general   Media coverage, as might be 

expected, indicates Trump critics (there are a few) fear Donald J. is trying to replace fired inspectors 

general – who are pronounced to be independent – with a cabal of Donald J. Trump loyalists. Surprise. 

 

"Until farmers in particular, and society in general, realize the cruelty of a faceless bureaucracy that 

claims the right to dictate the use of private assets (which, after all, is the basis of fascism), mad cow 

scares will continue to be one of the many side effects of a far larger disease." 

~ Christopher Westley  



 

  
 

  
 

“We, the American People” can also expect America’s Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) 

will get criticized for being complicit with inspectors general firings.  SCOTUS, having ruled on 

presidential immunity in Trump’s favor, say media reports, decided such presidential firings would be 

within presidential latitude.  So, it could be said, presidents can have some of their cake and eat it too. 

 

"We still find the greedy hand of government thrusting itself into every corner and crevice of industry, 

and grasping at the spoil of the multitude. Invention is continually exercised to furnish new pretenses 

for revenue and taxation. It watches prosperity as its prey and permits none to escape without a tribute." 

~ Thomas Paine  

 



  
 

  
 

There is No Such Thing as an independent inspector general.  Or, as it happens, no such thing as any 

elected or appointed legislative-judicial officer. It would be misguided for “Us, the American People” 

to presume or believe otherwise.  Such officers might have independent authority by virtue of their 

position. As individuals, they are trapped by their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 

 

"Almost all political statements are empty of meaning; nearly every word is a promiscuous lie." 

~ Bill Bonner 



 

  
 

  
 

America’s Legislative-Judicial System is biased by PAVB because there are no unequivocal, 

immutable standards available to legislators or magistrate when performing their duties of office.  

There are only legislative-judicial outcomes of earlier times to draw upon. Legislatures, courts, and 

juries can sustain or overturn laws and court decisions as their PAVB urge. Public deference attests. 

 

"We have gotten to the point where everything the government does is counterproductive. The 

conclusion of course, is that the government should do nothing at all, that is, should retire quickly from 

the monetary and economic scene and allow freedom and free markets to work." 

~ Murray Rothbard  



 

   
 

  
 

People Committed To Living In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They stand by free markets and limited government. 
 

"When the American spirit was in its youth, the language of America was different: Liberty, Sir, was 

then the primary object...But now, Sir, the American spirit, assisted by the ropes and chains of 

consolidation, is about to convert this country to a powerful and mighty empire." 

~ Patrick Henry  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  



 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0110 – Solution: Better Homeland Life 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Who's the greater ass: the candidate, or the pathetic individual who takes him seriously?" 

~ Paul Hein  
Tuesday, 

January 28th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"We are conditioned through the schools, the media, the state, and other institutions to fear our own 

autonomy, and to transfer control over our behavior to external agencies. " 

~ Butler Shaffer   

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” illegal immigrant/migrant/refugee (IIMR) situation may never get 

straightened out. Contrasting media reports have it, on one hand, America’s southern border was so 

quiet on Donald J. Trump’s presidential debut, Donald J. had to take action to keep his political 

credibility on IIMR.  So, deportation was begun in earnest.  Contrasting report says border wall to fail. 

 

"Our freedom is inseparably tied to the responsibility we have for both our thinking and actions, a 

connection that goes to the question of control over our lives." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 



 
Border Wall Impotency Report claims President Donald J. Trump may not know a hefty number of 

undocumented immigrants are people who have overstayed their visas.  Vics overstayers have to eat. 

Some visa overstayers, at least, need rooves (or roofs) over their heads.  And, some visa overstayers 

are likely to need medical attention, or, draw police attention.  Wall won’t keep people here out. 

 

"The neo-conservative tell us that all this spending will make the nation safer and freer. We are 'rising 

to the tasks of history,' says the president. If only future generations, who will be shackled to the ball 

and chain of Bush's deficits for decades to come, would appreciate our sacrifices on their behalf!" 

~ Bill Bonner  

 



 
“We, the American People,” history attesting, will endure IIMR ‘crisis’ while America’s legislative 

offices and judicial operatives work at deciding who shall have lawful authority to decide IIMR fate.  

Whoever gets to decide is very likely to face dissent and active resistance, much like IIMR has 

generated through federal administration after administration.   Solution lies in IIMR root impetus. 

 

"If the Democrats are the party of 'tax and spend,' the Republicans are the party of 'borrow and spend.'" 

~ Scott Trask (in 2004) -  

 

 
If There Is Reliable Information on how many people leave U.S. soil bound for other countries 

illegally, such information is not readily available.  Inference for “Us, the American People,” thus, life 

in U.S. of A. doesn’t drive many people away.  Planet Earth’s multi-millions of IIMR crop up from 

somewhere for, arguably, reasons bearing on finding a better life.  IIMR solution: better homeland life. 

 

"We take no pleasure in body bags......for they never seem to contain the right bodies. That is the trouble 

with war, dear reader. The bodies are always those of the fools who undertook the errand......rather than 

the fools who sent them." 

~ Bill Bonner  

 



 
People Poised To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

"If Bastiat was right, the United States was already profoundly corrupt. It took me years to come to 

terms with this idea. Today it seems to me almost self-evident. I marvel that anyone with common 

sense thinks otherwise." 

~ Joe Sobran  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 



 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0109 – Will Seek Papal Absolution 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"In my judgment, when the United States says there will be serious consequences, and if there isn't 

serious consequences, it creates adverse consequences." 

~ George Bush  
Tuesday, 

January 28th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"Government in a liberal society does not protect individuals from themselves, strive for a particular 

distribution of wealth, promote any particular region or technology or group, or delineate the distinction 

between peaceful vices and virtues." 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” illegal immigrant/migrant/refugee (IMMR) deportation effort has fallen 

in Vatican disfavor.  His Holiness, Pope Francis, not at all happy with President Donald J. Trump’s 



IIMR initiative, calls Donald J.’s IIMR move inhuman and disgraceful; since, in Pope Francis’s view, 

it’s poor wretches who have nothing will have to pay IIMR deportation bill.  Plenty of innocents paying. 

 

"Our age is dominated by the state and its errors." 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 

 
“We, the American People” are footing IIMR bill wherever IIMR folk are lodged at American taxpayer 

expense.  Then, there are those who’ve been attacked, ravaged, murdered by IIMR criminals.  And, 

there is no news Vatican City has been overrun by IIMR influx.   Has to be a reason why IIMR folk 

are not knocking on Pontif Francis’s door.  Could be Pope Francis is short loaves and fishes nowadays. 

 

"There is a battle shaping up in the world – a battle between the forces of archy – of statism, of political 

rule and authority – and its only alternative – anarchy, the absence of political rule. This battle is the 

necessary and logical consequence of the battle between individualism and collectivism, between 

liberty and the state, between freedom and slavery." 

~ Roy Childs  

 



 
President Donald J. Trump’s acting Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) director quipped 

Pope Francis ought clean up Catholic Church problems, rather than crawl down America’s IIMR throat.  

Pope-ICE acting director diplomacy volley should tell “Us, the American People” minding one’s 

business is not how diplomacy works.  Diplomacy finds ways to show world watchers who’s ugliest. 

 

"As far as I can tell, TV is the most expensive consumption good in human history. It eats up our only 

non-renewable resource: time. Statistically, I have about as much time as David Rockefeller does." 

~ Gary North   

 



 
IIMR Would Be Less A Problem if countries from where IIMR people flee would figure out why IIMR 

folks are fleeing and correct such reasons so IIMR folk stay in their home countries and be tax-paying 

people rather than seek refuge from undesirable living conditions in their homelands.  It’s unlikely 

President Donald J. Trump will seek Papal absolution for Pope-pronounced transgressions.  Unlikely. 

 

"We shall replace statism with voluntarism: a society wherein all man's relationships with others are 

voluntary and uncoerced. Where men are free to act according to their rational self-interest, even if it 

means the establishment of competing agencies of defense." 

~ Roy Childs  

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

"As militarism, the arrogance of power, and the euphemisms required to justify imperialism inevitably 

conflict with America’s democratic structure of government and distort its culture and basic values, I 

fear that we will lose our country.” 

~ Chalmers Johnson  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 



Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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