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PI2025 #0128 – Government Of Despotic Coercion 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"But a government in which the majority rule in all cases cannot be based on justice. Must the citizen 

ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator?" 

~ Henry David Thoreau  
Saturday, 

February 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 "Government has, step by step, invaded the free market and seized complete control over the monetary 

system.” 

~ Murray Rothbard 

 

 
“We, the American People,” as a sovereign citizenry, are able to elect anyone we choose to any elected 

government office.  Arguments to prevent America’s voters from electing whoever they choose would, 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


of necessity, exclude voters’ option to write in candidates of their choice.  Were such arguments to 

become law we would live under legislative-judicial tyranny.  We live under a self-government system. 

 

"Our federal tax system is, in short, utterly impossible, utterly unjust and completely 

counterproductive...[it] reeks with injustice and is fundamentally un-American... it has earned a 

rebellion and it's time we rebelled." 

~ Ronald Reagan  

 

 
Media Have An Article Floating around reporting a proposed Constitutional amendment calling for 

any former president not having served two consecutive terms – and alive – to be eligible for election 

to a third term.  Nothing in America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution keeps “Us, the American 

People” from electing representatives we choose.  We have final say, or we live under tyranny. Period. 

 

"Our income tax system is a disgrace to the human race." 

~ Jimmy Carter  

 



 
“Our, the American People’s” media reporting proposed presidential term change is written, 

reportedly, to specifically exclude former President Barack Obama.  Political tactic. It wouldn’t matter 

how such an amendment was written.  No law can alter our capacity - our authority and choice – as a 

sovereign citizenry.   America’s laws are rooted in Constitution precepts and protections, not edict. 

 

"The only real disagreement between the two parties is which group of "Peters" ought to be robbed and 

which collection of "Pauls" ought to be awarded a place at the government trough." 

~ Peter VanDoren  

 

 
America’s Constitutional Principles, Ostensibly institutionalized by America’s legislative-judicial 

system, are subject to our acceptance as a sovereign citizenry.  A formal government with final say 

over citizens is a government of despotic coercion.  Despots rule by their personal attitudes, values, 

and beliefs (PAVB).  They oppress people to suppress people’s PAVB when contrary to despot PAVB. 

 

"Conversations with Republican office-holders (regarding the 2003 Energy Act), suggest that they 

scarcely understand the implications of their rhetoric about limited government and are thus incapable 

of hypocrisy." 

~ Jerry Taylor  

 



 
People Set OnLiving In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens use their private property.  They fiercely 

protect their most vital right – individual property ownership.  Protecting property is protecting life. 
  

"Those who have been intoxicated with power...can never willingly abandon it." 

~ Edmund Burke  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0127 – To Work Things Out 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"They will fight." 

~ James Ostrowski   
Saturday, 

February 1st, 2025 



 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

 
"But a government in which the majority rule in all cases cannot be based on justice. Must the citizen 

ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator?" 

~ Henry David Thoreau  

 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump has done it again.  Nominated an Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) director Congressional opposition party Senate Budget Committee 

legislators voted against unanimously.  Not a bad thing.  Opposition party Senate Budget Committee 

legislators boycotting Trump OMB nominee invites inquiry into their motives.  Always a reason. 

 

"There will never be a really free and enlightened State until the State comes to recognize the individual 

as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority are derived, and treats 

him accordingly.” 

~ Henry David Thoreau  

 

  



 

   
 

Some Congressional Senate Majority legislators are calling opposition party OMB nominee childish 

and akin to disappointed schoolyard kids taking their toys and beating feet home. “We, the American 

People” could see opposition party OMB nominee boycott as an example of how legislators never tire 

of striving earnestly to make their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory. 

 

"There is no way you or I would tolerate a destitute father demanding child support benevolence at the 

point of a gun. Why should honorable hard working Americans tolerate similar behavior from a 

President and Congress?” 

~ Wes Alexander  

 

 

  



 

  
 

It Might Occur To “Us, the American People” Congressional Senate Budget Committee legislators 

who boycotted President Donald J. Trump’s OMB nominee are expressing their intent to keep our 

electoral will from prevailing.   Nearly half Election 2024 voters, though, didn’t want Donald J. Trump 

bedding down at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.; so, it’s arguable they don’t want his OMB choice either. 

 

"The (Federal Reserve Board)'s record as an 'inflation fighter' is more deserving of a court martial than 

a medal. Since the Fed's founding in 1913, inflation has gained so much ground against the defending 

Fed that a man who kept his money in gold rather than dollar bills would have nearly 20 times as 

much." 

~ Bill Bonner  

 

  



 

  
 

We, A Sovereign And Diverse citizenry, may never come to unanimity over who gets to make their 

PAVB lawfully compulsory.  We can, because we are a sovereign citizenry, make sure America’s 

legislators and judges have minimal impact on how we attend socio-economic goings-on.  We’re at 

least as capable as legislators/judges to work things out.  Maybe not.  We let them – to our discontent. 

 

"Freedom means that when you wake up in the morning, your life, liberty and property are yours to do 

with them what you will." 

~ James Ostrowski  

 

  



 

  
 

People Presuming To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations without majority approval of voters.  They 

uphold Americans’ self-governing heritage. 
 

"As the twenty-first century begins, it is actually a misnomer to refer to the House of Representatives 

and Senate as constituting the legislative branch of the U. S. government, because the most powerful 

legislators, those who construct the decrees that most directly impact people's lives, are entrenched in 

federal bureaucracies." 

~ Paul Craig Roberts  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0126 – Can Exert Lawful Power 



ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"To override the free choice of individuals and use force to get what we want is unjust, uncivilized and 

destructive. 

~ Stephen Carson   
Saturday, 

February 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"The distinguishing features of the contractual society, of the unhampered market, are self-

responsibility, freedom from violence, full power to make one's own decisions (except to institute 

violence against another), and benefits for all participating individuals. 

~ Murray Rothbard  

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


There’s A Media Outlet Out There claiming it is “unapologetically pro-democracy. Because TRUTH 

is golden.”  Democracy.  Government where people have political control, head-of-state power, 

separates governmental entities power, protects natural rights and civil liberties.  A veritable utopia. 

Not quite.  Said media tells “Us, the American People’s” legislators are not a little bit whimsical. 

 

"Good men acting through the state will strengthen its legitimacy and its institutional framework. They 

will weaken social power." 

~ Wendy McElroy  

 
Said Media Outlet Ran An Article naming some of “Our, the American People’s” Congressional 

Senators voting on a President Doanld J. Trump nominee who switched their vote from yea to nay 

because President Donald J. issued an Executive Order not to vote-switching senators’ liking.  

Wouldn’t be unkind of us, a sovereign citizenry of ordinary people, to can said vote-switchers. 

 

"If government can find ways to engage in counterfeiting--the creation of money out of thin air--it can 

quickly produce its own money without taking the trouble to sell services." 

~ Murray Rothbard  

 



 
“We, the American People” ought can cote-switching senators, not because they voted as they did.  

Because they penalized someone because of someone else’s behavior.  We ought have gumption to 

toss vote-switching senators on grounds of hypocritical behavior in office.  If nothing else, our 

legislative office holders ought be penalized severely for failing to behave with predictability for us.  

 

"Yes indeed we know, people will find a way to go, no matter what the man says." 

~ Paul McCartney   

 



 
It Would Be Utterly Naïve for us t\o think legislative office holders ought be trounced for saying they’ll 

do something, only to come up with sleazy reasons for not keeping their word.  We can deal with 

legislators who legislate to our dislike.  Legislators who switch about are another thing.  People who 

don’t keep their word are people not to be trusted; especially not so when they can exert lawful power. 

 

 "Inflation cannot go on forever. For eventually people wake up to this form of taxation; they wake up 

to the continual shrinkage in the purchasing power of their dollar." 

~ Murray Rothbard  

 



 
People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations or subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They keep 

government from meddling in employer-employee affairs. 
  

"Declining prices do not call for contravening central bank maneuvers that hopefully stabilize 

prices." 

~ Hans F. Sennholz  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 



“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0125 – Govern By Executive Order   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Every man has the right to go to hell by a means of his own choosing." 

~ Mark Twain  
Saturday, 

February 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,195,843,264,249. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,611 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.45%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,370,658,444,711. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $106,951. 

 

"In a society which the collapse in investment, the crisis in pensions and insurance and soaring personal 

indebtedness continues to make the headlines, does it seem a trifle strange--not to say hugely 

counterporoductive--that interest rates are at 40-odd year lows, something which, in a free market, 

would signal we were replete with genuine capital, not faced with a frightening shortfall of the stuff?" 

~ Sean Corrigan  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
President Donald J. Trump, with all his flamboyancy and reported attempt to govern by Executive 

Order (EO) hasn’t helped Democrat Party standing with “Us, the American People.” Not if a major 

polling outfit’s recent report is accurate, wherein thirty-one percent of respondents expressed 

favorability.  ‘EO’ GOP, while better, is far from spectacular, holding a forty-three percent favorability. 

 

"The diversity in the faculties of men, from which the rights of property originate, is an insuperable 

obstacle to a uniformity of interests. The protection of these faculties is the first object of government." 

~ James Madison   

 

 
There Is Hope For Democrat Party improvement looking toward Election 2026. If a party strategist 

is on point identifying a major President Donald J. Trump weakness.  Strategist maintains President 



Donald J.’s weak point is food prices.  President, according to strategist stands to lose ground on food 

prices. “We, the American People” can be rather sure food pries are not subject to legislative decree. 

 

"Vices are those acts by which a man harms himself or his property. Crimes are those acts by which a 

man harms the person or property of another." 

~ Lysander Spooner  

 

 
Media Have Been Running Articles offering explanations on Democrat Party Election 2024 

shellacking since Donald J. Trump was declared winner. Companion articles have offered up sundry 

ways Democrat Party can recover and regain legislative power, presidential legislative power foremost. 

Curiously, articles stress how legislative power can be regained, not American freedom strengthened. 

 

"Which single institution routinely and mainly wastefully spends much more than it can afford, builds 

up actual and contingent liabilities willy-nilly in order to gratify its tastes today, undertakes no actuarial 

accounting whatsoever, but relies on tomorrow's income to meet today's bills---" 

~ Sean Corrigan 

 



 
“Our, the American People’s” legislative office seekers, no matter political party stripe, declare their 

unmitigated allegiance to Constitutional precepts and protections, and their intent to serve all 

Americans, not just Americans who vote them in office.  Their intent is to have their persona attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) be lawfully compulsory. Their oath is to uphold self-government PAVB. 

 

"It is a magnificent historical irony that America, a republic whose independence was declared in a 

document indicting the sovereign for treasonous acts, should adopt without serious examination the 

doctrine of sovereign immunity." 

~ Jeremy Travis  

 

 



People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss and replace them summarily. 
 

"Arrogance is grounded in the unstated assumption that one’s understanding is so complete as to render 

their actions infallible. This is why, on the whole, mankind has suffered less from ill-motivated persons 

who intend us harm, than from the unintended consequences of goodness." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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