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PI2025 #0156 – Promote Reliable Energy Sources 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Many people never grow up. They stay all their lives with a passionate need for external authority and 

guidance, pretending not to trust their own judgment." 

~ Alan Watts 
Saturday, 

February 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Freedom of the mind requires not only, or not even especially, the absence of legal constraints but the 

presence of alternative thoughts. The most successful tyranny is not the one that uses force to assure 

uniformity, but the one that removes awareness of other possibilities." 

~ Alan Bloom 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump has halted his predecessor’s $5B nationwide 

Electric Vehicle (EV) charging station.  There Are sure to be outraged EV charging station backers and 

delighted EV charging station protestors.   One federal Chief Executive allocates public funds, another 

Chief Executive puts allocation on hold.  Example of how our government is strikingly politicized. 

 

"The median family of four ... paid $4,722 in federal taxes last year. That’s enough to pay for a new 

curtain for the secretary of commerce’s office, to bribe a farmer not to plant 38 acres with corn ... seven 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


weeks of salary for a Customs man assigned to save us from the terror of high-quality, low priced 

foreign TV sets, or the subsidy on 6,000 bushels of wheat to prop up the Soviet regime. Surely 

civilization would collapse without such essential services." 

~ Alan Bock 

 

 
“We, the American People,” whether we are bent on big government intent on ‘helping,’ or smaller 

government not interfering, are unable to plan reliably when government involvement is at whim of 

elected officials.  Government-sponsored EV charging stations disproportionately benefit EV owners. 

There are no comparable government-sponsored services for fossil fuel-powered vehicles.  

 

"Tariffs, quotas and other import restrictions protect the business of the rich at the expense of high cost 

of living for the poor. Their intent is to deprive you of the right to choose, and to force you to buy the 

high-priced inferior products of politically favored companies." 

~ Alan Burris 

 

 
Some Of “Us, the American People,” no doubt, would argue government has a duty to regulate how 

resources are used to uphold public safety and promote reliable energy sources.   We can presume 

legislators-politicians are similarly disposed.  Self-government, though, keeps legislators-politicians 

from setting policies and legislating based on their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 



 

"There is no 'slippery slope' toward loss of liberty, only a long staircase where each step down must 

first be tolerated by the American people and their leaders." 

~ Alan Simpson 

 

 
Legislative Office Elections, By their nature, introduce PAVB into America’s legislative-judicial 

system, thereby, inherently favoring people of some political persuasions, not favoring people of other 

political persuasions.  If we are to live by Liberty, government ought not interfere with anyone, nor 

anyone act detrimentally toward others.  Idealistic at best. Our PAVB urge us to quell contrary PAVB. 

 

"Fire, water, and government know nothing of mercy." 

~ Albanian proverb 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 



for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They, as sovereign citizens, protect 

liberty’s stronghold - private property. 
 

"Freedom is not a reward or a decoration that is celebrated with champagne...Oh no! It's a...long 

distance race, quite solitary and very exhausting." 

~ Albert Camus 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0155 – Not Know Of Recall 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"As long as people will accept crap, it will be financially profitable to dispense it." 

~ Dick Cavett 
Saturday, 

February 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“A free people ought not only to be armed and disciplined, but they should have sufficient arms and 

ammunition to maintain a status of independence from any who might attempt to abuse them, which 

would include their own government.” 

~  George Washington (Courtesy an AAH reader.) 

 

 
Robert Reich, Former  Cabinet Labor  Secretary to President Bill Clinton, would like “Us, the 

American People” to know it’s a coup. According to a media article run as an opinion piece authored 

by Secretary Reich.  It’s not about left versus right, republican versus democrat, nor liber versus 

conservative. Nope.  It’s about choosing between democracy and dictatorship.  No way to stop it. 

 

"Liberty is always unfinished business." 

~ American Civil Liberties Union 

 

 
 Secretary Reich Is Right. In part. “We, the American People,” if we choose to choose, can stop overly 

zealous government. While Secretary Reich predicts dictatorial gloom for America, and doesn’t know 

any way to stop it, we can toss Donald J. Trump and his, as Secretary Reich characterizes them, ‘goons.’ 

In their tracks. We tell Donald J. et al. ‘No,’ and send them packing.  Or, we’re content with their act. 

 

"Every man, as long as he does not violate the laws of justice, is left perfectly free to pursue his own 

interest his own way, and to bring both his industry and capital into competition with those of any other 

man or order of men." 

~ Adam Smith 

 



 
Secretary Reich Claims Donald J. and goons are taking over “Our, the American People’s” 

government by doing two things.  Taking over agency control.  Getting access to Treasury Department 

payment system.  We could, based on Secretary Reich’s view, unknowingly elected a dictatorial heretic 

in presidential Election 2024.  Curiously, letter ‘R,’ not letters ‘DH’ appeared nest to Donald. J. Trump. 

 

"Liberty is always unfinished business." 

~ American Civil Liberties Union 

 

 
It Would Not Be A Far-Fetched idea Secretary Reich and like-thinking anti-Trump/MAGA-ites are 

not happy because their power to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty) is now held 

by President Donald J. Trump and underlings.  We, still a sovereign citizenry, can give our elected 

officials their pink slips when we don’t want them around. Secretary Reich must not know of recall. 
 

"Every man, as long as he does not violate the laws of justice, is left perfectly free to pursue his own 

interest his own way, and to bring both his industry and capital into competition with those of any other 

man or order of men." 

~ Adam Smith 

 



 
People Proposing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to prohibit or restrict private ownership of firearms and ammunition from 

any citizen of good repute and responsible standing. They exercise their sovereign right to defend 

themselves against all threats - foreign and domestic 

 

"It is the highest impertinence and presumption, therefore, in kings and ministers to pretend to watch 

over the economy of private people, and to restrain their expense. ... They are themselves always, and 

without exception, the greatest spendthrifts in the society. Let " 

~ Adam Smith 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0154 – At Their Unbridled Discretion 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"If the Democrats are the party of 'tax and spend,' the Republicans are the party of 'borrow and spend.'" 



~ Scott Trask   
Saturday, 

February 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Our freedom is inseparably tied to the responsibility we have for both our thinking and actions, a 

connection that goes to the question of control over our lives." 

~ Butler Shaffer  

 

 
Judges In ‘Our, the American People’s” judicial system have blocked President Donald J. Trump’s 

Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) from access to America’s Treasury Department 

payment systems.  President Donald J.’s Administration has agreed to comply.  Transparency not so 

transparent, one could conclude. Americans ought know how America’s money is spent. Transparency. 

 

"If only future generations, who will be shackled to the ball and chain of Bush's deficits for decades to 

come, would appreciate our sacrifices on their behalf!" 

~ Bill Bonner  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
There Could Be Areas Where government spending ought remain guarded from indiscriminate public 

eye.  A case in point could be clandestine operations carried out by America’s national security 

operatives.  There should never be a time when government officials have unrestricted authority to 

spend taxpayer money at their unbridled discretion.  DOGE could be an Auditor General office adjunct. 

 

"We take no pleasure in body bags......for they never seem to contain the right bodies. That is the trouble 

with war, dear reader. The bodies are always those of the fools who undertook the errand......rather than 

the fools who sent them." 

~ Bill Bonner   

 

 
President Donald J. Trump is taking atypical steps to reduce and eliminate unwarranted public money 

spending.   “We, the American People” can expect government offices with spending practices 

benefitting some Americans in discriminatory ways to resist having DOGE-like intrusion and inquiry. 

Worse, it may be money trails would lead to allocations favoring unapproved special interest funding. 

 

Regarding Sobran's reading of The Law as a 1965 college freshman - "If Bastiat was right, the United 

States was already profoundly corrupt. It took me years to come to terms with this idea. Today it seems 

to me almost self-evident. I marvel that anyone with common sense thinks otherwise." 

http://www.freelythinking.com/thelaw.htm


~ Joe Sobran  

 

 
There Is No Organized Way for “Us, the American People” to review and rescind government 

spending we would see as inappropriate; spending not benefitting all Americans, as opposed to 

spending aimed at benefitting some groups over others. We do not live under self-government if we 

are prohibited from having our property (wealth) used to strengthen our ability to choose – Liberty. 

 

"What is mass murder in the private sector is "foreign policy" in the public sector.” 

~ Lew Rockwell  

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

"We are fast approaching the stage of the ultimate inversion: the stage where the government is free to 

do anything it pleases, while the citizens may act only by permission; which is the stage of the darkest 

periods of human history, the stage of rule by brute force." 

~ Ayn Rand  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 



 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0153 – Serves At Our Pleasure  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“For those who unfairly lump Social Security in with Bernie Madoff, in all fairness, you should point 

out the difference. No one was ever legally required to pay money to Madoff.” 

~ Addison Wiggin 
Saturday, 

February 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

 
"It is the highest impertinence and presumption, therefore, in kings and ministers, to pretend to watch 

over the economy of private people, and to restrain their expence, either by sumptuary laws, or by 

prohibiting the importation of foreign luxuries." 

~ Adam Smith 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump is facing another impeachment effort.  With 

less than a month in office.  So, say media reports.  President Donald J. has incensed rivals and 

opponents so much they’re resorting to desperate means.  Articles of impeachment this time around 

are for reprehensible deeds, some proposed, some done.  Donald J. Gaza strip comments last straw. 

 

"My definition of a free society is a society where it is safe to be unpopular." 

~ Adlai Stevenson 



 

  
The greatest president prior to Trump 

 was born on February 6 
 

 
 

“We, the American People” can interpret President Donald J. Trump’s Gaza Strip comments as we 

like. U.S. Gaza takeover was not clarified by President Donald J. as an annexation.  Donald J. Gaza 

remarks were more along lines of turning war-ravaged wasteland into a prosperous region for habitat 

and enterprise.   Moreover, Donald J. needth Congressional OK to commit public money to Mideast. 

 



"Death is better, a milder fate than tyranny." 

~ Aeschylus 

 

  
 

  
 

It Would Not Surprise “Us, the American People” who are mindful legislators-politicians are 

habitually opposed to rival, opponent, and detractor.  Legislators-politicians can not risk agreeing with 

opponent, detractor, or rival.  Their constituents might find their agreement as working against their 

constituent goals of having lawful power over anyone who dares disagree with them.  Sky may fall. 

 



"Better to starve free than be a fat slave." 

~ Aesop 

 
Does this help explain Greenland? 

 

  



 

President Donald J. Trump’s Approach and style of governing/leadership are awakening fear in they 

in lawful authority their positions may not be secure.  Would be smart of us, America’s sovereign 

citizenry, to make sure President Donald J. does not get to thinking his 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

residence is any more secure than those his initiatives are sending packing.  He serves at our pleasure. 

 

"While I see many hoof marks going in, I see none coming out. It is easier to get into the enemy's toils 

than out again." 

~ Aesop 

 

   
 

   



 

People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation without majority approval of voters. They uphold their 

Constitutional heritage of self-government. 
 

"Criticism and dissent are the indispensable antidote to major delusions." 

~ Alan Barth 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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