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PI2026 #0096 – Save Us From Oppression 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“If we open a quarrel between the past and the present, we shall find that we have lost the future.” 

~ Winston Churchill  

Monday, 

February 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,435,940,578,847. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,339 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,702,178,254,429. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,811; every citizen $112,831. 
 

 

“The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas.” 

~ Linus Pauling  

 

 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


America’s Election 2026 Will Be Upon “Us, the American People” to find us unprepared to stop 

government from confiscating property (wealth) and restricting choice (Liberty).  Election 2026 

legislative. government chief executive, and judicial candidates will let us know, in no uncertain terms, 

it is they who will keep America’s Constitutional imperatives in place and us from oppression’s grip. 

 

“Mystical references to “society” and its programs to “help” may warm the hearts of the gullible, but 

what it really means is putting more power in the hands of bureaucrats.” 

~ Thomas Sowell  

 

 
“We, the American People,” who, as sovereign citizens, are to be Constitutional imperative arbitrators, 

have been told by candidates since America’s elections began they will save us from oppression.  Yet, 

steadily, election winners have increased government’s oppressive grip by ever-expanding selective, 

arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, taxation, and regulations (SADLT&R).  To protect us, natch. 

 

“We don’t have a budget crisis. We have a spending crisis.” 

~ Jonathan Hill 

 

 



“Our, the American People’s” representative Constitutional republic governmental form is how we 

put people in office to do our bidding.  Putting people in office to do as they think best by SADLT&R 

grants those in office power to make their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully 

compulsory. Well-meant PAVB, lawfully compulsory, empowers some PAVB to suppress public PAVB. 

 

“Make happy those who are near, and those who are far will come.” 

~ Chinese proverb  

 

 
America’s Election 2026 Voters can expect to hear some candidates call for greater taxation on 

America’s wealthiest. Those candidates may demand America’s wealthiest pay their ‘fair share’ of 

taxation so Americans, overall, can have better lives.  There will, no doubt, be enough voters who agree 

and will elect some ‘wealth tax’ candidates.  Self-government, in part, is undifferentiated taxation.  

 

“There is a word sweeter than mother, home or heaven. That word is liberty.” 

~ Epitaph of Matilda Joslyn Gage)  

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They uphold citizen sovereignty to negotiate with employers 

without government interference. 
 

“We are here on earth to do good for others. What the others are here for, I don’t know.” 

~ W. H. Auden  

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 



Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0095 – From Holding Public Office 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“Enjoy yourself. It’s later than you think.” 

~ Chinese proverb  

Monday, 

February 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,435,940,578,847. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,339 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,702,178,254,429. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,811; every citizen $112,831. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
 

“The common denominator in all government activity is the use of force: Government either forces 

you to do things, forces you not to do things, or forces you to pay for things.” 

~ Doug Newman  

 

  
 

http://www.geocities.com/fountoftruth/


   
 

Nothing Like Racial Prejudice To Vellicate “Us, the American People” who look for any reason to 

label legislators/politicians/activists as harboring resentment for anyone causing us to take offence.  

Take offence.  People are not, arguably, offended by something because it is inherently offensive.  If 

such were so, then anyone and everyone would be offended, not take offence.  Accuser, thus, decides. 

 

“Our current philosophy of government may be summarized six words: If it sounds good, do it.” 

~ Doug Newman  

http://www.geocities.com/fountoftruth/


 

   
 

   
 

President Donald J. Trump Is reported by delirious media outlets as racist because of a video he posted 

depicting former President Barack and First Lady Michelle Obama as apes.  Media pieces don’t claim 

President Donald J. created video in question.  Trump detractors, though, would find it convenient to 

use video in question as evidence President Donald J. Trump is racist.  Any reason to discredit. 

 



“All the fiery rhetoric of the Founders was directed at a “tyrant” who taxed his subjects at a rate of 

about three percent. Today, we in “the land of the free” are taxed at about 50 percent when you add 

federal, state, and local taxes.” 

~ Doug Newman  

 

   
 

   
 

“We, the American People” who are not inclined to take offense might, in objectivity’s interest, argue 

media outlets airing Trump/Obama Ape matter, including ‘apes’ illustration, are racist because they 

determined to allow illustration to meet public eyes.  Not a lot different than declariing Muslims to be 

anti-Buddhist merely because they are Muslims.  Neither pictures nor words are stacks and stones.  

http://www.geocities.com/fountoftruth/


 

“Electing even a few Libertarians to a governing board, is akin to having a designated driver in a 

roomful of drunks.” 

~ Doug Klippel  

 

  
 

   
 

It Would Be Smart For  Us to keep “Our, the American People’s” intellectual leanness index trimmed 

of emotional reaction inconsequential matters.  Drawing attention to and deviling something because 

we don’t like it - but we will use it to generate political ill will, is childish. Act like a child, don’t be 

surprised if treated like a child.  We, if we’re smart, will keep children from holding public office. 

 

“If the government can’t keep drugs away from inmates who are locked in steel cages, surrounded by 

barbed wire, watched by armed guards, drug-tested, strip-searched, X-rayed, and videotaped – how can 

it possibly stop the flow of drugs to an entire nation?” 

~ Ron Crickenberger  



 

  
 

  
 

People Risky Enough  To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to interfere in any way with how responsible citizens choose to use 

their private property. They exercise their self-government heritage and protect their property rights. 
 

 

“In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of 

private property. – Manifesto of the Communist Party.” 

~ Karl Marx and Frederick Engels  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 



Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0094 – (BA) True Patriotism Isn’t for Cowards 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

February 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,435,940,578,847. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,339 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,702,178,254,429. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,811; every citizen $112,831. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (True Patriotism Isn’t for Cowards) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

True Patriotism Isn’t for Cowards 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9MXg1dmE5Jm5leHQ9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZiZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbSUyRnAlMkZ0cnVlLXBhdHJpb3Rpc20taXNudC1mb3ItY293YXJkcyIsInAiOjE4NzEzNzg4NSwicyI6MTM0NTI0MiwiZiI6dHJ1ZSwidSI6MTE2MTY3MzI5LCJpYXQiOjE3NzA0MTI4MjYsImV4cCI6MjA4NTk4ODgyNiwiaXNzIjoicHViLTAiLCJzdWIiOiJsaW5rLXJlZGlyZWN0In0.FdB3OkFQzT7WvPNZPurFrHDDjH0GVMI8u6Q-BpMCpqQ?
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=1345242&post_id=187137885&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1x5va9&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMTYxNjczMjksInBvc3RfaWQiOjE4NzEzNzg4NSwiaWF0IjoxNzcwNDEyODI2LCJleHAiOjE3NzMwMDQ4MjYsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0xMzQ1MjQyIiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.stfo8OTF0dG1Hxd9x7iGFNal0zzccwXJC-FHsIDD2C4


“The individual owes the exercise of all his faculties to the service of his 

country.” John Quincy Adams 

BETH ANN  
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Many years ago, when I was a young mother raising my five sons, I purchased a book at the 

local Bible bookstore, “Parenting isn’t for Cowards,” by Dr. James C. Dobson. 

I can tell you for sure, while being a parent has been quite rewarding, (lots of 

grandchildren) … it was not easy, nor for the faint of heart. I was not a perfect mom, no not 

at all, but I was consistent and I love those boys of mine, who are now grown men. When 

they were young it seemed like discipline was never-ending… every day! I felt more like a 

marine drill sergeant than a loving mother… it was a job that took commitment and lots of 

love – tough love! 

After they married, I jokingly informed their wives they were in their hands now; I did the 

best I could. (By the way I have five wonderful daughter in laws.) 

https://substack.com/@bethanncsctalkradio
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My boys, like normal children, were rowdy and they did fight. Each one is what we used to 

call and Alpha-male; so, like bulls across the fence, there was a lot of pushing and grunting 

and they tried to establish who was king of the mountain, for that moment. 

The Father’s love teaches us that sometimes tough love is necessary. “My son, despise not 

the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: For whom the Lord loveth he 

correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.” Proverbs 3:11-12 KJV 

There is a lot of chaos and fighting today within our nation. The Marxist-democrat-party is 

saying out loud that they are leading an insurrection against President Trump and against 

our laws, in particular our immigration laws. What should we do when we see others 

disobeying laws, rioting and putting lives in danger? 

Just like parenting isn’t for cowards, neither is true patriotism for cowards. 

What is patriotism? According to Merriam Webster it’s, “love for or devotion to one’s 

country.” 

What did our Founding Fathers think about “patriotism?” 

“Where is the man who owes nothing to the land in which he lives? Whatever that land 

may be, he owes to it the most precious thing possessed by man, the morality of his 

actions and the love of virtue.” Jean Jacques Rousseau 

“There must be a positive passion for the public good, the public interest, honour, 

power and glory, established in the minds of people, or there can be no republication 

government (Constitutional republic) nor any real liberty: and this public passion must 

be superior to all private passions. Men must be ready, they must pride themselves 

and be happy to sacrifice their private pleasures, passions, and interests, nay, their 

private friendships and dearest connections, when they stand in competition with the 

rights of society.” John Adams ,1776 

“Banish unmanly fear, acquit yourselves like men, and with firm confidence trust the 

event with that Almighty and benevolent Being who hath commanded you to hold fast 



the liberty with which He has made you free; and who is able as well as willing to 

support you in performing his orders.” John Jay wrote July 22, 1777 

Our Founding Fathers saw the Torries as cowards. Marxist-democrats are bullies and 

bullies are cowards. Today, we see Marxist-democrat leaders encouraging others to stand 

in the line of danger, but they will not do so themselves. The same is true with Hollywood 

celebrities, who are vocal with their mouths how others should protest, but they are all 

noise and no patriotism, just hate for their country and hate for President Donald Trump. 

Liars are cowards; all the media that gaslight the American people with Marxist-democrat 

propaganda are cowards 

Cowards can be dangerous, but when you stand up against them and they realize your 

strength and resolve, they will eventually cower and shrink from their stance. They are no 

different than the summer soldiers and the sunshine patriots about which Thomas Paine 

wrote: 

“THESE are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine 

patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by 

it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.” 

If you are only a patriot when you see the flag in a parade or have those little goosebumps 

on the back of your neck when you hear the Star Spangled Banner, or when times are easy, 

or as the sun shines, you are not a true patriot. I believe another term might be, “fair-

weather friend.” We’ve all had friends that are there for the party but can’t be found when 

you need them to grieve with you or fight for you. 

Many Americans today are indifferent to our nation. They’ve been taught it is evil (we’re 

living on stolen land). They claim that we are systemically racists, even though that’s not 

true, we actually have laws against such. Yes, there are people who hold great prejudice in 

their hearts, but it is not in our government documents. 



Those who have been swayed by the liars and Marxists here in our nation are guilty of their 

own ignorance and will put themselves in great harm, not for country but for the lies 

they’ve been fed. 

Our Founding Fathers were committed, not just to Liberty in their day, but for the Liberty of 

this country; a new nation. 

It has been difficult to watch the chaos and violence unfold in Minnesota and other states 

across this nation. They believe ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) is breaking 

the law. They believe the illegal aliens are in their communities seeking the American 

dream; they are wrong on all counts. The unpatriotic Marxist-democrats have lied to these 

people. The violence and the law-breaking in the streets must stop! When citizens are 

arrested, it’s difficult to watch. When ICE has to forcibly remove illegal aliens, many who, 

by the way, have committed heinous crimes, it isn’t easy to watch. The innocent five-year-

old the Marxists are crying about, was made a victim not by ICE but by his law-breaking 

parents. This is nothing more than hypocrisy as well as theatrics for the cameras, after all 

drama sells, who doesn’t have a caring heart for the 5-year-old boy? However, Elián 

González, was a 6-year-old little boy that the democrats ripped from his uncle’s arms back 

in November of 1999, under the direction of President Bill Clinton and his Attorney General 

Janet Reno. Elián’s mother drowned, as the small boat bringing her to the United States 

capsized. She was on her way to the US along with her son (then 5-year-old Elián) and 

twelve others, who were seeking asylum from Cuba. But the asylum for Elián was denied, 

as he was forcibly taken from the arms of his uncle by a highly armed squad of federal 

agents. The entire world watched as frightened, crying Elián was removed from safety and 

sent back to Cuba. I shared this with you for the purpose of pointing out the hypocrisy of 

the Marxist-democrat-party today. They were applauding the charade against 6-year-old 

Elián. But propagandizing the ugly situation of a 5-year old boy, whose father was here 

illegally and mother rejected him. ICE took both the father and 5-year-old into custody, so 

not to separate the child from his father. 

The discipline that needs to be distributed to these law-breakers and nation-haters will 

take some very tough patriotism muscles; not just you and I as we watch, but also for 



President Trump and his administration as they orchestrate the arrests. They will need our 

support! 

George Washington also warned us in his Farewell address; “Guard against the postures 

of pretended patriotism.” That’s how I view all the Marxist-democrats calling for an 

insurrection today. They are not patriots for this Constitutional Republic! 

“The individual owes the exercise of all his faculties to the service of his country.” 

John Quincy Adams. It is our duty my friends to keep abreast of all that is happening… and 

it is NOT easy! 

One last voice from a ghost of one of our Founding Fathers, “When a whole nation is 

roaring Patriotism at the top of its voice, I am fain to explore the cleanliness of its 

hands and the purity of its heart.” Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

True Patriotism isn’t for cowards… Be brave America and let us work together to… 

Bring America Home© 



 

 

 

Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Immuno 150 - The 70 minerals are the key! 

Power the Future - Homepage 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.pmXpN7a-Ag7cpyq7fE7QLqag3xl-2JygPwnlAXU5qJ4?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=187137885
https://substack.com/redirect/273d576e-a0e7-4b41-a81f-aa4bcd3e4fde?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/4baf0651-d219-4b95-8726-3d0e4246e76a?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/9ae6414c-b15a-4094-bfe5-27a144b9c60a?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/fa341bba-0ed0-4216-8857-37bccf442ecd?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/126c8186-6144-4dbd-8c6a-9f7413b1b309?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/a1dcef59-a251-489d-aed4-6d772c800f5d?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8
https://substack.com/redirect/49199a65-a7e9-41dc-9c4b-d7e64867abf2?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 

Upgrade to paid 
  

LIKE 

 

 
COMMENT  

 

 
RESTACK  

  

 

 

  

© 2026 Beth Ann 

548 Market Street PMB 72296, San Francisco, CA 94104  

Unsubscribe 

 

 
Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“Don’t ever think you know what’s right for the other person. He might start thinking he knows what’s 

right for you.” 

~ Paul Williams 

Monday, 

February 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,435,940,578,847. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,339 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,702,178,254,429. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,811; every citizen $112,831. 
 

 
 

“America is at that awkward stage. It’s too late to work within the system, but too early to shoot the 

bastards.” 

~ Claire Wolfe  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

   
 

A Think Tank Level Economist, media report, predicts Golden State ‘billionaire tax’ would be 

‘catastrophic.’ Detrimental impact on Golden State economy would include a mix of declining business 

expansion, drop in hiring, and less investing.  “We, the American People” would be smart to look with 

jaundiced eye government initiatives to increase property (wealth) confiscation.  Stifles motivation.  
 

“Since there is no such entity as “the public,” since the public is merely a number of individuals, the 

idea that “the public interest” supersedes private interests and rights can have but one meaning: that 

the interests and rights of some individuals take precedence over the interests and rights of others.” 



~ Ayn Rand  
 

   

  
 

No Matter How Taxes Are Levied on “Us, the American People,” taxes are paid, directly or indirectly, 

from income.  Income is generated from sales; all wealth is, one way or other, derived from sales.  We 

could, if, as a sovereign citizenry, we were so minded, require government(s) to cease and desist taxing 

anything other than commerce. Sales, money trails followed, pay for all taxes levied for any reason. 
 

“In the end they will lay their freedom at our feet and say to us, “Make us your slaves, but feed us.”” 

~ Dosteovsky’s  
 



   
 

  
 

Government Wealth (property) Confiscation, arguably, is legal theft.  Stealing. Government deciding 

legal theft is OK, regardless of theft value, doesn’t change theft’s result.  Property (wealth) is taken by 

someone to whom property (wealth) taken doesn’t belong.  If legal theft is to be condoned, for any 

reason, then it would be no less wrong for government to force people to become doctors or carpenters. 
 

“Since outright slavery has been discredited, “democracy” is the only remaining rationale for state 

compulsion that most people will accept.” 

~ Joseph Sobran  



 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” government is, ostensibly, government by choice.  Self-government. 

Taxes are necessary for government to perform services we, a sovereign citizenry, decide government 

is to provide.  Economist condemning Golden State billionaire tax predicts Golden State wealth owners 

will leave.  Golden State government may try imposing an exit tax. A hostage tax. Many faces, tyranny.  
 

“Democracy has proved only that the best way to gain power over people is to assure the people that 

they are ruling themselves. Once they believe that, they make wonderfully submissive slaves.” 



~ Joseph Sobran  
 

   
 

  
 

People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to require parents to enroll their children in public (government) schools. They raise thinking, 

independent-minded children. 
 

“To entrust the government with the power of determining the education which our children receive is 

entrusting our servant with the power to be our master.” 

~ David Nasaw  



 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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