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PI2025 #1072 – Shall Pay To Sustain  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"The Constitution only guarantees the American people the right to pursue happiness. You have to 

catch it yourself." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 
Wednesday, 

February 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"The refusal of King George III to allow the colonies to operate an honest money system, which freed 

the ordinary man from the clutches of the money manipulators, was probably the prime cause of the 

revolution." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“We, the American People,” were we to choose so, could quiet rumblings of President Donald J. 

Trump’s dictatorial government grab and all forms of actual or perceived governmental ‘lawful’ power 

abuse.  By taking sovereign citizenry control of Liberty’s nemesis - - - unbridled taxation. Unbridled 

taxation is part of selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation and regulation (SADLT&R). 

 

"It would be thought a hard government that should tax its people one tenth part." ~ Benjamin Franklin 

"No nation was ever ruined by trade." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

 
Safe To Say Few, If Any, media days go by sans reports and opinions of how Donald J. Trump’s 

Administration is amuck, marked by incessant Executive Orders (EOs) and battles with America’s 

court system.   Court outcomes have, through “Our, the American People’s” history, fomented as much 

socio-economic unrest as soothing socio-economic ills.  Due unquenchable thirst for unchecked power. 

 

"Make yourself sheep and the wolves will eat you." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 



 
No American President, No Level of American government can do much of anything without money. 

Money, in sophisticated terms, is revenue, or, income. Government comes by income from taxation.  

Government controls taxation income through SADLT&R.  Fundamentally, SADLT&R lets 

government apply taxation to anything legislators decide people shall pay to sustain in any manner. 

 

"[A]s all history informs us, there has been in every State & Kingdom a constant kind of warfare 

between the governing & governed: the one striving to obtain more for its support, and the other to pay 

less. And this has alone occasioned great convulsions, actual civil wars, ending either in dethroning of 

the Princes, or enslaving of the people." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

 
It Is Well Within Sovereign Citizenry power held by “Us, the American People” to take away 

government’s power to tax, and to levy taxes at our lowest political subdivisions with our exclusive 



approval.  We can fund all government needs (needs defined by us, as a sovereign citizenry) with no 

taxes other than taxes on commerce.  Consumers generate all wealth, directly or indirectly.  Doable. 

 

"All governments are more or less combinations against the people...and as rulers have no more virtue 

than the ruled...the power of government can only be kept within its constituted bounds by the display 

of a power equal to itself, the collected sentiment of the people." 

~ Benjamin Franklin Bache 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact, impose, or increase taxes without securing a majority vote approval 

in all jurisdictions affected.  They protect against property confiscation. 
 

"We Americans have no commission from God to police the world." 

~ Benjamin Harrison 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0171 – Shall Vote For Whom 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“Sell not virtue to purchase wealth, nor liberty to purchase power.” ~ Benjamin Franklin 

“Where liberty is, there is my country.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin 
Wednesday, 

February 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

 
"Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations become corrupt and vicious, they have 

more need of masters." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Media Articles On Prospects of President Donald J. Trump, or any president, having more than two 

terms in office keep populating “Our, the American People’s” airways.  Anyone who has a grip on self-

government and our election system knows America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution is up to 

interpretation.  Further, Constitutional provisions and laws are not, necessarily synchronous.  Not. 

 

"In those wretched countries where a man cannot call his tongue his own, he can scarce call anything 

his own. Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by subduing the freeness of 

speech." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 



   
 

  
 

”We, the American People,” if we have any chance  of living free of governmental-Constitutional-

legislative-judicial tyranny, know, beyond a shadow of doubt, we, a sovereign citizenry, not 

government, decide who we shall seat as our representatives.  And for how long, and how often. Two-

Term presidential precept in our federal (U.S./National) Constitution is not written in Liberty’s stone. 

 

"Little strokes fell great oaks." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 



 

  
 

  
Real parents train them young, rather 

 than let prisons do it. 

 

It Would Make No Earthly - or heavenly - sense for “Us, the American People” to change our car 

mechanics, bakers, doctors, spouses, friends, Faiths, hair stylists (pick your poison) for reason of 



arbitrary rule.  Two-Term presidency rule, while it may be worthwhile, is, push-come-to-shove, 

arbitrary.  For us to allow officialdom, academia, or stupidity to control our choice invites tyranny. 

 

"Freedom is not a gift bestowed upon us by other men, but a right that belongs to us by the laws of God 

and nature." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

    

   
 

If There Is One Principle Above all, when it comes to living in freedom underwritten by Liberty, it is 

ability to choose.  If we subscribe to an idea we may not select our election candidates as we see fit, 

then we are neither able to elect candidates as we see fit.  Arguments against presidents serving more 

than two terms, all said and done, have, at their essence, intent to control who shall vote for whom. 

 

"Make yourselves sheep and the wolves will eat you." 



~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

  
 

  
 

People lecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into defined-benefit contracts with collective bargaining units to 

confiscate American’s property. They exercise citizen sovereignty to protect their property. 
 

"No man's life, liberty or fortune is safe while our legislature is in session." 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0170 – To Have Societal Order 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"The difference between a welfare state and a totalitarian state is a matter of time." 

~ Ayn Rand 
Wednesday, 

February 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Now those who seek absolute power, even though they seek it to do what they regard as good, are 

simply demanding the right to enforce their own version of heaven on earth, and let me remind you 

they are the very ones who always create the most hellish tyranny." 

~ Barry Goldwater 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“Our, the American People’s” judges, at all levels, can recuse (excuse oneself) from trying cases. 

There is no requirement for judges to explain recusals.  Media is circulating an article wherein article 

writer claims there is hope for rule-of-law at America’s Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) 

level because a SCOTUS Justice opted out from trying a case.  Could be a sign SCOTUS fairness scant. 

 

"A government that is big enough to give you all you want is big enough to take it all away." 

~ Barry Goldwater 

 

 
“We, the American People” would be smart to, exceptions few and far between, question SCOTUS 

decisions. Along with virtually any court decision not patently predictable, such as  not stopping at a 

stop sign.   Court cases revolving around Constitutionality provisions are, whether we like them or not, 

matters of opinion.  No different than laws reflecting personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 

 

"It must be obvious that liberty necessarily means freedom to choose foolishly as well as wisely; 

freedom to choose evil as well as good; freedom to enjoy the rewards of good judgment, and freedom 

to suffer the penalties of bad judgment. If this is not true, the word 'freedom' has no meaning." 

~ Ben Moreell 

 

 
Much As It May Unsettle some if “Us, the American People,” America’s legislative-judicial system is 

not cut-and dry.  There are no unequivocal standards either legislator or magistrate can apply when 

making laws or trying cases.  Virtually every law, every court outcome is rooted in PAVB held by 

legislators-judges-scholars of previous times.  Moreover, courts render opinions, not enforcement. 

 



"For you see, the world is governed by very different personages from what is imagined by those who 

are not behind the scenes." 

~ Benjamin Disraeli 

 

 
Both Friend And Foe of President Donald J. Trump and his cadre of policy implementers operate on 

trying to gain lawfully enforceable power to either advance Trump/MAGA initiatives, or to spell death 

for Trump/MAGA initiatives.  We can, because we are a sovereign citizenry, have final say on every 

legislative-judicial-chief executive action.  We may be forced to say so, if only to have societal order. 

 

"Whenever is found what is called a paternal government, there is found state education. It has been 

discovered that the best way to ensure implicit obedience is to commence tyranny in the nursery." 

~ Benjamin Disraeli 

 

 
People Striving To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They refuse 

to live in fear or at risk brought on by “State” policy. 
 

"It has been discovered that the best way to insure implicit obedience is to commence tyranny in the 

nursery." 

~ Benjamin Disraeli 



 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #1069 – Ultimate Control Over Taxes   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"It stands to reason that where there's sacrifice, there's someone collecting sacrificial offerings." 

~ Ayn Rand 
Wednesday, 

February 12th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

Paper is a mortgage on wealth that does not exist, backed by a gun aimed at those who are expected to 

produce it. Paper is a check drawn by legal looters upon an account which is not theirs: upon the virtue 

of the victims. Watch for the day when it bounces, marked: 'Account Overdrawn.'" 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Media Report China Is Retaliating against President Donald J. Trump’s tariff (trade tax) policy. Media 

coverage sees China move as an indicator a major global trade war is about to erupt.  Could be. “We, 

the American People,” given we are consumers, have ultimate control over taxes.  By adjusting 

shopping to where there is least outlay for most purchase.  Tariffs (trade taxes) work similarly. 

 

"When you have made evil the means of survival, do not expect men to remain good." 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

 
It Would Be Smart For “Us, the American People” to recognize tariffs (trade taxes) are levied by 

governments, just like sales taxes for domestic products.  Governments, unlike consumers at large, use 

tariffs (trade taxes) to influence ideological policies of other governments.  As such, tariffs (trade taxes) 

are not focused in getting consumers biggest bangs for consumer bucks. Control over people objective. 

 

"A society that robs an individual of the product of his effort, or enslaves him, or attempts to limit the 

freedom of his mind, or compels him to act against his own rational judgment ... is not, strictly speaking, 

a society, but a mob held together by institutionalized gang-rule." 

~ Ayn Rand 

 



 
It Would Be To “Our, the American People’s” credit to focus our consumer habits toward minimizing 

impact tariffs (trade taxes) have on our lives.  Controlling taxes, by smart shopping, ultimately controls 

government power to impose ideological policies, rather than promoting socio-economic diversity and 

greatest flexibility to trade participants.  Tariffs can be neutralized by domestic product expansion. 

 

"No private embezzlers or bank robbers in history have ever plundered people’s savings on a scale 

comparable to the plunder perpetrated by the fiscal policies of statist governments." 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

 
 President Donald J. Trump May Well Be a superb negotiator.  When it comes to tariffs (trade taxes) 

President Trump is in a position to limit our consumer power by introducing his personal attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) into trade policy.  Presidents may have trade policy power; we, as s 

sovereign citizenry, can nullify trade policy – any government PAVB policy- we find detrimental. 



 

"Run for your life from any man who tells you that money is evil. That sentence is the leper’s bell of 

an approaching looter." 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect their lives and property against “State” 

intrusion. 
   

"[S]tatism is a system of institutionalized violence and perpetual civil war. It leaves men no choice but 

to fight to seize political power -- to rob or be robbed, to kill or be killed. ... Statism survives by looting; 

a free country survives by production." 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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