
PI2025 #0173-0176 02132025 letsgofirstclass.com 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2025 #0176 – Without An Education Department   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"You can't trust politicians. It doesn't matter who makes a political speech. It's all lies - and it applies 

to any rock star who wants to make a political speech as well." 

~ Bob Geldof 
Thursday, 

February 13th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"...you can go to Tagusagopos, you can go to Buenos Aires, you can go to Cairo, you can go to 

Philadelphia and all you need to know is what percentage of the Gross Domestic Product is controlled 

by government, and the greater the government, the greater the poverty, and that’s all politics is about." 

~ Bob McEwen 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” teachers will be strapped to know how to teach without a federal 

Education Department program called Institute of Education Sciences (IES).  IES may be discontinued 

by federal tax dollar funding as part of President Donald J. Trump’s Department of Government 

Efficiency (DOGE) overhaul.  IES proponents claim America’s education will decline as a result. 

 

"For every action there is an equal and opposite government program." 

~ Bob Wells 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
“We, the American People,” if we do some digging, will find federal government has been dabbling 

in ‘education’ quite a while.  Federal involvement, references accurate, dealt with various roles, 

including information sharing, non-discriminatory access, and keeping American technological 

prowess competitive with other space-bound nations. Cabinet-Level Education started in 1980. 

 

"I never liked the atmosphere of Washington. I early saw that it was impossible to build up a race of 

which the leaders were spending most of their time, thought and energy in trying to get into office, or 

in trying to stay there after they were in." 

~ Booker T. Washington 

 

 
Money-Wise, Some $80B In tax dollars provided by “Us, the American People” fund America’s federal 

Education Department.  DOGE look into Education Department spending is, given DOGE mission, an 

effort to determine if tax dollars are spent worthwhile and necessary.  How much our federal 

government needs to oversee, say, fundamental learning – three ‘Rs’ – is reasonably questionable. 

 

"When freedom prevails, the ingenuity and inventiveness of people creates incredible wealth. This is 

the source of the natural improvement of the human condition." 

~ Brian Wesbury 



 

 
There Is An Argument to be made for government – at any level – defining peculiar qualifications for 

government employees.  Should such qualification training not be available in existing schools, then it 

may be necessary to expand curricula. Or, government could provide specified job training. With 

America’s national debt $34T (Abt 100K/person), we’d survive without an Education Department. 

 

"What a curious phenomenon it is that you can get men to die for the liberty of the world who will not 

make the little sacrifice that is needed to free themselves from their own individual bondage." 

~ Bruce Barton 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They stand by free markets and limited government. 
    

"Throughout the history of the United States, war has been the primary impetus behind the growth and 

development of the central state." 

~ Bruce D. Porter 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0175 – Dissenters Want Final Say  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"Patriotism is the willingness to kill and be killed for trivial reasons." 

~ Bertrand Russell 
Thursday, 

February 13th, 2025 



 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

 
"Anyone who wants to vote probably shouldn’t be allowed to vote. Voting is the first step towards 

zombification – trying to get something without actually working for it." 

~ Bill Bonner 

 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump and his political party cohort, though they 

ostensibly ‘enjoy’ Congressional legislative majorities, are not, media report, ramming Trump/MAGA 

agenda through Congressional deliberation to presidential signature.  Has to be a reason. Reason, like 

as not, party affiliation means little when seeking unity in midst of egoists seeking lawful power. 

 

“Printing up extra money – with no backing – used to be the sort of thing only counterfeiters did. Now 

it is done by the central bankers and Treasury Secretaries themselves.” 

~ Bill Bonner 

 

   
 

  



 

“We, the American  People,” given we have, for some two-and-a-half centuries, hoped against hope 

America’s legislators would shower America with safety, security, harmony, and socio-economic bliss.  

Hope transformed to political reality, we have succeeded in creating a political climate wherein 

legislators are able to make their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory. 

 

"Central planning doesn’t work. A little bit of it is a drag. A lot is fatal." 

~ Bill Bonner 

 

   

   
 

It Would Be Smart for “Us, the American People” to recognize and confront a systemic reason why 

we have legislatively-driven socio-economic discord.  America’s ‘education’ system indoctrinates us 

to comply with government say-so, rather than control government as a sovereign citizenry. Our 

legislators, instead of buttressing our PAVB, work to make our PAVB subordinate to legislator PAVB. 

 

"Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction." 

~ Blaise Pascal 



 

  
 

  
 

Media Report, Not Unexpectedly, instances where government entities are working to keep President 

Donald J. Trump’s Depart Of Government Efficiency (DOGE) from records access.  In some ways by 

deleting web page information.  Media report despite a judicial ruling to restore deleted web page data, 

Trump/MAGA dissenters remain in opposition. Because MAGA dissenters want final say over MAGA. 

 

"Keynesianism is in part economic theory, but its real goal is the social-governmental manipulation of 

markets intended to concentrate government power in the hands of the corporate few …." 

~ Bob Chapman 



 

  
 

  
 

People Poised To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

"The task of government in this enlightened time does not extend to actually dealing with problems. 

Solving problems might put bureaucrats out of work." 

~ Bob Emmers 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 



 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0174 – (BA) HEY DOGE, THAT’S WHERE THE MONEY GOES!  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Thursday, 

February 13th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Recent (HEY DOGE, THAT’S WHERE THE MONEY GOES!) 

below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9MXg1dmE5Jm5leHQ9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZiZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbSUyRnAlMkZoZXktZG9nZS10aGF0cy13aGVyZS10aGUtbW9uZXktZ29lcyIsInAiOjE1Njg5NDMxOCwicyI6MTM0NTI0MiwiZiI6dHJ1ZSwidSI6MTE2MTY3MzI5LCJpYXQiOjE3MzkyMzYyMDEsImV4cCI6MTc0MTgyODIwMSwiaXNzIjoicHViLTAiLCJzdWIiOiJsaW5rLXJlZGlyZWN0In0.3e5gH8Ccr9u_-MJJ6v6OQLmplA1qy9WUdGiPy_L_SDc?


HEY DOGE, THAT’S WHERE THE 

MONEY GOES! 

Billions of dollars spent, For WOKE entitlements; DOGE knows just 

where that money went! (be sure to stay to the end) 

BETH ANN  

 

FEB 11 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

READ IN APP  

   

  

2-10-2025 

There’s a very old but fun song, titled “Hey, Boys That’s Where My Money 

Goes.” The fun lyrics explain how this man spends his money on his girlfriend 

and pretty much has nothing left for himself. In keeping to that same thought, 

although We the People (taxpayers) have not willingly allotted our tax dollars 

for the foolish things USAID has been allocating them to, I wanted to have a little 

fun with the foolish spending DOGE has discovered. 

HEY DOGE, THAT’S WHERE THE MONEY GOES! 

 

That’s where the money goes, 

To pay our foreign foes, 

Sharing transgender looks 

We buy them comic books. 

 

The Enemies we see 

As our money laundries. 

 

Hey DOGE that’s where the money goes. 

 

Unelected bureaucrats 

Appointed by democrats, 

Our tax dollars allocate 
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To foreign potentates. 

 

They’re worth our weight in gold, 

American secrets sold. 

We thought they’d never know  

That’s where their money goes. 

 

USA is deep in debt, 

USAID has no regrets. 

DOGE will soon make them fret. 

Pinks slips they’ll all soon get! 

 

DOGE knows where the money goes! 

 

Uh oh, USAID is exposed. 

Audits by teenage DOGE, 

Napping on humble cots  

Working around the clock. 

 

Their boss is Elon Musk, 

Who President Trump completely trusts, 

To find the money fraud 

Is a monstrous job! 

 

Departments must be just! 

Now they are all a-fuss, 

Audits by DOGE reveals 

Tax dollars they did steal.  

 

Following the money tracks,  

Finding crooked bureaucrats, 

Billions of dollars spent 

For WOKE entitlements. 



 

DOGE knows just where that money went! 

 

Auditing democrats,  

Firing their bureaucrats, 

USAID did conspire 

DOGE says you all are FIRED! 

 

YOU’RE FIRED!  

Upgrade to paid 

The best rendition I found of the original song, “That’s Where My Money Goes”, 

was on YouTube. It is Riverview Choir, – very entertaining! Enjoy! 

(288) Riverview Choir - That's where my money goes (Men's Choir) - YouTube 

Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Power the Future - Homepage 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported 

publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a 

free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth 

Segment. For the full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0173 – Deal With Illicit Activity 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Democracy: The state of affairs in which you consent to having your pocket picked, and elect the best 

man to do it." 

~ Benjamin Lichtenberg 
Thursday, 

February 13th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 
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GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"All governments are more or less combinations against the people...and as rulers have no more virtue 

than the ruled...the power of government can only be kept within its constituted bounds by the display 

of a power equal to itself, the collected sentiment of the people." 

~ Benjamin Franklin Bache 

 

 
Media Report, As Of February 11th, 2025, “Our, the American People’s” Corporate Transparency Act 

(CTA) is expected to be in effect following legal review.  Our CTA was created to, reportedly, combat 

sundry illicit activity.  CTA objective is to be met by exposing financial transactions leading to money 

sources involved. Onus is on America’s business to reveal money trails to federal Treasury Department.   

 

"We Americans have no commission from God to police the world." 

~ Benjamin Harrison 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


CTA, Implemented, Requires Business Owners to report detailed client information. Such requirement 

puts a financial burden on business owners to, essentially, assure monies transacted between business 

owner and client are not in any way illicit.   Business owners, in effect, are made to be law enforcement 

agents. “We, the American People” are not government agents.  Crime detection is government’s job. 

 

"Given man's nature, freedom will always be in jeopardy, and the only question that need concern each 

of us is if and how well we took our stand in its defense during the short period of time when we were 

potentially a part of the struggle." 

~ Benjamin Rogge 

 

 
CTA, In Strict Compliance, would require “Us, the American People” who are business owners, when 

paid in cash, to, by some means, assure cash rendered for goods or services provided was not obtained 

by illicit means.  Such requirement would, necessarily, burden a business owner with investigative 

responsibility at whatever cost necessary. Customers pay all cost-of sales, including CTA compliance. 

 

"The tree of liberty could not grow were it not watered with the blood of tyrants." 

~ Bertrand Barere de Vieuzac 

 

 
CTA Requirements Imposed On American businesses, essentially turn businesses into government 

operatives – at business owner/client expense.  Cost to fulfil CTA requirements could be inordinate to 



satisfy CTA criteria for verification against illicit activity.  America’s justice departments and IRS arms 

are supposed to deal with illicit activity. America’s business reports businesslike monetary transactions. 

 

"A society of sheep must in time beget a government of wolves." 

~ Bertrand de Jouvenel 

 

 
People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact, impose, or increase taxes without securing a majority vote approval 

in all jurisdictions affected.  They protect against property confiscation. 
 

"There is no nonsense so arrant that it cannot be made the creed of the vast majority by adequate 

governmental action." 

~ Bertrand Russell  

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 



 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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