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PI2025 #0180 – Are Incapable Of Quieting 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"I know not what treason is, if sapping and betraying the liberties of a people be not treason." 

~ Cato 
Friday, 

February 14th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Socialism is workable only in Heaven where it isn’t needed, and in Hell where they’ve got it." 

~ Cecil Palmer 

 

 
“We, the American People” would be smart to take a jaundiced stance when legislative-judicial, and 

executive branch government officials take on a tutorial or lobbying role.  Observe and listen closely, 

we will, all but invariably, detect personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) expression.  As 

opposed to utter neutrality, as they are supposed to practice. We ought encourage their frank revelation. 

 

"Liberty is one of the choicest gifts that heaven hath bestowed upon man, and exceeds in value all the 

treasures which the earth contains within its bosom, or the sea covers. Liberty, as well as honor, man 

ought to preserve at the hazard of his life, for without it life is insupportable." 

~ Cervantes 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Legislative Impartiality, Judicial Neutrality, governmental fairness, academic and intellectual 

freedom, along with unrestricted socio-economic opportunity are impossible when laced with personal 

attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) made lawfully compulsory. “Our, the America People’s” 

Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) become tacit lobbyists by scorning court outcomes. 

 

"The difference between a democracy and a dictatorship is that in a democracy you vote first and take 

orders later; in a dictatorship you don't have to waste your time voting." 

~ Charles Bukowski 

 

 
No Thinking Human Being Is Without PAVB bias. No legislator, no judge (including SCOTUS 

Justices) , no government chief executive can lay claim to detachment attending their job as public 

official.  Objectivity, with rare exception, if at all, is out of legislative-judicial reach. Society-wise, 

comparative objectivity, for “Us, the American People,” lies, perhaps, in authority’s devolution. 



 

"Liberty will not descend to a people, a people must raise themselves to liberty; it is a blessing that 

must be earned before it can be enjoyed." 

~ Charles Caleb Colton 

 

 
Americas Commonwealth (Federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions, while eloquently written, 

do not offer legislative-judicial tranquility by neutralizing Lawfully compulsory PAVB.  

Constitutionality, Americana-wise, is far from consensus-like interpretation.  As such, America’s 

legislative-judicial goings on are incapable of quieting socio-economic unrest in our diverse culture. 

 

"Liberty will not descend to a people; a people must raise themselves to liberty." 

~ Charles Caleb Colton 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend these United States. They require elected leaders to 

defend America’s liberty unequivocally. 
 

"Tyrants have not yet discovered any chains that can fetter the mind." 



~ Charles Caleb Colton 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0179 – Cleric And Legislator Marks 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"History is full of people who out of fear, or ignorance, or lust for power has destroyed knowledge of 

immeasurable value which truly belongs to us all. We must not let it happen again." 

~ Carl Sagan 
Friday, 

February 14th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
"One of the saddest lessons of history is this: If we've been bamboozled long enough, we tend to reject 

any evidence of the bamboozle. We're no longer interested in finding out the truth." 

~ Carl Sagan 

 

   
 



  
 

“We, the American People” are witnessing classic examples of contrast when it comes to Popes and 

Presidents (legislators and clerics) exerting their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) as 

standard bearers for everyone, regardless how everyone’s Faith and quasi-modern day national fealty 

driven by (PAVB) come to bear on their efforts to have ordinary people tow cleric and legislator marks. 

 

"If you want to be free, there is but one way; it is to guarantee an equally full measure of liberty to all 

your neighbors. There is no other." 

~ Carl Schurz 

 

   



 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) Justice Clarence 

Thomas, media report, has come down hard on a circuit court for not respecting rule of law. Justice 

Thomas was emphatic, asserting case must be retried in light of precedent.  Pope Francis has an 

encyclical out on immigrant support Vice-President J.D. Vance is reported to categorically denounce.   

 

"Public educators, like Soviet farmers, lack any incentive to produce results, innovate, to be efficient, 

to make the kinds of difficult changes that private firms operating in a competitive market must make 

to survive." 

~ Carolyn Lochhead 

 

 
 



   
 

It Would Be Smart For “Us, the American People” to bring clear minds to bear when tempted to take 

sides with those in positions of authority who apply PAVB as part and parcel to their positional 

authority.  Pope Francis, based on denouncing V-P Vance ‘America first’ immigration stand, would 

have America open her borders unconditionally, with Americans to bear immigration financial burden. 

 

"There are two kinds of restrictions on human liberty -- the restraint of law and that of custom. No 

written law has ever been more binding than unwritten custom supported by popular opinion." 

~ Carrie Chapman Catt 

 

  



 

   
 

Justice Thomas And His Holiness could be seen as intruding where they should refrain. At least until 

they are directly involved with specific cases being handled by other authorities close at hand. No 

doubt, however, we, as sovereign citizens and free-thinking proponents, will be urged by our differing 

PAVB to side one way or t’ other.  Urge to control other people’s conduct is nigh on irresistible. 

 

"Whoever would overthrow the Liberty of a Nation, must begin by subduing Freedom of Speech...." 

~ Cato 

 



   
 

  
 

People Deciding To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into contracts with collective bargaining units. They uphold citizen 

sovereignty to prevent government from imposing debt-laden defined benefit contracts. 
  

"The Fruits of a Man's honest Industry are the just Rewards of it, ascertained to him by natural and 

eternal Equity, as is his Title to use them in the Manner which he thinks fit: And thus, with the above 

Limitations, every Man is sole Lord and Arbitrer of his own private Actions and Property." 

~ Cato 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 



 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0178 – Except In Extraordinary Circumstances    

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"'Useful,' and 'necessity' was always 'the tyrant's plea'." 

~ C.S. Lewis 
Friday, 

February 14th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is why the little decisions you and I make 

every day are of such infinite importance." 

~ C.S. Lewis 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


If There Is A Bone Fide Constitutional crisis at hand, “We, the American People” could glean, from 

media coverage, such Constitutional crisis is perpetuated by America’s judiciary balking at President 

Donald J. Trump’s executive Order (EO) actions to implement Trump/MAGA agenda. Presidential 

EOs are directed at federal agencies under presidential supervision. Ordinary Americans indirectly. 

 

"Perhaps one of the most important accomplishments of my administration has been minding my own 

business." 

~ Calvin Coolidge 

 

 
Media Word Is Presidential Donald J. Trump Administration will comply with judicial orders, but 

will pursue all legal avenues to gain ultimate court concurrence. Ultimate court concurrence can be 

taken to mean run cases through appellate system, ultimately, getting either Supreme Court of the 

United States (SCOTUS) backing, or, SCOTUS returning, deal with lower court level opinions. 

 

"I want the people of America to be able to work less for the government and more for themselves. I 

want them to have the rewards of their own industry." 

~ Calvin Coolidge 

 



 
“Our, the American People’s” judicial system is not predisposed for cut-and-dry results.  There is no 

clear remedy for situations where executive and judicial government branches disagree i.e. SCOTUS 

rules against president; president ignores SCOTUS, goes about business;  Congressional legislators 

bring impeachment charges; Senate and president are in political majority, stand united.  Impasse.  

 

"Nothing is easier than spending public money. It does not appear to belong to anybody. The temptation 

is overwhelming to bestow it on somebody." 

~ Calvin Coolidge 

 



 
It Is Possible For “Us, the American People” to ban together and minimize times when America’s 

government is hamstrung by three, ostensibly co-equal, branches ending up in gridlock over 

jurisdictional authority.  We could limit legislative-judicial-executive authority to our lowest political 

subdivisions. No higher-level intervention except in extraordinary circumstances.  Not ideal. Better. 

 

"No matter what anyone may say about making the rich and the corporations pay taxes, in the end they 

come out of the people who toil." 

~ Calvin Coolidge 

 

 
People Committed To Living In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to set limits on interest earned or charged in any financial transaction 



between private citizens or between private citizens and any financial institution or company not 

backed by public money.  They uphold citizen sovereignty and self-government. 
    

"Finding the occasional straw of truth awash in a great ocean of confusion and bamboozle requires 

intelligence, vigilance, dedication and courage." 

~ Carl Sagan 

 

 
  

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0177 – Overturned By Appellate Review 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"It is poor civic hygiene to install technologies that could someday facilitate a police state." 

~ Bruce Schneier 
Friday, 

February 14th, 2025 



 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,204,598,535,356. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,637 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.49%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,425,618,188,523. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,046; every citizen $107,077. 

 

"Terrorists can only take my life. Only my government can take my freedom." 

~ Bruce Schneier 

 

 
“We, the American People” ought not be duped into thinking America’s judges are non-partisan, 

apolitical persons.  Judges, chips in, are people who may be more conversant in points of law and 

origins of law.  There being no incontrovertible standards judges can go by when trying cases, judicial 

decisions, shocking as it may seem, stem from judges’ personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB).  

 

"I can scarcely contemplate a greater calamity that could befall this country, than be loaded with a debt 

exceeding their ability ever to discharge. If this be a just remark, it is unwise and improvident to vest 

in the general government a power to borrow at discretion, without any limitation or restriction." 

~ Brutus 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Media Report One Of “Our, the American People’s” Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) 

Justices delivered a masked warning against monarchy-like power plays.  Without naming who was 

targeted in said warning.  Justice in question phrased implication as, “Court decisions stand, whether 

one particular person chooses to abide by them or not.”  Or, until overturned by appellate review.  

 

"There are only two mistakes one can make along the road to truth; not going all the way, and not 

starting." 

~ Buddha 

 

 
It May Be Common Knowledge to, at least, some of “Us, the American People” court decisions are 

neither permanent, nor laced with enforcement power.  Court decisions, if they are to be enforced, are 



enforced by members of law enforcement; by America’s governmental executive branches.  Suich 

being so, America’s presidents may well choose to ignore SCOTUS decisions.  Odd, true, nonetheless. 

 

"The idea of creating systems designed to threaten, coerce, and kill, and to imbue such agencies with 

principled legitimacy, and not expect them to lead to wars, genocides, and other tyrannical practices, 

expresses an innocence we can no longer afford to indulge." 

~ Butler Shaffer 

 

 
When America’s Chief Executives choose not to act on court orders, they can be held to account by 

legislatures.  Legislatures, however, are composed of people with political ties and who, not unlike 

magistrates, operate by their PAVB.  Chief Executive impeachment not likely when executive branches 

and legislatures are of like political membership with majority-vote power.  Might as well role dice. 

 

"When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you will find more hideous crimes have been 

committed in the name of obedience than have ever been committed in the name of rebellion." 

~ C.P. Snow  

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their property against government intrusion – with force if 

necessary. 
 

"No one is fit to be trusted with power. ... No one. ... Any man who has lived at all knows the follies 

and wickedness he's capable of. ... And if he does know it, he knows also that neither he nor any man 

ought to be allowed to decide a single human fate." 

~ C.P. Snow 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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