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PI2026 #0116 – Seeks Political Inflation Control 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“The supply of government exceeds the demand.” 

~ Lewis H. Lapham II 

Tuesday, 

February 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

 

“War has become a spectator sport for Americans.” 

~ Gene R. LaRocque 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


If “We, the American People” consult a lexicon – a dictionary, we’ll find inflation defined as a rise in 

cost (price) of good and services over time. If we look to trusty AI sources to cite a dictionary for 

inflation causes, odds are we’ll find AI sources categorizing types of inflation, as opposed to delineating 

inflation causes.  An example of an inflation type would be cost-push inflation, e.g., production costs. 

 

“To say that a bad government must be established for fear of anarchy is really saying that we should 

kill ourselves for fear of dying.” 

~ Richard Henry Lee  

 

 
It Should Come As No Surprise to “Us, the American People” Election 2026 campaigns will have 

loads of propaganda and rhetoric designed to have us cast ballots for candidates vowing to force prices 

down for us as consumers.  “Our, the American People’s” government, as do other governments, no 

matter who happens to have legislative, executive, or judicial majority, . 

 

“Government is a disease masquerading as its own cure.” 

~ Robert LeFevre  

 



 
It Would Be Smart for “Us, the American People” to recognize government, while it can influence 

inflation through fiscal and monetary policy – or other means such as by waging war – can not control 

time and effort required to offer goods and services to consumers.   Government can impose property 

(wealth) confiscation and choice (Liberty) restriction through sundry tactics, but can not control cost. 

 

“Give peace a chance.” 

~ John Lennon 

 

 
Governments Work To Achieve Ideological aims through selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory 

legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R), private-owned government-controlled public 



housing an example.  Public housing costs to occupants and taxpayers weigh heavily on inflationary 

trends.  SADLT&R is a mandate, not a productivity mechanism.  Productivity defies legislation. 

 

“Democracy: The state of affairs in which you consent to having your pocket picked, and elect the best 

man to do it.” 

~ Benjamin Lichtenberg 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to impose mandatory governmental withdrawal conditions or limits on 

people’s investments or deposits. They exercise self-government to prohibit government from 

regulating their financial affairs. 
 

“Successful … politicians are insecure and intimidated men. They advance politically only as they 

placate, appease, bribe, seduce, bamboozle or otherwise manage to manipulate the demanding and 

threatening elements in their constituencies.” 

~ Walter Lippmann  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0115 – Evil In Some Eyes 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“History suggests that capitalism  

Tuesday, 

February 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

is a necessary condition for political freedom.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
 

“Taxes are not levied for the benefit of the taxed.” 

~ Robert A. Heinlein  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

  
 

Big Apple Residents Expecting Their new Mayor to deliver on his campaign promise to help defray 

renter costs should not be surprised Mayor Mamdani has met a court snag.  His Honor’s predecessor, 

report media, got behind litigation to stop proposed renter relief effort due excessive cost.  Asked how 

he’ll cope with court obstacle, Mayor Mamdani said he was taking several measures.  Several measures. 

 



“And when a man spends someone else’s money on someone else, he doesn’t care how much he spends 

or what he spends it on. And that’s government for you.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

  
 

  
 

“We, the American People” have twenty-five decades of legislator-politicians making campaign 

promises not kept. Politicians and legislators have a way of shifting broken promise causes to other 



people, not least their predecessors. We would be smart to not take legislators or politicians at their 

word.  For one thing, if no other, lawmakers have to contend with chief public executives and judges. 

 

“Tyranny is defined as that which is legal for the government but illegal for the citizenry.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson  

 

  

    
 

“Our, the American People’s” triumvirate governmental form lends itself to lethargy.  All said and 

done, our much-touted system is fraught with round-about barriers against effectiveness and efficiency. 

All said and done, there is nothing to stop proposed legislation, taxation, and regulation from being 

hung up in litigation-review procedures for years. Equal government branches means political swamp 

 



“The most esteemed journalists are precisely the most servile. For it is by making themselves useful to 

the powerful that they gain access to the “best” sources.” 

~ Walter Karp  

 

  
 

   
 

Mayor Mamdani Is On Record saying one of Big Apple measures to bring renter relief will be fighting 

rental rip-offs. We would not be short sighted to interpret rip-ffs to mean excessive rental rates.  Mr. 



Mamdani might even decide to lower allowable rental prices  so low rental property owners would not 

be able to cover costs of keeping rental units to acceptable standards.  Profit is evil in some eyes. 

 

“Every time that we try to lift a problem from our own shoulders, and shift that problem to the hands 

of the government, to the same extent we are sacrificing the liberties of our people.” 

~ JFK  

 

  
 

  
 

 

People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents. They remove 

offenders summarily without benefit of keeping their seats and pay until another election. 
 

“There is all the difference in the world between treating people equally and attempting to make them 

equal.” 

~ F.A. Hayek 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 



• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0114 – (BA) Losing Patience! 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Tuesday, 

February 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Losing Patience!) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com


 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Losing Patience! 

When Americans lose their patience, tyranny will end and Liberty will 

once again win! 

BETH ANN  

 

APR 26 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

READ IN APP  

   

  

4-26-2024 

“The marvel of all history is the patience with which men and women 

submit to burdens unnecessarily laid upon them by their government.” 

George Washington 

In the last couple of weeks, I’ve watched as New Yorkers express their 

disappointment in the current administration and want President Trump back in 

the White House working to Make America Great Again! The gentleman in the 

hardhat mentioned jobs, economy, the illegal alien invasion, and the rise in 

crime, as his reasoning to put Trump back in the White House. 

While Katie Couric believes Americans who favor MAGA policies and President 

Trump are jealous of intellectuals like herself, I can assure her, Americans give 

her very little thought! Intellectuals like her have lied to the American people, 

suppressed real news for fake news, they are the ones who have brought a great 

deal of the division in this nation; from the 2020 mostly peaceful riots, to Antifa 

and BLM burning cities, open borders, anti-Constitution policies, higher taxes, 

and fewer jobs for Americans. It is the intellectuals who cannot define a woman, 

believe men can have babies, murdering the unborn or new-born is ok. The 

intellectuals agree with placing pornography in front of small children and 

subjecting them to perverts, such as drag queens. Intellectuals in the education 
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system will hide the crime of a rape of a young female student in the female’s 

bathroom by a trans male pretending to be female. Intellectuals are racists and 

believe you must give those who are underqualified jobs regardless of who 

might get hurt. Intellectuals are not smart enough or tough enough to fight their 

way out of a paper bag. No, we are not jealous Katie, and frankly, I’ve lost all pity 

for you as well. Intellectuals are shallow, self-centered narcissists who think 

they know everything but in reality are incapable of an honest conversation or 

logic, because they possess no common sense. 

Will the blue states turn red? Political analysts love to predict this or that, but it 

is Americans who will decide. We do need to be well informed, however, things 

are increasingly and obviously dangerous now and our way of life has been 

grossly deteriorated by the democrat policies, which go against all that is good 

in America. Yes, Americans are awake and we have lost our patience! 

Upgrade to paid 

I recently read in the Washington Examiner that according to a new poll from 

Axios, 51% of the population wants to see the government conduct mass 

deportations of illegal immigrants. Perhaps most astonishing is that the policy is 

supported by 42% of Democrats, indicating that even the president’s own party 

is fed up with his handling of the issue. 

It only makes sense that all the illegal aliens that have entered this nation 

illegally, whether in the last three-plus years or the last 30 years, should be 

deported; their children too! There should be no birthright citizenship given to 

those who entered this nation illegally. If they are truly seeking asylum, they 

need to plead their case in a legal manner. DACA is done; expired! 

I have one exception to this deportation, all those who are victims of human 

trafficking should be given the choice to stay here or return to their homes. 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.4gLQ7GwpGK1fJnGtxMvrj7xVq2TgcGz5f7CcNBa3DSY?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=144053611
https://substack.com/redirect/78cdfa19-3a0c-41d0-94b8-8f73f9f3ee83?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


This may all sound hard and cold, but I can assure you that if you want to restore 

peace, Life, Liberty and that wonderful pursuit of Happiness, we must fill our 

nation with citizens who love her and respect her and respect the Rule of Law. 

Regarding the hardened illegal alien criminals: Those who have been found 

guilty of murder and other violent, horrific crimes, or distributing fentanyl, 

should automatically be given the death penalty. There is no reason for this 

nation to grant room and board for the criminals of other nations. I do realize 

that the very ones who are ok with murdering the unborn and newly born 

(intellectuals), believe the death penalty is cruel but the death penalty is Biblical 

and America must protect the innocent by punishing those who are a threat and 

danger to Americans. 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE US, LEAVE US! 

If you are anti-American and believe our Constitution is out of date, then it might 

be time for you to go! 

Loyalists leave America 

It was in January of 1782 when America had a large evacuation. After defeating 

Great Britain, those colonists, who were loyal to the crown, and who actually 

preferred a dictatorship over freedom and independence, were sent packin’! 

The evacuation was to the tune of nearly 100,000 colonists. You can’t build a 

nation fighting from within, knowing there are spies among you who are loyal to 

your enemies. 

It's no different today really. We have so-called American citizens, who have 

been fighting against our way of life, who hate our Constitution and abhor our 

Bill of Rights.  

We have sat back for decades and watched as the ones we elected to protect 

and guard our nation used their positions to profit, to steal and to commit all 

kinds of immoral acts. 



The most recent example of this hate is their hyperbolic reactions to President 

Donald Trump. Notice too that it wasn’t just one-side of the political aisle. 

Hillary Clinton lost her race, threw a drunken fit (proving she’s not fit to govern), 

then in her bitterness and anger she paid for a fake dossier in order to frame the 

President of the United States. The late Republican Senator John McCain helped 

distribute this false document. We watched as many in Congress lied and 

attacked President Trump, impeaching him twice. Nancy Pelosi showed her 

contempt, not just for President Trump, but for all America, when she stood 

there in front of God and everyone, as “the Ripper of the House,” tearing the 

President State of the Union speech into. Making a show of her personal 

disdain, the Ripper of the House insulted the position of the President of the 

United States before the world. She should have been fined and kicked out of 

her positions, but there were no consequences for her disrespectful behavior. 

Today, she actually has the gall to tell President Netanyahu to resign. 

Upgrade to paid 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE US, LEAVE US! 

Hollywood elites, some political figures (both sides of the aisle) in the past have 

“threatened” to leave America if the candidate they choose is not elected. 

We’ve heard their idle-shallow-promises to depart numerous times! Since the 

majority of these are believers in “free choice,” it is my opinion, that it’s time we 

actually allowed them their freedom. In fact, we should demand they have their 

freedom. It just makes sense to me to strip them of their citizenship and send 

them to their country of choice. Maybe if we sent them all to Haiti they could 

prove to us how well and perfect their intellectual ideas truly are… 

I’m only halfway kidding in this evacuation plan; they should choose, they might 

not prefer Haiti. I am serious, however, about evacuating all Americans who 

hate America, just as was done in 1782. If we are to Restore America in 2024 we 

need true freedom loving Patriots involved and working toward MAGA. I don’t 

want to listen to any idiotic politician or “intellectual” telling me that America 

was never that great to begin with. It was the first part of Governor Andrew 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.4gLQ7GwpGK1fJnGtxMvrj7xVq2TgcGz5f7CcNBa3DSY?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=144053611


Cuomo’s statement that gives reason to evacuate all those who say, “We aren’t 

going to make America Great again.” Fine, then leave!  Seriously, if you don’t like 

us, leave us… and don’t let the door hit-ya on the way out! 

United We Stand, Divided We Fall! 

“We must, indeed, all hang together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang 

separately.” Benjamin Franklin 

We must all stand with the gentleman in New York wearing a hard hat. This 

American gets it! He sees the enemy, he has felt the sting of the enemy, he has 

lost his patience with the current administration, and he’s voting to MAGA! 

Lest you think that this is about Trump, I assure you it is not! This is about 

America. We are in a war for the very soul of this nation. The left, those Katie 

Couric intellectuals, will not be satisfied until they serve you up more suffering 

and slavery. They back a president who is only a figurehead, who has no 

authority. If they have their intellectual way, our nation will continue to be run by 

the deep state; established bureaucratic dictators, who ignore and hate our 

Constitution and American way of life. 

When Americans lose their patience, tyranny will end and Liberty will once 

again win! …because Liberty is always in the hands of the people, but first it 

must be a longing and a lust within their hearts. 

Lose your patience America and let’s Bring America Home. © 

Join me weekday mornings at: Home - CSC Talk Radio 

Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Immuno 150 | The 70 Minerals are Key 
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Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Power the Future - Homepage 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported 

publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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PI2026 #0113 – We’ll Check Our Checking 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“The gentle government that promises to hold your hand as you cross the street refuses to let go on the 

other side.” 

~ Theodore J. Forstmann 

Tuesday, 

February 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

 

“Make yourself sheep and the wolves will eat you.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

 
Those of “Us, the American People” fearful AI would take away people’s jobs, therefore, livelihood, 

can breathe easy.  MediA report exact opposite.  One article includes a photo with caption noting AI is 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


worth a trillion greenbacks, but people are working more, not less.  AI, if nothing else, is a convenient 

way to check multiple fact-finding sources.   Lest there’s a virus-like conspiracy deceiving all but Elon. 

 

“Underlying most arguments against the free market is a lack of belief in freedom itself.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
A Related Ai Doom-And-Gloom article asserts AI is causing intellectual fatigue.  Article refers to a 

study wherein workers report something known as work creep, along with longer time spent on and at 

work.  One worker surveyed reported giving AI prompts before doing something else so AI could keep 

turning away unsupervised.   “We, the American people” certainly don’t want AI unsupervised. 

 

“We have a system that increasingly taxes work and subsidizes non-work.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
Hard To Argue Time Is Invaluable.  Anything we can do to save us time is more than worth “Our, the 

American People’s” time.   AI sources are in universal accord: AI saves time.  Our neurosis over 



everything we encounter, however, is tweaked by students of AI influence who point out AI-saved time 

might not be used for leisure.  Because, being anxious about everything, we’ll check our checking. 

 

“What kind of a society isn’t structured on greed? The problem of social organization is how to set up 

an arrangement under which greed will do the least harm.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
Media AI Coverage Points To AI heightening productivity.  This AI power is looked at, by some, as a 

potential for greater performance expectations from workers.  Due having more efficient tools at their 

disposal.  More productivity demands can make one’s sense of urgency take a turn upward.  Or, so one 

could conclude, is implied.  Could be we’ll be hearing of AI burn-out in due time.  As AI permeates. 

 

 “Adam Smith’s key insight was that both parties to an exchange can benefit and that, so long as 

cooperation is strictly voluntary, no exchange can take place unless both parties do benefit.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They exercise self-government to 

protect their property. 
 



“Self-interest is not myopic selfishness. It is whatever it is that interests the participants, whatever they 

value, whatever goals they pursue.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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