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PI2025 #0216 – Tranny At Arm’s Length 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"What is any political campaign save a concerted effort to turn out a set of politicians who are 

admittedly bad and put in a set who are thought to be better." 

~ H.L. Mencken 
Sunday, 

February 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,212,795,501,914. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,682 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,483,550,123,771. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,210. 

 

"The truth, indeed, is something that mankind, for some mysterious reason, instinctively dislikes. Every 

man who tries to tell it is unpopular, and even when, by the sheer strength of his case, he prevails, he 

is put down as a scoundrel." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People” are nearing a point of running President Donald J. Trump out of 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue tarred and feathered.  Feathers courtesy of all those anti-Trump/MAGA people 

whose feathers President Donald J. rustled. Media has on-going examples of supposed public and 

private sector discontent with president Donald J.  Reports representative, he might be gone in weeks. 

 

"The typical lawmaker of today is a man wholly devoid of principle — a mere counter in a grotesque 

and knavish game. If the right pressure could be applied to him, he would be cheerfully in favor of 

polygamy, astrology or cannibalism." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 



 
Presuming Media Reports On Dissatisfaction with “Our, the American People’s” President Doanld J. 

are accurate, Election 2024 might be one of America’s electorate’s greatest mistakes of all time. They 

who champion Trump/MAGA/Musk initiatives claim President Donald J. is making good on his 

campaign promises.  Trump/MAGA/Musk detractors point to promises not kept, lowering prices one. 

 

"[Referring to FDR] If he became convinced tomorrow that coming out for cannibalism would get him 

the votes he needs so sorely, he would begin fattening a missionary in the White House yard come 

Wednesday." 

~ H.L. Mencken  

 



 
It Is Folly For “Us, the American People” to believe legislative office candidates, presidential 

candidates foremost, are unilaterally capable of doing as they say they will, should we be weak enough 

to elect them on their promises.  Presidents, regardless their famous and infamous Executive Order 

(EO) power, are held in check by legislators and magistrates. And, by an American sovereign citizenry. 

 

"When A annoys or injures B on the pretense of saving or improving X, A is a scoundrel." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

 
President Donald J. Trump, By EO Design or inadvertently, has prompted people to do an unthinkable 

thing. Think. Media coverage invites us not to think, only read and heed. Trump/MAGA/Musk 



detractors, opponents, and rivals warn us to join their ranks, lest we perish at hands of a dictator.  We, 

despite our efforts to resist acting on our behalf, will, sooner or later, act to keep tranny at arm’s length.  

  

"It is [a politician's] business to get and hold his job at all costs. If he can hold it by lying, he will hold 

it by lying; if lying peters out, he will try to hold it by embracing new truths. His ear is ever close to 

the ground." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to set limits on interest earned or charged in any financial transaction 

between private citizens or between private citizens and any financial institution or company not 

backed by public money.  They uphold citizen sovereignty and self-government. 
 

"Public opinion, in its raw state, gushes out in the immemorial form of the mob's fear. It is piped into 

central factories, and there it is flavoured and coloured and put into cans." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0215 – Presidents Have No Authority 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"If, after I depart this vale, you ever remember me and have thought to please my ghost, forgive some 

sinner and wink your eye at some homely girl." 

~ H.L. Mencken 
Sunday, 

February 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,212,795,501,914. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,682 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,483,550,123,771. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,210. 

 

 
"All the odds are on the man who is, intrinsically, the most devious and mediocre...." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

   
 

“We, the American People” would be smart - very smart – to recognize, and come to grips with – 

presidential authority, how it is acted on by presidents and how it is limited, latter concept more 

pertinent.  America’s presidents are politicians-legislators.  They act on their personal attitudes, values, 

and beliefs (PAVB) as they sur mise they have lawful authority, whether actual or perceived to be. 

 

"As democracy is perfected, the office represents, more and more closely, the inner soul of the people. 

We move toward a lofty ideal. On some great and glorious day the plain folks of the land will reach 

their heart's desire at last, and the White House will be adorned by a downright moron." 

~ H.L. Mencken 



 

   

 
 

President Donald J. Trump Has, at least by media reports, been testing PAVB presidential authority.  

“Our, the American People’s” judiciary are hardly united in decisions on President Donald J. behaving 

within prescribed presidential authority.  Right, wrong, good, bad, or indifferent, President Donald J. 

has not been carted off to jail, served with warrants, or  his behavior stopped by Congressional action. 

 

"To sum up: 1. The cosmos is a gigantic fly-wheel making 10,000 revolutions a minute. 2. Man is a 

sick fly taking a dizzy ride on it. 3. Religion is the theory that the wheel was designed and set spinning 

to give him the ride." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 



   
 

   
 

If President Donald J. Trump Is acting contrary to electorate majority will, America’s electorate 

majority have not seen fit, with pitchforks in hand, to arrest him.  Legislative-judicial-executive acts 

are, at their final test, accepted or rejected by “Us, the American People” as a sovereign citizenry. No 

other action taken by anyone is of lasting consequence.  Regardless how ‘experts might quarrel. 



 

"To be happy one must be (a) well fed, unhounded by sordid cares, at ease in Zion, (b) full of a 

comfortable feeling of superiority to the masses of one's fellow men, and (c) delicately and unceasingly 

amused according to one's taste." 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

   
 

  
 

Media Report, As An Example, a GOP legislator has found President Doanld J. Trump’s federal 

employee firings presidential authority gone out of control.  Legislator in question argues government 

size and structure is a matter for Congress, not America’s chief executives.  Ordinary people might 

conclude if America’s presidents may not act without Congressional OK, presidents have no authority. 

 

"The fact is that the average man's love of liberty is nine-tenths imaginary, exactly like his love of 

sense, justice and truth." 

~ H.L. Mencken 



 

  
 

  
 

People Longing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their property against government intrusion – with force if 

necessary. 
 

"Liberty is not a thing for the great masses of men. It is the exclusive possession of a small and 

disreputable minority, like knowledge, courage and honor. It takes a special sort of man to understand 

and enjoy liberty — and he is usually an outlaw in democratic societies." 

~ H.L. Mencken  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 



Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0214 – To Think About It 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Any American who is prepared to run for president should automatically, by definition, be disqualified 

from ever doing so." 

~ Gore Vidal 
Sunday, 

February 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,212,795,501,914. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,682 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,483,550,123,771. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,210. 

 

"If [drugs] didn't exist, our government would have to invent them, the better to enact laws aimed at 

keeping the citizens 'sinless and obedient'." 

~ Gore Vidal 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Four More Years” Could Be Reverberating across “Our, the American People’s” land of 

unConstitutionality, should one Donald J. Trump decide to run for a third term.  Anti-Trump forces are 

sure to howl - have howled – Donald J. Trump can not serve more than two terms. America’s federal 

(U.S./National) Constitution says so.  Said Constitution says nothing about elected more than twice. 

 

"Heresy is only another word for freedom of thought." 

~ Graham Greene 

 

 
Whilst “We, the American People,” who fancy themselves as strict Constitutionalists at any rate, claim 

our federal (U.S./National) Constitution prohibits two-term(+) presidents, scholars, legislators, 

academics, street folks, pastors, interpret Constitutionality on a regular basis.  We, a sovereign citizenry 

– and fourth branch of government – have power to seat anyone we choose to be an elected official. 

 

"A censor is a man who knows more than he thinks you ought to." 

~ Granville Hicks 

 



 
In All Matters Of American Societal Activity, no one has superiority over “Us, the American People.” 

It is an exclusive domain overseen by us, and us alone.  Provided we do not allow formal government 

to rein herd over us and tell us who we may elect as our president – or any other elected official.  We 

are nuts for letting presidential term nonsense detract from more important matters.  Like inflation. 

 

"The true remedy for most evils is none other than liberty, unlimited and complete liberty, liberty in 

every field of human endeavor." 

~ Gustave de Molinari 

 

 
Like As Not, Donald J. Trump has absolutely no intention to be a third-term president.  He doesn’t 

have to be to influence American life.  Donald J. Trump can be a surrogate president, of sorts, by acting 

as nothing more than consultant to America’s coming presidents. Or, as a rabble-raising critic who 

irritates officialdom by challenging officialdom authority – and prodding people to think about it. 



 

"Patriotism is a kind of religion; it is the egg from which wars are hatched." 

~ Guy de Maupassant 

 

 
People Poised To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They stand by free markets and limited government. 
 

"Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe." 

~ H.G. Wells 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0213 – To Shift Congressional Majorities 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Taxation with representation ain't so hot either." 

~ Gerald Barzan 
Sunday, 

February 23rd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,212,795,501,914. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,682 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.53%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,483,550,123,771. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,210. 

 

"We are reluctant to admit that we owe our liberties to men of a type that today we hate and fear--

unruly men, disturbers of the peace, men who resent and denounce what Whitman called 'the insolence 

of elected persons'--in a word, free men." 

~ Gerald W. Johnson 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” Election 2026 midterm is shaping up to be more than a little telling.  

By Election 2026 campaign season, President Donald J. Trump will have either solidified his hold on 

federal government, or, they with expectations for government to shower them with satisfaction for 

every need will have mounted enough resistance to shift Congressional majorities.  Not unprecedented.  

 

"The true test of liberty is the right to test it, the right to question it, the right to speak to my neighbors, 

to grab them by the shoulders and look into their eyes and ask, “Are we free?" 

~ Gerry Spence 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
President Donald J. Trump’s Congressional majority hold may depend on how many opposition party 

movers and shakers get behind President Donald J.’s agenda.  Opposition party members who close 

ranks with President Doanld J. have been getting nailed on social media.  Politics is not so much about 

administering good for people, rather gaining power to define good and legislate it by majority vote. 

 

"The thing that differentiates people from animals is money." 

~ Gertrude Stein 

 

 
An Opposition Party Governor recently praised President Donald J. Trump for lambasting Big Apple 

notion to control congestion by levying fees.  Certain amount of curiosity for Big Apple thinking  it’s 

a good idea to make it more expensive for people to get to work and get around in Big Apple.  

Government appetite for money in in satiable.  And, officials don’t have to produce every day needs. 

 

"Consider also the willy-nilly growth of the Social Security number. When the numbers were created 

in 1935, they were supposed to be used for one thing only, to record individual workers’ payments into 

the Social Security system. These days it’s almost impossible to open a bank account or hook up your 

telephone without one." 

~ Glenn Garvin 

 



 
President Donald J. Trump has a knack for feather ruffling. Almost to a second nature level.  Media 

circulate on-going articles on how even GOP faithful are taken aback by President Donald J.’s style 

and substance.  Election 2026, all said and done, will record how well “We. the American People” 

decide President Donald J.’s making America great again. Even though it will be our doing, not his. 

 

"As the interned American citizens of Japanese descent learned, the Bill of Rights provided them with 

little protection when it was needed." 

~ Glenn Harlan Reynolds 

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

"Any American who is prepared to run for president should automatically, by definition, be disqualified 

from ever doing so." 

~ Gore Vidal 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 



Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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