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PI2026 #0128 – Blaming Everything And Everyone  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“A patriot must always be ready to defend his country against its government.” 

~ Edward Abbey 

Monday, 

February 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

“Suppose the Second amendment said “A well-educated electorate being necessary for self-governance 

in a free state, the right of the people to keep and read books shall not be infringed.” Is there anyone 

who would suggest that means only registered voters have a right to read?” 

~ Robert Levy 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


It’s As Predictable As tomorrow’s morning.  Legislative office candidates tell voters they’ll make life 

better by increasing public services.  Paying for service increases is never pinned down before voters 

take candidate promises and cast their ballots.  Sooner or later, seated candidates are forced to come 

clean. Their promises are based on confiscating more property (wealth) and restricting choice (Liberty). 

 

“The government’s War on Poverty has transformed poverty from a short-term misfortune into a career 

choice.” 

~ Harry Browne 

 

 
Nothing Is Free.  “We, the American People” can take it to proverbial banks.  Often as not, seated 

legislative office candidates, faced with admitting they are unable to deliver on their campaign word, 

resort to blaming everything and everyone but themselves for coming up short.  Media report newly 

elected Mayor Zohran Mamdani can’t pay for existing services, much less his promised increases. 

 

“An inevitable consequence of socialism is the division of society into two groups: those who are 

consuming government “services” and those who are paying for them.” 

~ Lee Robinson 

 

http://www.thepriceofliberty.org/03/12/15/robinson.htm


 
Sooner Or Later It Will Register with” Us, the American People” governments are unable to give 

anyone anything without taking something from someone.  So, governments resort to selective, 

arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, taxation and regulation (SADLT&R) to exact property 

(wealth) from property (wealth) owners to fund their broken promises. And we let them do it. Let them. 

 

“Private enterprise creates; government destroys. That is the great economic lesson of our times and 

all times.” 

~ Llewellyn H. Rockwell, Jr. 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions offer 

no help when it comes to curbing government largesse and growing public debt.  Our Constitutions 

empower legislators to make laws they deem fit.  So empowered, they make their SADLT&R personal 

attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  PAVB-driven laws, then, amass public debt. 

 

“Success is going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” 

http://www.lewrockwell.com/rockwell/fee-talk.html


~ Winston Churchill 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty would not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere in business matters between private citizens in any way so long 

as those dealings are free of fraudulent behavior by all parties and do not encourage threats to national 

security by foreign powers or known enemies of These United States of America..  They would exercise 

citizen sovereignty and protect their property. 
 

“It is much cheaper and enormously more profitable for the special interests to purchase the regulatory 

favors of Washington’s political harlots than to compete in a fair, unsubsidized markeplace.” 

~ Lee Robinson 

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

http://www.thepriceofliberty.org/robinson.htm


Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0127 – Consumers Pay All Costs 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“It’s easier to scare someone than to persuade him.” 

~ Edwin Feulner 

Monday, 

February 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

http://www.heritage.org/Press/Commentary/ed102203a.cfm
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
 

“8 words summarize the American philosophy of life: Live and let live; Let’s make a deal. 8 words 

summarize American foreign policy: We’re better than you; Do it our way.” 

~ Gary North 

 

  

mailto:garynorth@garynorth.com


 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” media outlets routinely carry articles on who pays for tariffs (trade 

taxes).  Consumers pay all costs.  All costs.  Tariffs (trade taxes) are, first and foremost taxes.  Taxes, 

where business is concerned, are a cost-of-sales).  Business factor all costs-of-sales into prices. Prices 

are, always, psid by consumers.  How costs are accounted changes nothing.  . 

 

“lib·er·tar·i·an: One who advocates maximizing individual rights and minimizing the role of the state.” 

~ American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition 

 

  
 



    
 

Those Of “Us, the American People” who are irresistibly driven to delve in details can query our 

friendly AI sources to learn all there is to learn about how tariff (trade tax) costs are legally distributed.  

AI (and not-so-AI) spources referenced will, if such sources are penned by anyone who knows anything 

about anything, offer detailed discussion on how tariff costs are distributed in demand/supply chains. 

 

“The Senate voted 97-0 for an anti-spam bill to stop those annoying things you get on your computer. 

The senators made it very clear that when you start misleading the American people and start taking 

their money over false promises, that’s our turf, buddy!” 

~ Jay Leno 

 

   
 



   
 

Tariffs (Trade Taxes) Are Used by governments to influence government policies.  “We, the American 

People,” if we pay attention to President Donald J. Trump’s remarks on tariffs (trade taxes), know 

President Donald J. is using his tariff (trade taxes) for quid pro quo responses by countries exporting 

stuff to America.  No different than governments using other taxes to control people’s behavior. 

 

“As you may have heard, the U.S. is putting together a constitution for Iraq. Why don’t we just give 

them ours? Think about it – it was written by very smart people, it’s served us well for over two hundred 

years, and besides, we’re not using it anymore.” 

~ Jay Leno 

 



     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

Countries Benefit, Theoretically, At Least, by enacting comparatively high tariffs (trade taxes) to urge 

people to buy local, not international.  President Donald J. maintains his tariffs (trade taxes) even trade 

balances between America and countries using higher import taxes to gain trade advantages.  President 

Donald J.’s tariff (trade tax) detractors claim tariffs (trade taxes) work against consumer leverage. 

 

“Word for today: Eleutherophobia. e·leuth·er·o·pho·bi·a – n. 1. The fear of freedom.” 

~ From www.panphobia.com  

http://www.panphobia.com/


 

  
 

    
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators, or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They would exercise their citizen 

sovereignty and forbid it. 
 

“In the history of the world, no one has ever washed a rented car.” 

~ Lawrence Summers 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0126 – (BA) America’s Culture War Is a Holy War 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

February 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (America’s Culture War Is a Holy War) below.   

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com


AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

America’s Culture War Is a Holy War 

American culture needs to be guarded and protected just as much as our 

borders and our economy. 

BETH ANN  

 

FEB 20 
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The culture war in America has been going on for a very long time: the loss of morality, self-

respect, the sanctification of marriage and family, the value for life, respect and caring for 

your neighbors and your communities, integrity, and much more. 

While we’d love to just blame democrats for their absurd and obscene view of our culture 

and the denial of God, the decline of America’s culture began with government social 

programs, which involved both political parties. As the old saying goes, it takes two to 

tango… and lead America down the path of tyranny. (Okay I added a little to that, but you 

get the gist.) 

American culture needs to be guarded and protected just as much as our borders and our 

economy; it’s all a part of National Security. However, our government officials have 

legislatively squandered our American culture just like they squandered our tax dollars, 

placing us in a deficit of over $33 trillion. Decades of squandering and floundering by 

Congress has done great harm to our nation; financially, militarily, and culturally. 

We are being led into a cultural deficit, as the Marxist democrat party and other officials 

believe God has no place in government… but oh contraire 

“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by 

God.” Romans 13:1 NIV 

Western culture is Christian culture, and it’s under attack in America as well as other 

western nations. I don’t know much about other nations, but I do know we’ve watched a 

deterioration of morals in America for decades. It started small, many thought it was 

insignificant but all those “small” changes in our culture have continued to mount up until 

now we see and feel the pain of it all. 

Remember blue laws when stores and businesses were closed on Sunday? 

Remember when Sundays and Wednesdays were respected in the communities; schools 

would be careful not to schedule events on those days or evenings? Today teachers and 



students can’t attend church on certain Sundays because they have an event, concert, 

practice etc., and so school takes precedent over family worship. 

There was a day and time when even the nonbelievers respected believers and wouldn’t 

disturb churches. Recently the “non-believers” decided to disrupt a church service in 

Minnesota. Don Lemon and the violent protestors entered that church, separated children 

from their parents, wouldn’t allow the service to continue…and called it free speech. Even 

though they didn’t have guns, they were terrorists, using fear and intimidation for their own 

sick purposes. 

Remember when marriage between a man and a woman, the two genders God created, 

not the multiple made up ones in the minds of mentally ill or the ones behind the scalpels 

of deranged doctors, but a man and a woman, which was once held as sacred? One day 

our government and the lawyers around town decided they can work some legislation and 

make divorce easier, and in turn the lawyers increased their clientele. Broken families 

make a broken nation; the result of strong stable families is a strong stable nation! 

Later, ignoring the Christian culture and the word of God, “government” decided marriage 

could be between anyone, and so same-sex marriages were government approved. This is 

completely contrary to our God and to our “culture.” 

Remember when commercial ads for drugs were not allowed on TV? 

Remember when ads for lawyers were not allowed on TV? We used to call such lawyers 

“ambulance chasers.” 

For our “safety” government removed cigarette ads, but decided to raise the tax on 

cigarettes, not remove them from the market. We see numerous advertising for alcohol 

products followed up with ads to not drink and drive. Marijuana has been made legal and 

now we see ads to not drive buzzed. Today we’re bombarded with ads for all kinds of drugs; 

drug ads by the bazillion, as well as inappropriate ads for “sex enhancement drugs.” …And 

those feminine products, which well – there seems to be no modesty these days. 



It truly upsets me that these ads are so prevalent on the so-called-conservative networks… 

not to mention they are now carrying ads in another language… 

Upgrade to paid 

 

 

 

I’m not a prude; however, I have watched as this nation has gone downhill. I thought my 

mother was a prude for standing against sex education in the public schools, and now I see 

her wisdom. Not even she at that time, could have imagined our schools teaching and 

encouraging children to be gay and to change their sex identifying gender. It was after sex 

education was prevalent in our public schools that teenage pregnancy rose. Unwanted 

pregnancies are “fixed” by the murdering of the unborn child. Society tells us, this is ok and 

females should have say over their own bodies. However the fetus (person), whether 

female or male, has no say in the ending of their life: murder. It has also been a practice for 

school officials to help a young girl have an abortion, without her parent’s knowledge. 

Family doesn’t matter! 
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YES my friends, the culture war is a holy war. We will be victorious over these attacks on 

American culture when believers in the one and only True God start living as believers and 

boldly standing up for His righteousness. 

The “culture war” is a “Holy War.” 

#1 – America was established as a Christian nation 

#2 – America was not established as a democracy but as a Constitutional Republic… YES 

there is a difference! 

Christian Americans have lost their way; we have compromised ourselves out of our own 

Liberties and freedom. In our apathy we turned to government and not to God. 

The anti-god Marxist-democrats are bold and violent. It’s time We the People, the children 

of the Most High God, stand up and fight for the battles of today. We all know the end of the 

story, and it is We (GOD) who is victorious. 

Do not be bullied; it is not racist to believe we should have control and have the say over 

who enters our nation. There is absolutely nothing wrong in being a “nationalist.” You are 

not a bigot just because you are a Christian and believe in God’s commandments and his 

glorious creations. You are not automatically a racist if your skin color happens to be 

white. Americans come in all shapes, sizes and colors. Brothers and sisters! “One nation 

under God.” 

The “culture war” is a “Holy War.” 

If we are to Make America Great Again we must first Make America Godly Again. 

Bring America Home© 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0125 – Process Invites Despotic control 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“It is a universal truth that the loss of liberty at home is to be charged to the provisions against danger, 

real or pretended, from abroad.” 

~ James Madison  

Monday, 

February 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,436,374,544,908. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,341 

https://substack..xumK-HJ7y643YnXYnjzBTtGgfyyM-DzTKieRHWUfSLE?
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///   Debt as % of GDP  140.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,680,631,333,576. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,349; every citizen $112,750. 

 

 
“The desire of businessmen for profits is what drives prices down unless forcibly prevented from 

engaging in price competition, usually by governmental activity.” 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

   

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

Absent Contrary Evidence, “Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump’s proposal to 

end birthright citizenship would mean virtually anyone born in These United States would not be a 

U.S. citizen by birth.  Absent contrary evidence, all U.S. citizens could be so only through 

naturalization. Our Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) is to pass birthright judgement.   

 

“The man who speaks to you of sacrifice, speaks of slaves and masters. And intends to be the master.” 

~ Ayn Rand 

 

  
 



    
 

It Would Be Smart For “Us, the American People,” as a sovereign citizenry, to weigh heavily on how 

SCOTUS rules on birthright citizenship. Doing away with Federal (U.S./National) Constitution right 

of citizenship by birth has some pointed ramifications.  There would be no born-American citizens, 

should birthright citizenship be abolished, courtesy SCOTUS.  Naturalization would grant citizenship.  

 

“The kind of man who wants the government to adopt and enforce his ideas is always the kind of man 

whose ideas are idiotic.” 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

  
 



   
 

Naturalization Is A Process Put Together by people with political bents. “We, the American People” 

can rest assured naturalization would be overseen by government officials with personal attitudes. 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) prospective American citizens would have to adopt or be refused 

citizenship.  Moreover, Federal (U.S./National) Constitution 14th Amendment would need be nullified. 

 

“Where Liberty dwells, there is my country.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin  

 

   
 



   
 

It Would Be A Fool‘s Errand to get President Donald J. Trump to admit he is not a good American 

Citizen because he is a citizen by birth.  There may be some argument for denying birthright citizenship 

to other than children born to U.S. citizens.  Potential for less immigration for purposes of child 

citizenship.  Otherwise, turning citizenship into a political PAVB process invites despotic control. 

 

“Sin lies only in hurting others unnecessarily. All other “sins” are invented nonsense.” 

~ Robert Heinlein  

 

   
 



   
 

People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property. They conduct business as they see fit to secure their prosperity and liberty. 
 

“All the Congress, all the accountants and tax lawyers, all the judges, and a convention of wizards all 

cannot tell for sure what the income tax law says.” 

~ Walter B. Wriston 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 


