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PI2025 #0244 – Programs Paid By Taxation 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself. There never was 

a democracy yet that did not commit suicide." 

~ John Adams 
Sunday, 

March 2nd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,217,102,545,333. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,675 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.55%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,511,552,068,499. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,274. 

 

"Mankind will in time discover that unbridled majorities are as tyrannical and cruel as unlimited 

despots." 

~ John Adams 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media report there’s a legislator from one of America’s 

commonwealth’s spearheading an effort to have our federal Education Department take back threats to 

withhold funding for school Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) programs. Federal Education 

Department funding is withheld only for those schools not discontinuing their DEI programs. 

 

"Nip the shoots of arbitrary power in the bud, is the only maxim which can ever preserve the liberties 

of any people." 

~ John Adams 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
DEI Has Been Under Scrutiny a while.  Opposition is based, at least in part, on mandatory 

participation.  A somewhat complementary resistance centers on perceived predisposition there is 

systemic discrimination practiced by near everyone, despite people claiming they do not discriminate.   

Not being voluntarily participatory can be seen as discriminatory, thus, need for mandatory attendance. 

 

"We hold that each man is the best judge of his own interest." 

~ John Adams 

 

 
Not An Easy Task, Proving DEI-Like initiatives are beneficial to “Us, the American People,” one and 

all.  DEI-like proponents are not bashful about declaring DEI-like projects and programs absolutely 



essential to bring about a discrimination-free society.  Not everyone would agree.  Particularly so, those 

people who want only to come to work, do their job, and leave.  Without having to attend DEI classes. 

 

"I can't understand why people are frightened of new ideas. I'm frightened of the old ones." 

~ John Cage 

 

 
“We, the American People,” some of us at any rate, are not to be marshalled into homogenous groups 

we find are focused on, somehow, making it possible for everyone to receive like benefits, regardless 

how much training and skill development goes into disparate position-relevant competency preparation 

and certification.  Those of us disposed so are not amenable to DEI-like programs paid by taxation. 

 

"Any doctrine that weakens personal responsibility for judgment and for action helps create the 

attitudes that welcome and support the totalitarian state." 

~ John Dewey 

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to impose direct taxes of any kind.  They refuse to allow government to 

confiscate private property. 
 

"Individuality is freedom lived.” 

~ John Dos Passos 

 

 
 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 



Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0243 – Their Franchise To Seat  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The jaws of power are always open to devour, and her arm is always stretched out, if possible, to 

destroy the freedom of thinking, speaking, and writing." 

~ John Adams 
Sunday, 

March 2nd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,217,102,545,333. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,675 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.55%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,511,552,068,499. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,274. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
"If the people are capable of understanding, seeing and feeling the differences between true and false, 

right and wrong, virtue and vice, to what better principle can the friends of mankind apply than to the 

sense of this difference?" 

~ John Adams 

 

  



 

 
 

Media Tell “Us, the American People” there’s a Congressional legislator on a mission to be absolutely, 

positively sure America never has a dictator telling everyone how to live, and putting those who disobey 

under a guillotine.  This objective will be accomplished by, if legislator in question can swing it, having 

Congressional legislators reaffirm America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution 22nd amendment. 

 

"You have rights antecedent to all earthly governments: rights that cannot be repealed or restrained by 

human laws...." 

~ John Adams 

 

   



 

  
 

America’s Federal (U.S./National) Constitution 22nd Amendment provides for removal of America’s 

presidents who are unfit to execute presidential duties and responsibilities.  Taken another way, 

America’s 22nd lets presidential opposition forces, if they can muster enough legislative backing, 

wrench sitting presidents from their Oval Office chairs because they fall from opposition favor. 

 

"There is danger from all men. The only maxim of a free government ought to be to trust no man living 

with power to endanger the public liberty." 

~ John Adams 

 

   
 



   
 

“We, the American People,” were we so-minded, and committed to self-government under a sovereign 

citizenry, could redact America’s 22nd on grounds America’s 22nd, by empowering America’s Congress 

to remove unfit presidents, usurps American voters of their franchise to seat people they chose in 

America’s Oval Office. Self-government, by nature, empowers sovereign citizenries, not legislatures. 

 

"Corruption, like a cancer … eats faster and faster every hour. The revenue creates pensioners, and the 

pensioners urge for more revenue. " 

~ John Adams 

 

  



 

   
 

If America’s Positional Government is not overseen by “Us, the American People, through our power 

as a sovereign citizenry, America’s legislatures, judiciaries, and executive branches will rule by 

personal attitudes, values. beliefs (PAVB), not by public PAVB/consent. It’s not ludicrous America’s 

commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions might need be reaffirmed routinely. 

 

"There is danger from all men. The only maxim of a free government ought to be to trust no man living 

with power to endanger the public liberty." 

~ John Adams 



 

  
 

  
 

People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They uphold self-government and 

their option to protect their property and financial security as they see fit. 
 

"Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself. There never was 

a democracy yet that did not commit suicide." 

~ John Adams 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  



 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0242 – Process Cost Was Avoided 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Whoever controls the media, controls the mind." 

~ Jim Morrison 
Sunday, 

March 2nd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,217,102,545,333. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,675 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.55%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,511,552,068,499. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,274. 

 

"Why doesn't everybody leave everybody else the hell alone?" 

~ Jimmy Durante 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“One Of “Our, the American People’s” judges issued an order to a newspaper to remove an editorial 

critical of local officials.  Some Americans, who are part of a sovereign citizenry, took said judge to 

task.   Judge in question reversed editorial removal order – an order assailed as a free speech violation. 

Wouldn’t be a bad idea for case to be part of America’s high school civics self-government classes.   

 

"If people are free in any meaningful sense of the word, that means they are at liberty to foul up their 

lives as much as make something grand of them. That's a gamble we all take. That's the risk of liberty. 

Nobody wants others to screw up their lives, but each must be free to do so for themselves." 

~ Joel Miller 

 

 
There Might Be Less Protracted Court cases in our U.S. of A. judicial system were “We, the American 

People” more conversant on how it is America’s legislative-judicial-executive governmental 

entanglement system works.  Emphasis ought be on America’s fourth branch of government, sovereign 

citizenry.  Sovereign citizenry lessens government personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) bias. 

 

"The voice of the majority is no proof of justice." 

~ Johann von Schiller 

 



 
There Was No Need For Judicial Order reversal in question to meander through Ameri ca’s appellate 

court system, possibly ending up in America’s Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS). 

America’s fourth branch of government intervened, relieving our appellate system of adjudication, and 

resolved case through public will (self-government).  And appellate process cost was avoided. 

 

"None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are free." 

~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 

 
There Is No Reason Why America’s SCOTUS should be thought to have any more erudite magistrates 

than does virtually any court.  A law school graduate is a law school graduate.  No reason for “Us, the 

American People” to think any given law school is less able to produce judicial clarity than any other 

law school.  Of prime importance, judicial clarity ought recognize public will subverts judicial tyranny. 

 

"He alone deserves liberty and life who daily must win them anew." 



~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

 

 
People Inspired To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit public (government-“State”) schools to delve into their children’s 

attitudes, values, or beliefs. They protect their children’s privacy and teach them to be thinking 

individuals. 
 

"Nip the shoots of arbitrary power in the bud, is the only maxim which can ever preserve the liberties 

of any people." 

~ John Adams 

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 



• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0241 – Ante Up Every Penny 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"History records that the money changers have used every form of abuse, intrigue, deceit, and violent 

means possible to maintain their control over governments by controlling the money and its issuance." 

~ James Madison 
Sunday, 

March 2nd, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,217,102,545,333. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,675 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.55%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,511,552,068,499. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,274. 

 

"Alcohol didn’t cause the high crime rates of the ‘20s and ‘30s, Prohibition did. And drugs do not cause 

today’s alarming crime rates, but drug prohibition does.... Trying to wage war on 23 million Americans 

who are obviously very committed to certain recreational activities is not going to be any more 

successful than Prohibition was." 

~ James Paine 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” court system can turn into an on-again, off-again flurry of frustration 

till something gets settled.  Media report Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) Chief Justice 

John Roberts has put a temporary stop on a lower court order to President Donald J. Trump’s 

Administration to resume Agency for International Development (AID) payments.  SCOTUS gridlock. 

 

“True freedom is to share 

All the chains our brothers wear 

And, with heart and hand, to be 

Earnest to make others free.” 

~ James Russell Lowell 

 

 
“We, the American People,” we could say, have, possibly, as just a court system as might exist. 

Nonetheless, America’s court system is vulnerable to political tactics.  Litigants will use anything they 



can to have their way in court.  Cases in appeal are similar.  When an appellate review comes into play, 

litigants must present their case to a court working by personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 

 

"It is natural that citizens of great and powerful nations see themselves, collectively speaking, as 

immortal and immune to the processes that have brought down other illustrious nations and peoples." 

~ James Thornton 

 

 
There Is No Way Any Of “Us, the American People” can predict, with certainty, how a case will turn 

out in court.  Because judges and juries apply their PAVB to evidence and argument. Given verifiable 

information, there is no reason why our courts should not produce predictable outcomes.  Chief John 

Roberts lower court order suspension means a decision will be made on PAVB merit, not objectivity.  

 

"Even the most Bush-happy, flag suckling jack-arse knows deep-down inside that something is wrong. 

America is over and everyone knows it. The New World Order has a dying empire odor and changing 

the channel ain't going to make this go away." 

~ Jello Biafra 

 

 
Not Only Is America’s Court System time consuming for anything of consequence. Someone has to 

bear litigation expense.  When government litigates against government, as in AID versus Trump 



Administration, America’s taxpayers ante up every penny.  Worse, should AID or Trump Admin lose, 

we can expect their fight will not be over.   As bad, congress can’t reconcile gov’t against gov’t. 

 

"As to the evil which results from censorship, it is impossible to measure it, because it is impossible to 

tell where it ends." 

~ Jeremy Bentham 

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend these United States. They require elected leaders to 

defend America’s liberty unequivocally. 
 

"Human nature also cherishes children, and wants the best for them. To endow ours with liberty is the 

greatest legacy we could provide." 

~ Jim Davies 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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