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PI2025 #0260 – Would Be Least Cost   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Terrorism is the war of the poor. War is the terrorism of the rich." 

~ Leon Uris 
Thursday, 

March 6th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,222,009,041,399. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,690 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.57%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,539,725,000,683. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,339. 

 

"In all history there is no war which was not hatched by the governments, the governments alone, 

independent of the interests of the people, to whom war is always pernicious even when successful." 

~ Leo Tolstoy 

 

 
 Inertia. Nature’s Wasy Of Resisting Change.  “Our, the American People’s” Trump/MAGA/Musk 

Department Of Government Efficiency (DOGE) moved, early on, to suspend Agency for International 

Development (AID) funding.  Backlash litigation ensued to restore funding. Supreme Court of the 

United States (SCOTUS) Chief Justice put case on hold.  Too hard, given AID staff having left AID. 

 

"There is no moral difference between the act of a pickpocket and the progressive income tax or any 

other social program." 

~ Leonard Read 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Some Media Reports Call SCOTUS Chief Justice AID fund hold-in-abeyance a President Donald J. 

Trump victory.  When it comes to America’s governmental action “We, the American People” owe it 

to ourselves and our posterity to make dead certain governmental action is in our better interest.  Court 

action is a process whereby someone wins, someone loses. Relevancy is in winner-loser eyes. 

 

"If you feel driven to feed the poor, get your checkbook out and keep your tyrannical mouth shut 

about it." 

~ Lew Goldberg 

 

 
Somewhat Related Media Articles address President Donald J. Trump tariff (trade tax) policies’ so-

called hidden costs.  There are no hidden costs in taxation, including tariffs (trade taxes).  All costs end 

up in purchase receipts or profit-loss statements.  Net effect of any tax on commerce, including tariff 

(trade tax) costs, are paid by (or, to) consumers. Tariffs (trade taxes) for ideological bargaining is lousy. 

 

"The only reason for a government service is precisely to provide financial support for an operation 

that is otherwise unsustainable, or else there would be no point in the government’s involvement at 

all." 

~ Lew Rockwell 

 



 
Tariffs (Trade Taxes) Are Political weapons. There is far from a consensus on using tariffs.  Given 

government policies impact socio-economic stability, it would be smart for “Us, the American People,” 

acting as a sovereign citizenry, to keep a tight rein on tariffs (trade taxes), as well as all taxes.  Taxes 

hike business cost-of-sales, and hike people’s cost of living. Goal would be least cost. Least cost. 
 

"For every man who lives without freedom, the rest of us must face the guilt." 

~ Lillian Hellman 

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to prohibit or restrict private ownership of firearms and ammunition from any citizen of good 

repute and responsible standing.  They hold fast their ability to ward off would-be tyranny. 
   

"Ninety eight percent of the adults in this country are decent, hardworking, honest Americans. It's the 

other lousy two percent that get all the publicity. But then, we elected them." 

~ Lily Tomlin 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0259 – Regularly Assailed And Applauded 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"There is no fury like that against one who, we fear, may succeed in making us disloyal to beliefs we 

hold with passion, but have not really won." 

~ Learned Hand 
Thursday, 

March 6th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,222,009,041,399. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,690 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.57%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,539,725,000,683. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,339. 

 

 
"Federal regulations alone are estimated to cost Americans more than $600 billion yearly." 

~ Lawrence Reed 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

 

   
 

“We, the American People” spend a fair amount of time complying with regulations. We, who are 

burdened with inquiring minds, might be inclined to check out if there’s much concern over time spent 

complying with regulations.  There is, Internet query response accurate, specific terminology dealing 

with regulatory compliance: Time spent complying with regulations. Hardly a wonder we’re frustrated. 

 

“Have you ever noticed how statists are constantly "reforming" their own handiwork? Education 

reform. Health-care reform. Welfare reform. Tax reform. The very fact that they're always busy 

"reforming" is an implicit admission that they didn't get it right the first 50 times." 

~ Lawrence W. Reed 



 

   
 

   
 

There Is Good Reason Why Time spent complying with regulations is a concern.  No more than a 

cursory look into how many regulations impact “Our, the American People’s” lives by taking up our 

time to stay out of trouble with government regulators begs attention to why it is America’s federal 

Department Of Government efficiency (DOGE) is regularly assailed and applauded.  Ruffled feathers. 

 

"Therefore governments will never consent to diminish the number of those well-trained and 

submissive servants, who constitute their power and influence. 



~  Leo Tolstoy 

 

   
 

  
 

Constitutional Precepts And Protections.  Legislative imperative.  Regulatory enforcement.   Three 

components of selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, taxation, and regulation 

(SADLT&R).  SADLT&R robs ordinary people of their, quite possibly, most important commodity – 

time. Spent satisfying legislative-judicial personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). Bondage. 

 

"In order to get power and retain it, it is necessary to love power; but love of power is not connected 

with goodness but with qualities that are the opposite of goodness, such as pride, cunning, and cruelty." 

~ Leo Tolstoy 

 



 

  
 

  

No one should ever get over it.  
 

It’s A Wonder It Has Not occurred to “Us, the American People” to, by revolutionary force, free 

ourselves from PAVB-driven SADLT&R. Entrenched bureaucracy’s and special interest’s adverse 

reaction to DOGE intervention may be a telling clue.  DOGE represents a threat to they who are after 

authority without attendant responsibility and accountability.  No fun, it is, showing one’s value.   

 

"What do we mean when we say that first of all we seek liberty? I often wonder whether we do not rest 

our hopes too much upon constitutions, upon laws and upon courts. These are false hopes; believe me, 

these are false hopes." 

~ Learned Hand 



 

  
 

  

Especially state, county and 

 city governments. 
 

People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to overrule Commonwealth/State (10th Amendment) Sovereignty.  They 

uphold their heritage of self-government and reject illegitimate federal intrusion. 
 

"Everyone thinks about changing the world, but no one thinks about changing himself." 

~ Leo Tolstoy 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 



Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0258 –(BA) From the Department of Consent of the Governed: DOGE CONGRESS 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Thursday, 

March 6th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,222,009,041,399. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,690 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.57%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,539,725,000,683. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,339. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Recent (From the Department of Consent of the Governed: DOGE 

CONGRESS) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
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commit fraud, launder and funnel money, tax us into oblivion, or 

borrow and spend us into an unsustainable debt 
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Upgrade to paid 

As you know the Department of the Consent of the Governed is the largest 

and most powerful department in the United States of America; over 330 million 

people. DOCG is also known as We the People! 

DOCG, We the People, can no longer take a back seat to our obligations to our 

nation. 

I have a crazy idea… by-gosh and by-golly, I think it just might work. I also 

confess that I stole this idea from DOGE. 

However, this is the most perfectly perfect idea. 

DOCG, We the People, (as many of us as possible) need to send our 

congresspeople an email… So… let’s start monitoring their work! 

Perhaps an email that sounds like this: 

Dear Legislator, Honorable whoever (name of your elected official) … 
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I thank you for your service to me and to our country. As you know, you’ve been 

at your job for quite some time now, and it is my obligation to monitor your work 

according to our contract, The Constitution of the United States of America. 

In the past I have shirked my obligation, believing that I could trust you to 

honestly represent me, but in the past several decades it has become obvious 

that you are not able to personally hold yourself strictly accountable to your 

constituents. 

Please reply to this email, personally, do not delegate it to one of your staffers, 

as I did not elect one of them to represent me. 

Please answer the following questions: 

1. What constitutionally sound job did you accomplish this past month and how 

many days did you actually work while in the office? 

2. How many constituents did you personally meet with this past month? 

3. How many lobbyists did you personally meet with this past month? 

4. How many staffers do you employ? (As DOCG are the ones paying their 

salaries.) 

5. Have you had any additional revenue in the last month, such as speaking 

engagements, book sales, new stock market investments, etc.? 

These emails will become a routine check-in, and your job will be analyzed 

accordingly come November 3, 2026, and November 2, 2027. I’m certain you 

already have these dates on your calendar, however, filling out each email you 

receive and returning them could present you with a positive resume for your 

next possible November hiring. 



Answering this email should take only a moment of your time; and to be honest, 

you work for me! With that being said, I do appreciate you taking the time to 

respond to the Department of Consent of the Governed. 

Sincerely, 

We the People (DOCG) 

Upgrade to paid 

 

 

 

Upgrade to paid 

I have to laugh inside; if you think the government employees went ballistically 

sideways with such a demand as answering an email with one question, wait 

until the congressional members in the House and Senate start squealing as to 

the audacity of being asked to answer five questions. 
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Why shouldn’t they be DOGED? They work for We the People and never seem 

to answer for their transgressions and/or lack of accomplishments. 

Congressional members always get richer while their constituents struggle. 

What is the use of a congress who… 

CAN’T BALANCE A BUDGET? 

Have staffers who write laws / bills, for which they never read and then 

rubberstamp pass them. 

IGNORE AND / OR ABUSE the Power of the purse, for which they are 

accountable for all the spending in this nation, while never carefully guarding 

the hard-earned dollars of their constituents. 

While the Constitution does not specifically mention “balancing a budget,” 

there is such a thing as commonsense and integrity, for which all of Congress 

seem to be lacking. 

Congress (the House and the Senate) does not have the right or power to 

bankrupt this nation, commit fraud, launder and funnel money, tax us into 

oblivion, or borrow and spend us into an unsustainable debt. 

We the People want less spending and more America FIRST … and WE MUST 

DEMAND IT! Our elected officials protect the establishment of government and 

ignore We the People. Our elected officials believe themselves to be above the 

law, and their constituents end up paying for their transgressions (slush fund of 

congress). Our elected officials exhibit a lack of integrity and honesty, and when 

corrupt people are leading in our government, our government becomes 

corrupt! 

DOGE CONGRESS! 



John Adams stated: "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious 

people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other…" 

• Benjamin Franklin: "Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom." 

• George Washington: "Virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government." 

• James Madison: "If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to 

govern men, neither external nor internal controls on government would be necessary." 

CONGRESS HAS NO ANGELS! 

Our Declaration of Independence said this about the corrupt tyrannical 

king: 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the 

most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by 

repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which 

may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Democrats and Republicans have ignored their responsibilities to the 

Constitution of the United States of America and to We the People. 

Congressional members of Congress (the House and the Senate) have turned 

the People’s House into a den of thieves, perverts, prevaricating money makers: 

Corruption! 

It’s time the Department of Consent of the Governed took the time to DOGE 

CONGRESS! 

Bring America Home© 

Upgrade to paid 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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PI2025 #0257 – To Verify Funds Legitimacy 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  
"The greater the number of laws and enactments, the more thieves and robbers there will be." 

~ Lao Tsu 

Thursday, 

March 6th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,222,009,041,399. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,690 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.57%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,539,725,000,683. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,047; every citizen $107,339. 

 
"The upstanding, church-going, law-abiding, tax-paying citizen who votes Democratic or Republican is far more 

despicable, and a bigger threat to humanity, than the most promiscuous, lazy, drug-snorting hippie. Why? 

Because the hippie is willing to let others be free, and the voter is not." 

~ Larken Rose 

 

 
“We, the American People” who operate businesses and who hire people to perform various work are 

required to submit information on both types of financial transactions.  This requirement turns ordinary 

people into quasi, non-compensated IRS collection agents and financial investigators rooting out illicit 

financial activity – namely tax evasion activity. Why courts have not stopped it is disbelieving. 

 
"free market in education is a bad idea because some child somewhere might fall through the cracks,' even 

though in today's government school, millions of children are falling through the cracks every day." 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


~ Larry Reed 

 

 
It Is Incumbent On “Us, the American People” to submit Corporate Transparency Act (CTA) and 

Beneficial Ownership Information (BOI) reports on sources of payment for goods or services rendered  

by clients/customers.  This requirement necessarily requires us to reveal information on 

customers/clients.  We could, depending on government whim, be required to verify funds legitimacy. 

 
"Principio Obstate (Resist from the beginning)." 

~ Latin proverb 

 

 
By Submitting 1099 Form Copies to people we hire to provide goods or services, we are, by force of 

law, obliged to put those we hire on notice their financial transactions with us are to be reported to IRS 

as income.   This requirement necessarily means we must determine to where 1099 forms must be sent, 

and incur sending costs.  We are not compensated for our time or expenses, amount impertinent. 

 
"A censor is a man who knows more than he thinks you ought to." 

~ Laurence J. Peter 

 



 
“Our, the American People’s” government confiscates property (wealth) from us and issues tax-

related information on broad scales, including placing pertinent requirement information in America’s 

post offices, other government offices, and sundry places for public consumption.  Placing quasi 

collection requirement on Americans is needless and, arguably, unConstitutional use of lawful force. 

 
"Human beings are perhaps never more frightening than when they are convinced beyond doubt that they are 

right." 

~ Laurens van der Post 

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens use their private property.  They 

fiercely protect their most vital right – individual property ownership.  Protecting property is protecting 

life. 
 

"Yet every time the government uses its money or its power to favor this group or that the net result is such a 

web of supports, subsidies, interventions and controls that it is almost impossible for a nation to find its way 

back into a dynamic system of really free enterprise." 



~ Lawrence Fertig 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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