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PI2026 #0160 – Even Limited Lawful Power  

ASK A HORSE 
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“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~    Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“The natural cure for an ill-administration, in a popular or representative constitution, is a change of 

men.” 

~    Alexander Hamilton 

Monday, 

March 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,445,303,098,115. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,368 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.64%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,848,812,300,297. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,184. 

 

“The fabric of American empire ought to rest on the solid basis of THE CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE. 

The streams of national power ought to flow from that pure, original fountain of all legitimate 

authority.” 

~    Alexander Hamilton 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
A Former Pennsylvania Commonwealth state Senator, when speaking, would open his remarks with 

this question: “Do we know and understand why we are free?”  Said Senator never answered his 

question.  A listener one asked for an answer, whereupon Senator replied if it required an answer person 

asking was not free.  Could be considered an answer typical of a politician sidestepping matter at hand. 

 

"But with respect to future debt; would it not be wise and just for that nation to declare in the 

constitution they are forming that neither the legislature, nor the nation itself can validly contract more 

debt, than they may pay within their own age, or within the term of 19 years." 

~    Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
“We, the American People” would do well to do some serious thinking about how know and 

understand why we are free.  If, in fact, we are free.  If, in fact, we are able to articulate freedom. 

Doesn’t take much digging to find discussion on freedom, and being free, amount to living under a 

variety of constraints while having ability to think, believe and act with a degree of personal choice. 

 

“There is not a more important and fundamental principle in legislation, than that the ways and means 

ought always to face the public engagements; that our appropriations should ever go hand in hand with 

our promises.” 



~    ames Madison 

 

 
It Would Not Be Much of a chore for “Us, the American People” to claim we are free because of how 

America’s commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions put limitations on 

government power to control us.  Nor, would it be much of a chore to argue people are not free when 

government has even limited lawful power to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty). 

 

“I hope we once again have reminded people that man is not free unless government is limited. There's 

a clear cause and effect here that is as neat and predictable as a law of physics: As government expands, 

liberty contracts.” 

~    Ronald Reagan 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3543.Ronald_Reagan


 
“Our, the American People’s” representative Constitutional republic governmental form does not lend 

itself to establishing and sustaining a clear state of freedom for living in an ostensibly free society. 

There may be no such thing as a free society when people are not able to act unimpeded on their 

personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB).  PAVB tend to be subjective. And corrupt governments. 

 

"In general, the art of government consists of taking as much money as possible from one party of the 

citizens to give to the other." 

~    François-Marie Arouet 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 



for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They exercise self-government to 

protect their property. 
 

"Democracy will soon degenerate into an anarchy; such an anarchy that every man will do what is right 

in his own eyes and no man's life or property or reputation or liberty will be secure, and every one of 

these will soon mould itself into a system of subordination of all the moral virtues and intellectual 

abilities, all the powers of wealth, beauty, wit, and science, to the wanton pleasures, the capricious will, 

and the execrable cruelty of one or a very few." 

~    John Adams 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~    William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~    Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~    Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~      President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0159 – And Await Another Election 

ASK A HORSE 
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

"When governments fear the people there is liberty. When the people fear the government there is 

tyranny." 

~ Thomas Jefferson  

Monday, 

March 9th, 2026 

 



Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,445,303,098,115. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,368 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.64%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,848,812,300,297. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,184. 

 

“The two enemies of the people are criminals and government, so let us tie the second down with the 

chains of the Constitution so the second will not become the legalized version of the first.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
Empire State Electorate Might be sick of Empire State tax policies, as “Our, the American People’s” 

media coverage reports.  If so, Empire State electorate is not reported in sufficient outrage to do 

anything about jettisoning Empire State tax policies. Not an unfamiliar phenomenon in Americana 

tradition.  Our legislators/politicians can tax Americans about as legislators/politicians decide to tax. 

 

"The Tenth Amendment is the foundation of the Constitution." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People,” if we get mad enough about selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory 

legislation taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R), trod our way to our polling places, cast our fateful 

ballots for legislators/politicians we hope against hope will get government off our collective backs by 

relieving our lives of costly SADLT&R. Then, we surfer election remorse and await another election. 

 

“But ambitious encroachments of the federal government, on the authority of the State governments, 

would not excite the opposition of a single State, or of a few States only.” 

~ James Madison 

 

 
Election Remorse Happens To “Us, the American People” when we put people in office who do not 

live up to our hopes, much less keep their word on how they will reform government and corral 

SADLT&R.  Oft as not we find them echoing former President Bill Clinton who lamented he could not 

cut taxes even though he had ‘worked harder than ever before’ to keep his promise to cut taxes. 

 

“Freedom is lost gradually from an uninterested, uninformed, and uninvolved people.” 



~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
Sooner Or Later, With Any Luck, we’ll figure out we can’t rely on legislators/politicians to lessen cost 

of government and, as media report on Empire State tax policies, it’s ordinary people who get skewered.  

Despite promises from governor, Big Apple mayor, and sundry Empire State legislators/politicians to 

relieve cost burden from ordinary people by transferring cost to rich people, corporations, and industry. 

 

“When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the government fears the people, 

there is liberty.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
People Determinedg To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to prohibit or restrict private ownership of firearms and ammunition from 



any citizen of good repute and responsible standing. They preserve their heritage to protect themselves 

from crime and tyranny. 
 

“They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor 

safety.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0158 – (BA) Those Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 

ASK A HORSE 
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“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

March 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,445,303,098,115. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 



227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,368 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.64%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,848,812,300,297. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,184. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Those Dirty Rotten Scoundrels) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Those Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 

The resolution for transparency has been referred to the Committee for Killing 

Ethicality. 

BETH ANN  

 

MAR 7 
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Upgrade to paid 

3-6-2026 

It’s all political theater… 

We’ve suspected that the Epstein files are a distraction and a money grab by the so-called 

victims (survivors) and their lawyers, however, it seems we have even more serious issues 

in “The People’s House;” Congress! 

The Nays have it – in a 357 to 65 vote in Congress, the overwhelming majority voted against 

honesty, integrity and transparency. 

Where’s Truth and Transparency? 

US Rep. Nancy Mace, R-S.C., proposed forcing a vote on a resolution she filed directing the 

US House Committee on Ethics to: “Preserve and publicly release all records related to 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.1pRoipmLklMpgvPSuUoZdvYaAniP7wnQXYlokKshPew?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=190161047
https://substack.com/redirect/5ab5e589-259b-4cc9-be35-d4438fb58bfb?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


investigations into Members of Congress for sexual harassment, unwelcome sexual 

advances, and sexual assault under House rules.” 

The House Ethics Committee - that’s rich! 

Maybe they should be called the House Unethical Committee for the Protection of 

Congressional Scandals. 

According to US Rep. Thomas Massie, R-KY, there is an untold number of congressmen 

who have spent a combined $17 million of taxpayer money to settle sexual harassment 

claims made against them. 

They call this a “slush fund.” It’s sad that they have to keep this “spare change” on hand… 

just in case… right? 

We know that Congress has been sweeping their dirt under the rug for quite some time. 

The most recent example is that of Tony Gonzales US Rep. R-TX. He admittedly had been 

having an affair with a former staffer, Regina Ann Santos-Aviles, who later committed 

suicide. He refuses to resign and is currently running for reelection; “Nothing to see here!” 

RIGHT? 

Nancy Mace, who is a rape victim herself, stated, “Staff deserve to work without being 

harassed by their bosses. Women deserve to be safe, and the American people deserve to 

know when their so-called ‘representative’ is abusing power instead of serving their 

constituents. No more hiding. No more excuses. It’s time to end the cover-up and drag the 

truth into the light.” 

Upgrade to paid 

However, when it came to vote on Wednesday, March 4, 2026: 

The majority of the we-want-all-the-Epstein-files Congress… 357, disagreed with the 

resolution. Nearly all the republicans, and nearly all the democrats, voted to refer the 

resolution to the committee (that ethical one we mentioned earlier here), which is 

basically where resolutions go to die. Perhaps it should be called the Committee for Killing 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.1pRoipmLklMpgvPSuUoZdvYaAniP7wnQXYlokKshPew?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=190161047


Ethicality. By the way, there were a few “brave” Congressional members who: One voted 

present – not voting, and nine abstained from voting at all. 

It would seem that there is no party line when it comes to dirty rotten scoundrels! 

How much do we pay these scumbags? They have time to “screw around” on our time and 

on our dime, but they don’t have time to balance a budget or indict others who are 

defrauding the government (that’s you and me)… Instead of using their own money to cover 

their own transgressions, they defraud and steal from us… the American People! 

So, the transparency of the Epstein files is, of course, to bring justice for the victims… all 

those survivors of sexual abuse and such. But there is to be no transparency or justice for 

the victim-survivors of sexual abuse against staffers by Congressional members. 

I agreed with Carl Higbie on Newsmax; when he suggested that Attorney General Pam 

Bondi subpoena the records of Congressional ill-reputes and make them public record! 

Hey, after all, we paid for them! 

Upgrade to paid 

There’s the old joke: 

A young man studying in a college abroad sent this SMS (short message service) to his 

father: 

“Dear dad, no mon, no fun, your son. To which the Father writes back…” 

“Dear son, too bad, so sad, your dad.” 

It’s time, “We the People,” pulled the plug on Congress and stopped allowing them to rob 

from us to “have their fun.” Those Dirty Rotten Scoundrels! 

Wake up America, it’s time we introduced Congress to some tough “love.” 

Bring America Home© 
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Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“Children should be educated and instructed in the principles of freedom.” 

~ John Adams 

Monday, 

March 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,445,303,098,115. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,368 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.64%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 
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(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,848,812,300,297. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,184. 

 

 

 
 

"Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety, deserve neither 

liberty nor safety." 

~ Benjamin Franklin  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

”Our, the American People’s” Dow Jones Industrial Stock Average (DJISA) is off some 6% from its 

recent all-time high.  Unemployment has jumped by some 92,000 job losses by last report.  Unsettling 

time for DJISA watchers and worriers.  DJISA has acted similarly in past uncertain times.  Iran skirmish 

with US/Israel has added to anxiety for those who get nervous when socio-economic times gurgle. 

 

“There are more instances of the abridgment of the freedom of the people by gradual and silent 

encroachments of those in power than by violent and sudden usurpations.” 



~ James Madison 

 

  
 

   
 

“We, the American People” who place some of our future stockpile in DJISA market ROI performance 

are, no doubt, keeping our heads by not forgetting stock markets act not unlike Newton’s ‘for-every-



action-there-is-an-opposite-and-equal-reaction’ rule reflected in stock market’s ‘for-every-sale-there-

is-a-buy’ rule.  We can take odds there are buyers feathering their ROI nest eggs with DJISA fall-off. 

 

“The State governments possess inherent advantages, which will ever give them an influence and 

ascendancy over the National Government, and will for ever preclude the possibility of federal 

encroachments.” 

~ Alexander Hamilton 

 

   
 

   
 

How US/Isreal-Iran Fisticuffs will shape Planet Earth’s future for “Us, the American People” and 

global living is to be determined.  People leaning toward ideas of Israel and US being little and big 

Satans, respectively, are likely to persist after present war-making dust settles.  Hard to say how hard-

core religious devotees will plan their future struggle with those they view as infidels to be undone. 

 



“If the federal government should overpass the just bounds of its authority and make a tyrannical use 

of its powers, the people, whose creature it is, must appeal to the standard they have formed, and take 

such measures to redress the injury done to the Constitution as the exigency may suggest and prudence 

justify.” 

~ Alexander Hamilton 

 

  
 

  
 

DJISA And US/Israel-Iran Upheaval is near enough to America’s Election 2026 to produce disrupting 

election outcomes.  President Donald J. Trump’s Administration will find it less problematic to advance 

its agenda, or, enough voters will be looking for a new Congressional majority to give President Donald 

J. a comeuppance for making their lives worrisome.  Cost of lawful power. We elect political shakiness. 



 

“The states must be considered as essential component parts of the union; and the idea of sacrificing 

the former to the latter is totally inadmissible.” 

~ Alexander Hamilton 

 

  
 

  
 

People Gritty Enough To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to enact, impose, or increase taxes without securing majority voter 

approval in all jurisdictions affected. They prohibit laws allowing government to confiscate their 

property and threaten their security. 
 

“But as the plan of the convention aims only at a partial union or consolidation, the State governments 

would clearly retain all the rights of sovereignty which they before had, and which were not, by that 

act, EXCLUSIVELY delegated to the United States.” 

~ Alexander Hamilton 
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~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 
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“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 
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