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PI2026 #0176 – Up By One’s Bootstraps 

ASK A HORSE 
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
“[T]he powers of the federal government are enumerated; it can only operate in certain cases; it has 

legislative powers on defined and limited objects, beyond which it cannot extend its jurisdiction.” 

~ James Madison 

Monday, 

March 16th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,457,754,984,281. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,406 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.70%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,881,914,665,661. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,259. 
 

 
 

“It has been objected also against a bill of rights, that, by enumerating particular exceptions to the grant 

of power, it would disparage those rights which were not placed in that enumeration, and it might 

follow by implication, that those rights which were not singled out, were intended to be assigned into 

the hands of the general government, and were consequently insecure. ” 

~ James Madison 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Tax, Tax, Tax Again.  Media report to “Us, the American People” America’s Evergreen State 

legislators passed their new millionaire tax. Should Evergreen State’s governor sign off, Evergreen 

State folks worth over  a million bucks will be taxed 9.9% more.  Media have it new tax would prompt 

folks with greater than a million bucks to take their marbles elsewhere. Court challenge could nullify. 

 

"He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he 

violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself." 

~ Thomas Paine  
 



 

  
 

  
 

New Evergreen State Millionaire Tax could go down in Evergreen State Supreme Court flames.  A 

fate a similar tax fell on due to high court finding it was unconstitutional to tax discriminately. “We, 

the American People” would be smart to keep in mind Constitutional interpretation by whoever 

happens to be in power matter more than Constitutional verbiage.   It’s a matter of having lawful clout. 

 

“That we will, at all times hereafter, consider ourselves as a free and independent state, capable of 

regulating our internal police, in all and every respect whatsoever -- and that the people on said Grants 

have the sole and exclusive and inherent right of ruling and governing themselves in such manner and 

form as in their own wisdom they shall think proper... “ 

~ Vermont Declaration of Independence  



 

   

  
 

Never Can “Our, the American People’s” commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state 

Constitutions be assured to protect sovereign society from government officials who intending their 

personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) be lawfully compulsory. Our readiness to hold lawfully 

compulsory PAVB at bay, by force is necessary, is how free societies remain free from tyranny. 

 

" The government of the United States is a definite government, confined to specified objects. " 

~ James Madison 



 

  

  
 

Related Media Tax Articles Note democrat legislators are falling prey to dealing with ‘affordability’ 

crisis by proposing tax cuts followed by spending increases, combination set to add trillions to 

America’s national debt.  An article drawing on tax history points out representative tax system is a 

farce, citing Churchill’s view of taxation for prosperity to one pulling one up by one’s bootstraps. 

 

"The majority, oppressing an individual, is guilty of a crime, abuses its strength, and by acting on the 

law of the strongest breaks up the foundations of society." 

~ Thomas Jefferson  

 



  
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to enact legislation without majority approval of voters. They uphold their Constitutional 

heritage of self-government. 
 

"It is one thing to be subordinate to the laws, and another [for the Executive] to be dependent on the 

legislative body. The first comports with, the last violates, the fundamental principles of good 

government; and, whatever may be the forms of the Constitution, unites all power in the same hands.” 

~ Alexander Hamilton  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #9175 – It Will Not Work. 

ASK A HORSE 
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

"The only greater [evil] than separation... [is] living under a government of discretion."  

~   Thomas Jefferson  

Monday, 

March 16th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,457,754,984,281. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,406 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.70%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,881,914,665,661. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,259. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"[The purpose of a written constitution is] to bind up the several branches of government by certain 

laws, which, when they transgress, their acts shall become nullities; to render unnecessary an appeal 

to the people, or in other words a rebellion, on every infraction of their rights, on the peril that their 

acquiescence shall be construed into an intention to surrender those rights."  

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
It Will Not Work. Not according to a media article letting “Us, the American People” know taking everything 

wealthy people have will not fix America’s federal government deficit. People with a modicum of clear 

headedness knew this before media was kind enough to point it out.  Government is addicted to spending.  

Spending, among other things, spawns government jobs. A political imperative. 

 

"Whensoever the General Government assumes undelegated powers, its acts are unauthoritative, 

void, and of no force." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



 
“We, the American People” who are whiz kids when it comes to numbers, could perform all sorts of analysis 

on tax fairness, rich people paying their fair share, creating equity scenarios for one and all, proving capitalism 

has a fatal flaw called greed, and any number of concoctions to force ordinary and extraordinary people to play 

fair. Government will amass debt till we force government to stop it. 

 

“The legitimate powers of government extend to such acts only as are injurious to others."  

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” government, love it or hate it, exists by getting enough votes to allow government 

officials to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice.  No balanced budget rules will be medicine enough 

to keep legislators-politicians from catering to their urge to expand, expand, expand.  It is an affliction no 

Constitution, no body of law can prevent.  It is a disease called power. 

 

“[T]he powers of the federal government are enumerated; it can only operate in certain cases; it has 

legislative powers on defined and limited objects, beyond which it cannot extend its jurisdiction.”  

~ James Madison 
 



 
There Is A Remedy For Curbing deficit  growth.  Cinching government purse strings.  It is within our power, 

as a sovereign citizenry, to let government spend fixed amounts during a fiscal cycle.  Not a greenback penny 

more, unless aggressive powers are a clear threat to America’s existence. When, if so, snuff out said threat with 

no chance of it rising like an Egyptian Bennu bird. Or, do as we’re doing. 

 

“It has been objected also against a bill of rights, that, by enumerating particular exceptions to the  

grant of power, it would disparage those rights which were not placed in that enumeration … .” 

~ James Madison 
 



 
People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to interfere in health matters between private citizens and their physicians. They uphold right 

to privacy and freedom of choice. 
  

"He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he 

violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself." 

~ Thomas Paine  
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0174 – (BA) Until The Cat Comes 

ASK A HORSE 
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

March 16th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,457,754,984,281. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,406 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.70%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,881,914,665,661. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,259. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Until The Cat Comes) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Until The Cat Comes 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9MXg1dmE5Jm5leHQ9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZiZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbSUyRnAlMkZ1bnRpbC10aGUtY2F0LWNvbWVzIiwicCI6MTc3MDYwMjMwLCJzIjoxMzQ1MjQyLCJmIjp0cnVlLCJ1IjoxMTYxNjczMjksImlhdCI6MTc2MTM1MTc2OCwiZXhwIjoyMDc2OTI3NzY4LCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMCIsInN1YiI6ImxpbmstcmVkaXJlY3QifQ.8f99VVJaV8DKshgOfYiT03eEKkH_TU0HGkBDfFhERwU?
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=1345242&post_id=177060230&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=1x5va9&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMTYxNjczMjksInBvc3RfaWQiOjE3NzA2MDIzMCwiaWF0IjoxNzYxMzUxNzY4LCJleHAiOjE3NjM5NDM3NjgsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0xMzQ1MjQyIiwic3ViIjoicG9zdC1yZWFjdGlvbiJ9.dVn8dDnlNi5TfvUWPk6gzs4hvjoXdEVMZ38BTR2Xh9k


Meow… 

BETH ANN  
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Upgrade to paid 

10-24-2025 

Have you wondered why it is that democrats (the Marxist-democrat party) prefer and 

protect criminals over honest law-abiding citizens? 

I think we’re all familiar with the old saying, “Birds of a feather flock together…” 

The Marxist-democrat party is the leading criminal-cartel in our nation. They speak lies, 

they promote violence and they abscond with our money for the use of their agendas, 

https://substack.com/@bethanncsctalkradio
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which is why they went ballistic against DOGE for downsizing USAID. It wasn’t because 

they wanted to save democracy; they wanted to preserve their bureaucratic autocracy. 

They promote criminals because they are criminals… and birds of a feather do flock 

together! 

So why such a visceral consistent hate of President Donald J. Trump? 

Until this morning, I didn’t realize there was a second part to that little saying, “Birds of a 

feather flock together……… until the cat comes.” 

UNTIL THE CAT COMES… MAGA… DONALD TRUMP……… WE ARE THE CATS! 

So, in exposing the Marxist-democrats for the anti-Americans that they are, for exposing 

their lawfare and crimes against American Citizens and against our Constitution, those 

democrat birds…well… 

They hate and fear the cats! 

Upgrade to paid 

When over 80 million Americans reelected Donald Trump as president (not king), the 

Marxist-democrats began shaking with fear. The house of bureaucratic-autocracy was 

about to come tumbling down. 

Those rallies, those MAGA rallies, where tens of thousands of Americans showed up free of 

will (not paid), did not go unnoticed by the flocks of Marxist-democrat-birds. We’ll call 

them the Marxist vultures. Vultures circling and waiting for Liberty to die; for the death of 

the American spirit built on freedom and Independence. Instead, Donald Trump’s MAGA 

speeches of common sense and encouragement awakened the masses of Americans, 

who had felt discouraged and nearly ready to accept the old saying, “You can’t beat city 

hall.” BUT We the People own city hall! We the People longing for peace, for LIFE, for 

Liberty, for the pursuit of Happiness, Prosperity and Private Property, were awakened by 

the words of this wealthy businessman, Donald J. Trump. We the People rallied on the 

promises of President Trump. It was starting to look as if the vultures might starve as 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.ln0aQQ5zAWfg5t5_lfdceFOZakZd2eaMsTjP5VjxwKo?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=177060230


American enthusiasm grew once again with the hope of restoring our American 

Constitutional Republic. 

These Marxist-democrat-criminal-vultures are like cornered wounded animals; they are 

vicious, violent, and yes, murderous. They have many followers, who are their useful idiots, 

but be assured, they do not outnumber MAGA Americans! 

The Marxist-democrats have been patiently and methodically consuming our rights and 

indoctrinating our youth, teaching them false history and grooming them to hate America, 

while ignoring all that it once stood for. 

The only way these Marxist-democrat-vultures have power, is by taking it away from We 

the People. Now that “We the People” have realized that through leadership of people 

like President Trump, who wants to restore the Constitutional Republic and return power 

back to the people (Consent of the governed), the democrats are desperate. Their 

desperation is the reason for their want of violence and chaos, thus the need to attempt to 

rule this nation by district judges obstructing and micromanaging the Executive branch, 

President Trump. 

While President Trump is the target of their attacks and hate, it is actually YOU, America… 

We the People they fear the most. 

Upgrade to paid 

They fear you! 

They fear you being Awake 

They fear you Waking up others 

They fear you being Armed 

They fear you Speaking up 

They fear you Speaking out 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.ln0aQQ5zAWfg5t5_lfdceFOZakZd2eaMsTjP5VjxwKo?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=177060230


They fear you Standing up 

They fear you Resisting (that’s why J6ers were treated so horribly) 

They fear you Rebelling 

They fear you Revolting 

They fear you NOT Complying 

They fear you Banding Together 

They fear you Standing Together 

They fear you Coordinating 

They fear you learning YOU are the Majority 

They fear you realizing Your POWER 

They fear you using Your POWER 

They FEAR YOU! 

We are the cats! 

Birds of a feather flock together…. 

Until the cats come! 

Meow 

Bring America Home© 
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Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Immuno 150 - The 70 minerals are the key! 

Power the Future - Homepage 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 

Upgrade to paid 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0173 – Spending Other People’s Money 

ASK A HORSE 
http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

"The greatest [calamity] which could befall [us would be] submission to a government of unlimited 

powers." 

~    Thomas Jefferson 

Monday, 

March 16th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     
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U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,457,754,984,281. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $89,406 

///   Debt as % of GDP  140.70%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United 

States Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://co0modity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 38,881,914,665,661. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,089; every citizen $113,259. 

 

"If Congress can do whatever in their discretion can be done by money, and will promote the general 

welfare, the government is no longer a limited one possessing enumerated powers, but an indefinite 

one subject to particular exceptions." 

~    James Madison 
 

 
Based On Early Polling, “Our, the American People’s” media coverage accurate, Golden State voters 

are inclined to approve a proposed one-time billionaire tax.  Said tax would be 5% on Golden State 

ultrawealthy.  Polling data favors tax in question at a 50% approval rate.  All things considered, it’s 

easy to vote for something one does not have to share paying for.  Spending other people’s money. 

 

"It is but too evident that the three ruling branches of [the Federal government] are in combination to 

strip their colleagues, the State authorities, of the powers reserved by them, and to exercise themselves 

all functions foreign and domestic." 

~    Thomas Jefferson  
 

 
Arguments For Proposed One-time 5% tax on Golden State’s ultrawealthy point to how ultrawealthy 

get benefits from unrealized capital gains, and, therefore, should be taxed more than people who do not 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


get similar asset-building benefits.  Passive investments can only be realized when ordinary people 

spend money od goods and services offered by companies wherein wealthy investors invest. 

 

"An elective despotism was not the government we fought for, but one which should not only be 

founded on true free principles, but in which the powers of government should be so divided and 

balanced among general bodies of magistracy, as that no one could transcend their legal limits without 

being effectually checked and restrained by the others." 

~    Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“We, the American People” would be smart, whether or not we support Golden State one-time tax at 

hand, America’s federal Constitution 16th Amendment made America’s federal income tax (a one-time, 

war time tax) permanent.  AI source referenced accurate, America’s 16th Amendment was ratified by 

state legislatures, not individual citizen votes in ratifying states.  Process is Constitutionally rooted. 

 

"When all government, domestic and foreign, in little as in great things, shall be drawn to Washington 

as the center of all power, it will render powerless the checks provided of one government on another 

and will become as venal and oppressive as the government from which we separated." 

~    Thomas Jefferson  
 

 
There IS Nor Reason For Thinking People on whom government levies a one-time tax will not have 

government levy on them a next-time tax, and a next-time tax whenever government deems it necessary 

to meet budget shortfalls. Government needs for private property (wealth) never get smaller. Because 

government  has no reason not to increase its power to tax.  Until no property (wealth) is left to tax. 



 

"Government is instituted to protect property of every sort; as well that which lies in the various rights 

of individuals, as that which the term particularly expresses. This being the end of government, which 

impartially secures to every man, whatever is his own." 

~    James Madison 
 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining units. They uphold their freedom to negotiate with employers as they choose. 

 

"Every State has a natural right in cases not within the compact (casus non faederis) to nullify of their 

own authority all assumptions of power by others within their limits." 

~    Thomas Jefferson 
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