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PI2025 #0320 – Who Gets To Tell  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Taxation of earnings from labor is on a par with forced labor. Seizing the results of someone's labor 

is equivalent to seizing hours from him and directing him to carry on various activities." 

~ Robert Nozick 
Friday, 

March 21st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,226,582,472,961. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,704 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,596,234,188,987. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $107,057. 

 

"Illegal aliens have always been a problem in the United States. Ask any Indian." 

~ Robert Orben 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Gridlock, As Gridlock Applies to government means government is in a state where it can not pass 

laws or act.  “We, the American People” witness a form of government gridlock, as reported by media 

coverage of judicial blockage of President Donald J. Trump’s MAGA/Department Of Government 

Efficiency (DOGE). Judiciary-DOGE battle has brought to fore judicial/executive power struggle. 

 

"It is becoming increasingly apparent that many—arguably most—of the problems that plague our 

nation have been aggravated rather than alleviated by federal intervention." 

~ Robert W. Lee 

 



 
President Donald J. Trump Executive Order dispute with “Our, the American People’s” judiciary is 

reported by America’s media on a daily, sometimes hourly, basis.  From judicial-Trump dispute has 

arisen an on-going jurisdictional debate over America’s triumvirate government branches. Specifically, 

branch power to impede other branches from acting on their charters as they see those charters to be. 

 

"The real freedom of any individual can always be measured by the amount of responsibility which he 

must assume for his own welfare and security." 

~ Robert Welch 

 

 
Either America’s Commonwealth, Federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions empower “Us, the 

American People” with self-government, or, they do not.  When federal officials do battle with each 

other over who gets to tell other government officials how and when to do their jobs, and work to 

confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty), then self-government does not, can not exist. 

 



“The terrorists have already won the political and ideological war with one terrorist act. It is 

mindboggling that we are that weak as a society." 

~ Rocco Galati 

 

 
It May Well Be Wishful Thinking for any society to have universally accepted government.  People 

have far too diverse ideas and ideals for government to make selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory 

legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R) satisfactory to all.  SADLT&R is, by its nature 

divisive, pits regular citizen against regular citizen, benefits authority most. Power diffusion an option. 

 

"There are in fact four very significant stumblingblocks in the way of grasping the truth, which hinder 

every man however learned, and scarcely allow anyone to win a clear title to wisdom, namely, the 

example of weak and unworthy authority, longstanding custom, the feeling of the ignorant crowd, and 

the hiding of our own ignorance while making a display of our apparent knowledge." 

~ Roger Bacon 

 

 



People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss remiss elected officials without hesitation. 
 

"Without the War on Drugs, the financial engine that fuels terrorist organizations would sputter to a 

halt." 

~ Ron Crickenberger 

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0319 – Without A Silver Saddle 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The man who does not do his own thinking is a slave, and is a traitor to himself and to his fellow-

men." 

~ Robert Ingersoll 
Friday, 

March 21st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,226,582,472,961. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,704 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,596,234,188,987. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $107,057. 

 

 
"All nonstate threats to life, liberty, and property appear to be relatively petty and therefore can be dealt 

with. Only states can pose truly massive threats, and sooner or later the horrors with which they menace 

mankind invariably come to pass." 

~ Robert Higgs 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

  
 

Never Look A Gift Horse in its mouth. Not if you expect another. America’s GOP was handed, by 

Election 2024 vote, an opportunity to advance GOP ideas.  If GOP, or any political party, has ideals 

intended to improve people’s lives by virtue of political power made lawful power.  Odds are political 

parties want power to make their ideals lawfully compulsory. By suppressing people’s choice to differ. 

 

"But politicians who talk about failed policies are just blowing smoke. Government policies succeed 

in doing exactly what they are supposed to do: channeling resources bilked from the general public to 

politically organized and influential interests groups." 

~ Robert Higgs 



  
 

   
 

Media Reports Have It “Our, the American People’s” Congressional House Speaker has a serious 

problem.  Some House legislators, upset with Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) Chief 

Justice John Roberts lowering  boom on they who would defy or disparage America’s courts.  Said 

Hose legislators are reported out to impeach Chief Justice Roberts, maybe any like-minded magistrate. 

 

"Liberty a word without which all other words are vain." 

~ Robert Ingersoll 

 



  
 

 
 

How It Is Congressional House legislators demanding judges be impeached is a problem for Speaker 

Mike Johnson, is curious to a point of laughable.  Speaker Johnson has no obligation to entertain 

impeachment cries from House legislators.  He could simply say, “Go ahead.  Do as you will.”  House 

legislators, then, would have to figure how they’re going to impeach without Johnson’s participation. 

 

"I will not attack your doctrines nor your creeds if they accord liberty to me. If they hold thought to be 

dangerous - if they aver that doubt is a crime, then I attack them one and all, because they enslave the 

minds of men." 

~ Robert G. Ingersoll 



 

  
 

  
 

Some GOP Legislators Are, Reportedly, rebuking House legislators with impeachment in their hearts. 

Rebuking GOP legislators advise House impeachers to use America’s appellate/SCOTUS system and 

let cards fall as they may.  Impeachment-bound House legislators might not be happy putting forth 

effort needed to run appellate course. They’d rather be unhappy with a gift horse without a silver saddle. 

 

"What light is to the eyes – what air is to the lungs – what love is to the heart, liberty is to the soul of 

man." 



~ Robert G. Ingersoll 

 

  

   
 

People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They 

dismiss elected leaders who put them at risk. 
 

"Public Schools too often fail because they are shielded from the very force that improves performance 

and sparks innovation in nearly every other human enterprise - competition." 

~ Robert Lutz 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 



Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0318 – Are Threatened By Formality 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"I am the inferior of any man whose rights I trample under foot." 

~ Robert G. Ingersoll 
Friday, 

March 21st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,226,582,472,961. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,704 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,596,234,188,987. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $107,057. 

 

"Freedom to differ is not limited to things that do not matter much. That would be a mere shadow of 

freedom. The test of its substance is the right to differ as to things that touch the heart of the existing 

order." 

~ Robert H. Jackson 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
America Was Created Out Of contempt of/for court. Media news is peppered with articles, pro and 

con, on America’s Supreme court of the United States (SCOTUS) Chief Justice chastising “Us, the 

American People” should it be unseeming of us to voice displeasure with America’s courts, or heaven 

forbid, defy court opinions.  Americans are not a people to act like legislative or judicial Lemmings. 

 

"There is no such thing as an achieved liberty: like electricity, there can be no substantial storage and 

it must be generated as it is enjoyed, or the lights go out." 

~ Robert H. Jackson 

 

 
“We, the American People,” depending on who we choose to accurately characterize us, are incurable, 

fanatically independent, rugged individualists; or we are a people of law, not inclined to get our backs 

up against legislative or judicial authority.  We, too, are characterized as a melting pot of extractions 

from ethnic, racial differences.  We, acting as juries, can pass judgement on legislative-judicial edict. 

 



"The human race divides politically into those who want people to be controlled and those who have 

no such desire." 

~ Robert Heinlein 

 

 
It Would Be Hypocritical Of Us, given “Our, the American People’s” legislative-judicial system is 

subject to prevailing at our pleasure, to hold SCOTUS Chief Justice Roberts in contempt for exercising 

his 1st Amendment option.  Moreover, Chief Justice Roberts sits in America’s highest position of 

judicial authority. We would be served by a Chief Justice easily manipulated, were he hesitant to speak. 

 

"It is a truism that almost any sect, cult, or religion will legislate its creed into law if it acquires the 

political power to do so." 

~ Robert Heinlein 

 

 
We, Diverse Melting Pot, Are, As Well, a smelting pot seething with strongly-held, conflicting personal 

attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) with roots as deep as our very being.  Our PAVB are not easily 

altered, nor are we willing to surrender them to authority of those with conflicting PAVB who occupy 

positions of authority over us.  We will stand our ground when our PAVB are threatened by formality. 

 

"Love your country, but never trust its government." 

~ Robert Heinlein 

 



 
People Fritty Enough To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to infringe upon Americans’ 1st Amendment rights or other Bill-of-

Rights protections; nor do they allow blame for another person’s behavior to be ascribed to their 

freedom to exercise their rights.  They retain their heritage of self-government. 
 

"An armed society is a polite society." 

~ Robert Heinlein 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0317 – Government Makes No Mistakes 

ASK A HORSE 



(Liberty Over License)  

"So free we seem, so fettered fast we are." 

~ Robert Browning 
Friday, 

March 21st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,226,582,472,961. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National 653t Per Citizen $88,704 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.59%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,596,234,188,987. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,049; every citizen $107,057. 

 

"As government regulations grow slowly, we become used to the harness. Habit is a powerful force, 

and we no longer feel as intensely as we once would have [the] constriction of our liberties that would 

have been utterly intolerable a mere half century ago." 

~ Judge Robert Bork 

 

 
Media Outlet Articles Continue Speculating on how “Our, the American People’s” President Donald 

J. Trump tariff (trade tax) policies could/might help/hurt America and countries steeped in regulatory 

trappings brought on by government attempts to make socio-economic struggles go away by edict.  Not 

much chance for stability and tranquility while governments work to exert leverage on governments. 

 

"For as long as one hundred of us shall remain alive, we shall never in any wise consent submit to the 

rule of the English, for it is not for glory we fight, nor riches, or for honour, but for freedom alone, 

which no good man loses but with his life." 

~ Robert Bruce 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People” could/might see some relief from socio-economic discord, were we to 

force government to give free markets and absence of socio-engineering a sporting chance. For reasons 

unclear, government exhibits an irresistible urge to keep people in ideological line by lawful force.  

Lawful force carried to extents of parenting oversight and business intrusion.  We can choose smartly. 

 

"Censorship is contagious, and experience with this culture of regulation teaches us that regulatory 

enthusiasts herald each new medium of communications as another opportunity to spread the disease." 

~ Robert Corn-Revere 

 

 
Free Markets Offer People Opportunities to exchange goods and services for goods and services by 

allowing traders to decide if they’re getting a good deal.   Government distorts free market  exchanges 



by turning government officials’ personal attitudes, values and beliefs (PAVB) into lawful force. 

PAVB vary person-to-person, and are thus, biased.  Not everyone likes vanilla ice cream or sushi. 

 

 "...if I had foreseen the use those people designed to make of their victory, there would have been no 

surrender at Appomattox Courthouse; no sir, not by me. Had I foreseen these results of subjugation, I 

would have preferred to die at Appomattox with my brave men, my sword in my right hand." 

~ Robert E. Lee 

 

 
There Is No Reason Why Government has to supervise “Us, the American People” in how we chose 

our cars, how we get our teeth fixed, how we decide who we shall hire or shall work for, for whom we 

shall vote.  Nonetheless, government officials can’t resist their deep-seated urge to help.  Help us see 

our erroneous ways and be less likely to make mistakes.  Good to know government makes no mistakes. 

 

"This freedom, this liberty, this beautiful and terrible thing, needful to man as air, usable as earth." 

~ Robert Earl Hayden 

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend these United States.  They prohibit government from 

putting them at financial risk. 
 

"What light is to the eyes – what air is to the lungs – what love is to the heart, liberty is to the soul of 

man. Without liberty, the brain is a dungeon, where the chained thoughts die with their pinions pressed 

against the hingeless doors." 



~ Robert G. Ingersoll 

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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