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PI2026 #0236 – Deprives People Of Choice 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“I do not believe that the government should have its long nose poked into the private consensual 

relationships between people.” 

~ John Anderson 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
 

Friday, 

April 10th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

Us-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,019,836,701,463. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,358,222,466. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,786. 

 

 
“When goods don’t cross borders, soldiers will.” 

~ Fredric Bastiat 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
  

Impetus To Tax People With Comparatively Large wealth (property) holdings is not losing steam. Not 

if myriad media pieces are an example.  Two reasons to take away comparatively wealthy people’s 

property (wealth) are (1) to reduce government debt (amassed by deficit spending), and (2) lessen 

society’s inequity problem.  Both reasons serve to punish people who are monetarily successful. 

 

“Manufacturing and commercial monopolies owe their origin not to a tendency imminent in a capitalist 

economy but to governmental interventionist policy directed against free trade and laissez faire.” 

~ Ludwig Mises, 



 

  
 

  
How It Is Taking People’s Property (wealth) is an acceptable way to deal with societal problems and 

government deficit spending is mind-boggling to anyone who has regard for other people’s stuff.  “We, 

the American People” would be smart to consider forced property (wealth) redistribution as modern 

day slavery.  While slavery connotes people ownership, slavery, essentially, deprives people of choice. 

 

“Experience should teach us to be most on our guard to protect liberty when the government’s purposes 

are beneficial … the greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well 

meaning but without understanding.” 

~  Louis D. Brandeis 



 

  

   
Articles Dealing With Wealth Confiscation/redistribution are not in universal agreement as to how 

society’s inequity problem would be remedied, or, how government deficit spending would be held in 

check.  People are different in lots of ways.  How people are compensated for their time and effort 

depends on how a person’s time and effort are valued.  Neurosurgeons are paid more than dog catchers. 

 

“Tariffs, quotas and other import restrictions protect the business of the rich at the expense of high cost 

of living for the poor. Their intent is to deprive you of the right to choose, and to force you to buy the 

high-priced inferior products of politically favored companies.” 

~ Alan Burris 



 

  
 

  
 

If Everyone Is To Have Their Needs And Wants Met, exclusive of their ability to fend for themselves, 

people who are more competitive in dealing with life’s challenges and obstacles are likely to be 

assessed for their accomplishments.  How power to confiscate property (wealth) in meeting needs and 

wants would be constrained is problematic.  Needs and wants are unlimited; confiscatory power alike. 

 

“Perhaps the removal of trade restrictions throughout the world would do more for the cause of 

universal peace than can any political union of peoples separated by trade barriers.” 

~ Frank Chodorov 



 

  
 

   
 

People Determoined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to offer amnesty to illegal aliens until those illegal aliens agree to become 

and become United States citizens. They use their citizen sovereignty to protect their lives, their 

property, and their future. 
 



“The legacy of Democrats and Republicans approaches: Libertarianism by bankruptcy.” 

~ Nick Nuessle 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0235 – Applying Our Elbow Grease 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“When you subsidize poverty and failure, you get more of both.” 

~ James Dale Davidson 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Friday, 

April 10th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

Us-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,019,836,701,463. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,358,222,466. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,786. 

 

 
 

“Every individual necessarily labors to render the annual revenue of society as great as he can.” 

~ Adam Smith 

 

  
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

A Media Opinion Piece Speculates something called ‘Trunp Alignment’ could be replacing political 

a\filiation in “Our, the American People’s” political landscape.  Could be a sign jerrymandering is 

nothing more than wishful thinking.  Political loyalty is inconsistent with voter clear-minded thinking. 

Voters unimpressed by rhetoric would cast ballots for expected outcomes, not political posturing. 

 

“The conclusion is thus inescapable that the history, concept, and wording of the Second Amendment 

to the Constitution of the United States, as well as its interpretation by every major commentator and 

court in the first half-century after its ratification, indicates that what is protected is an individual right 

of a private citizen to own and carry firearms in a peaceful manner.” 

~ Report of the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the Committee on the Judiciary, United 

States Senate, 97th Congress, Second Session (February 1982) 

 

     
 



   
 

“We, the American People” are fools to take legislative office seekers at their word.  Mainly, because 

they can do nothing without legislative majority vote.  Not untrue America’s political parties can be 

characterized as having more or less significant differences in their attempts to have all Americans 

bound by a partuicular party membership’s personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). Power lust. 

 

“If we have to kill 12 people to save 1 human life it will have been worth it.” 

~ Unknown 

 



   
 

  
 

It Would Be Smart For “Us, the American People” to bear in mind legislative office seekers seek 

office so they can write, pass, and implement laws making their PAVB lawfully compulsory.  For 



reasons not easily understood, if at all, we elect people we expect will, somehow, make our lives better 

by bestowing on us property (wealth) we have not managed to accrue by applying our elbow grease. 

 

“If you obey a law simply because it is the law, that’s a pretty likely sign that it shouldn’t be a law.” 

~ Unknown 

 

  
 

  
 

Government Is Incapable Of Bestowing wealth (property0 on some people unless government takes 

property (wealth) from other people and redistributes taken property (wealth). Once people adopt belief 



there should be no disappointment in life, and expect government to allay displeasure, all people are at 

risk of having their property (wealth) confiscated and redistributed to meet deemed common good. 

 

 “The U.S. Constitution may be flawed, but it’s a whole lot better than what we have now.” 

~ Unknown 

 

  
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations without majority approval of voters.  They 

uphold Americans’ self-governing heritage. 
 

“The welfare state reduces a citizen to a client, subordinates them to a bureaucrat, and subjects them to 

rules that are anti-work, anti-family, anti-opportunity and anti-property … ” 

~ Unknown 



 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0234 – (BA) To Tax or To Tariff, That Is the Question 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Friday, 

April 10th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

Us-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,019,836,701,463. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,358,222,466. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,786. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (To Tax or To Tariff, That Is the Question) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

To Tax or To Tariff, That Is the 

Question 

Whether it be nobler to tax the American citizens, or to charge 

foreign governments for the privilege of selling their goods to these 

United States of America 

BETH ANN  

 

FEB 25 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

READ IN APP  

   

  

2-24-2025 

Disclaimer upfront here: I am no economist! 

Upgrade to paid 
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Taxes have long been an argument of necessity (by government) throughout the 

history of this nation. The king taxed our Founding Fathers to help him pay for his 

wars and they rebelled in the way of “The Boston Tea Party.” Taxes remain a 

sore rub with We the People. We are taxed on nearly everything in our lives; 

income tax (fed & state in many places), sales tax, property taxes, gas tax, 

license and permits (yes those are a tax), and then the fines (also taxes) for not 

https://substack.com/redirect/a1c4cfd9-4976-4101-8fd6-21b7587a8d21?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


complying; death tax, inheritance tax, real estate tax, gift tax, luxury tax, use tax, 

social security tax, services rendered tax, excise tax, progressive and regressive 

taxes too; utility taxes, capital gains tax… the list goes on. All that we are taxed 

make the “Boston Tea Party” seem like a useless dispute. 

I know that list is not all inclusive of the taxation we must endure. Did you know 

that the IRS has over 800 forms and schedules to “figure out” what you owe to 

the government. The instruction booklet for filling out the main tax form, (known 

as the 1040) is over 113 pages long. Page 112 is a patriotic page titled: “Your 

Rights as a Taxpayer.” 

See: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1.pdf 

Observe #9 on that list: “The Right to Retain Representation Taxpayers have the 

right to retain an authorized representative of their choice to represent them in 

their dealings with the IRS. Taxpayers have the right to seek assistance from a 

Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic if they cannot afford representation.” 

When we actually stop and think about it (we don’t because it’s too infuriatingly 

painful) We the People are not free at all. It’s almost as if we own nothing, even 

the income we make from our hard work is not ours; we simply rent out our lives 

to the US Government. The musical, West Side Story, had a song that captured 

the ugly truth of bureaucracy in America; “Everything’s free in America, for a 

small fee in America.” 

We pay a lot of unnecessary taxes! We have suspected for years that our tax 

dollars were being misused. With the recent auditing being done by DOGE, we 

now have evidence that the D.C. Occupiers, and their bureaucratic branch of 

governing, treat our hard-earned money with indifference and disrespect. 

While there have been only a few whispers of conversations regarding the 

discontinuation of income tax, I dare say, that is only a pittance of the taxes we 

are forced to pay to government. With all that American citizens do pay, 

https://substack.com/redirect/7584b9f5-369f-4672-8d7c-06645f88b9e4?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


Congress has put us in such a debt, that it is completely unsustainable; and 

they are about to continue with the same insanity, come March 14. 

Would you rather be taxed as we are, or could this nation actually function 

financially on tariffs? 

Did you know: 

Before the Civil War, tariffs represented some 90 percent of U.S. government 

revenue. That share fell to about 50 percent with the advent of new taxes to pay 

for the war effort. Tariffs would become relatively insignificant as a source of 

government revenue after the introduction of the income tax in 1913, but they 

remained an important tool for protecting domestic producers from foreign 

competition. 

I used the following website to glean most of my information… 

Visit: https://www.history.com/news/what-is-a-tariff 

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, designates to Congress the 

“Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the 

Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the 

United States.” 

Upgrade to paid 

What Is a Tariff? 

Tariffs have been used to bring in revenue, protect domestic industries from 

foreign competition and cooperate or retaliate against other nations around the 

world. 

Definition and Purpose of Tariffs 

In simple terms, a tariff is a tax that a country’s government imposes on goods 

that are imported from other countries. The importing business pays the tariff 
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when the goods cross the border into the country, typically at a seaport or 

airport. The most common types of tariffs are “ad valorem” tariffs, which are set 

as a fixed percentage of the value of the imports, and “specific” tariffs, charged 

as a fixed amount on each unit of an imported good. In his book Clashing Over 

Commerce: A History of U.S. Trade Policy, Douglas Irwin explains there are 

three motivations for using tariffs. He breaks them down to what he refers to as 

the “three Rs”: revenue, restriction and reciprocity. 

The three motivations for using tariffs are to raise revenue by taxing foreign 

countries on the imports; restricting imports to discourage foreign goods and 

encourage domestic production, and of course reciprocity; which President 

Trump has been talking about recently. Reciprocity or equal tariffs: if the 

importer country charges us a tariff of 25%, then we as the exporter will also 

charge 25%. As I learned in the article: if we have tariffs and other countries do 

too, we can negotiate to bring those down and promote trade, or if their markets 

are closed to us, we can raise tariffs against them to retaliate. 

Taxes, as we are taxed, is a nation increasing its revenue through the citizens. 

We don’t mind assisting with the maintenance of our infrastructure, our schools 

and other necessities. However, our tax dollars are being used to benefit other 

countries, before helping our own in need. Our tax dollars are being used for 

projects and agendas that are not to the betterment of our own. Because of the 

lack of respect for American citizens and our tax dollars, our nation now finds 

itself in a pickle of a debt; unsustainable. 

Tariffs, on the other side of this situation, tax importers (other countries). Before 

the income tax began in 1913 our nation’s economy was stable. That year our 

nation made a drastic turn downward; income tax was established, and We the 

People now paid a portion of our income to our government. 1913 was also the 

year that Congress decided to forgo its obligation to guard the purse of We the 

People. Congress turned America’s economy over to the Federal Reserve. The 

most misunderstood fact is the belief that the Federal Reserve is part of the 

U.S., but they are not. While we might have representation in Jerome Powell, the 
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Chair of the Federal Reserve of the United States, the Federal Reserve is made 

up of outside world bankers, who make decisions regarding interest rates, and 

they manipulate markets. 

Like I mentioned in the beginning, I am not an economist, nor do I pretend to 

understand all of the ins and outs or pros and cons of Taxes vs. Tariffs. What I do 

know, however, is that our own Congress continues to approve more and more 

spending. Our debt is now at $32 Trillion and growing exponentially by the hour. 

The unconstitutionally created bureaucratic branch of government should have 

been audited long ago; in fact, there should be annual audits before the next 

fiscal budget is written and voted on in Congress. 

Americans are excited to finally see an audit by DOGE, but we must stay vigilant. 

It’s important to understand there were a lot of nonpartisan decisions made 

along the way to create the ever-increasing alphabet departments of 

bureaucracy. We must also realize that the one thing political parties always 

manage to unite together on... is spending our money! So, let’s keep a closer 

eye on them varmints in Congress and Bring America Home. © 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth and news are not the same thing.” 

~ Katharine Graham 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

April 10th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

Us-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,019,836,701,463. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,358,222,466. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,786. 

 

“The illegal we do immediately. The unconstitutional takes a bit longer.” 

~ Henry Kissinger 

 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


America’s Judges, Without Exception, are required to swear of affirm they will support America’s 

federal (U.S./National) Constitution. America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution stipulates so. One 

of “Our, the American People’s” media outlets has an article in circulation letting one and all know one 

of America’s major political parties has locked up one of America’s more important high courts. 

 

“I think the terror most people are concerned with is the IRS.” 

~ Malcolm Forbes 

 

 
“We, the American People” would be smart to take note when we are told one court is more important 

than another.  Particularly so, given America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution has it all judges are 

to swear or affirm their commitment to uphold America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution. 

Required so, no judge ought find inconsistent with America’s Constitutional precepts and protections.  

 

“Let the people decide through the marketplace mechanism what they wish to see and hear.” 

~ Mark Fowler 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” jurisprudence system, despite federal (U.S./National) Constitution 

requirements its precepts and protections be upheld, is made up of people.  People are imbued with 

dissimilar personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). Members of America’s judiciary are no 

different.  Otherwise, courts would reach like decisions, regardless appellate process or highest coirt. 

 

“The usual road to slavery is that first they take away your guns, then they take away your property, 

then last of all they tell you to shut up and say you are enjoying it.” 

~ James A. Donald 

 



 
It Would Be Apparent To Anyone who peruses America’s judiciary records unanimity of court opinions 

is far from reach.  Dissimilar PAVB, regardless pertinent office oaths, lead courts to find dissimilar 

rulings.  If America’s courts are to exhibit neutrality and fairness, it will happen by sovereign citizenry 

oversight, either by organized charter, or, by something as direct as public rebuke through disobedience. 

 

“Each of us has to decide what the right balance is between being effective and being honest.” 

~ Stephen Schneider 

 

 
People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens use their private property.  They 

fiercely protect their most vital right – individual property ownership.  Protecting property is protecting 

life. 
 



“Every friend of freedom must be as revolted as I am by the prospect of turning the United States into 

an armed camp, by the vision of jails filled with casual drug users and of an army of enforcers 

empowered to invade the liberty of citizens on slight evidence.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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