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PI2026 #0240 – Thinking Popes Are Infallible 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“National Health Insurance means combining the efficiency of the Postal Service with the compassion 

of the I.R.S. … and the cost accounting of the Pentagon.” 

~ Louis Sullivan/Connie Horner  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Monday, 

April 13th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 38,993,743,488,129. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,648,555,099. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,814. 

 

“If the jury feels the law is unjust, we recognize the undisputed power of the jury to acquit, even if its 

verdict is contrary to the law as given by a judge, and contrary to the evidence … and the courts must 

abide by that decision.” 

~ US v Moylan, 4th Circuit Court of Appeals 
 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People” need government regulation for Artificial Intelligence (AI) - now. Lest 

Planet Earth be consumed by information chaos and ill deeds.  So, says a media article credited to AI’s 

premier architect.  Firstly, Planet Earth needs no AI help to be consumed by information chaos and ill 

deeds.  Secondly, at least as importantly, government regulates by law restricting choice. By law. 

 

“Love your country but fear its government.”  

~ N.E. folk wisdom 
 

 



It Is A Fallacy To Presume Government is categorically necessary.  In theory, depending who happens 

to be theorizing, government is necessary to protect people’s rights, etc.  Such presumption implies 

government is necessary to protect people from people.  Or, we could presume government is necessary 

to protect “Us, the American People” from us. We elect people to protect people from people. Befuddling. 

 

“Where is it written in the Constitution, in what section or clause is it contained, that you may take 

children from their parents and parents from their children, and compel them to fight the battle in any 

war in which the folly or the wickedness of government may engage it?” 

~ Daniel Webster 
 

 
Consent Of Those Governed is, in some instances, considered a vital ingredient of upstanding 

government.  Ironically, there is no assurance those elected will protect those who elect from those 

who are elected.  Shakespeare was wary of guardians.  “Our, the American People’s” legislative 

candidates and legislators seek, or have and seek to hold, office to make laws, not conduct raffles. 

 

“There are many farm handouts; but let’s call them what they really are: a form of legalized theft. 

Essentially, a congressman tells his farm constituency, “Vote for me. I’ll use my office to take another 

American’s money and give it to you.” 

~ Walter Williams 
 



 
AI Says AI Is Computers Or Computer-like robots doing things associated with human intelligence. 

We can presume, with reasonable expectancy, AI devices/systems will operate on a familiar rule all 

automation follows: Garbage In, Garbage Out (GIGO).  How it is they who advocate government 

oversight of AI will dodge GIGO is utterly baffling.  No more so than thinking Popes are infallible. 

 

“Germans who wish to use firearms should join the SS or the SA – ordinary citizens don’t need guns, 

as their having guns doesn’t serve the State.” 

~ Heinrich Himmler 
 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They refuse 

to live in fear or at risk brought on by “State” policy. 
 

“The Ten Commandments contain 297 words. The Bill of Rights is stated in 463 words. Lincoln’s 

Gettysburg Address contains 266 words. A recent federal directive to regulate the price of cabbage 

contains 26,911 words.” 

~ The Atlanta Journal 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0239– “Don’t tread on me.” 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Taxation of earnings from labor is on a par with forced labor. Seizing the results of someone’s labor 

is equivalent to seizing hours from him and directing him to carry on various activities.” 

~ Robert Nozick 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Monday, 

April 13th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 38,993,743,488,129. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,648,555,099. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,814. 

 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

“Alcohol didn’t cause the high crime rates of the ’20s and ’30s, Prohibition did. And drugs do not cause 

today’s alarming crime rates, but drug prohibition does.” 

~ James C. Paine 

 

  
 

  
 

Hard To Say Who Has A Corner on America’s core values market.  Former President Barack Obama 

and former First Lady Michelle Obama had some choice comments on America’s core values and stage 

of progress.  Media coverage accurate, former President Obama remarked America’s core values are 

increasingly under assault.  Former First Lady Michelle Obama thinks America’s is a little ‘janky.’ 

 



“The moral and constitutional obligations of our representatives in Washington are to protect our 

liberty, not coddle the world, precipitating no-win wars, while bringing bankruptcy and economic 

turmoil to our people.” 

~  Ron Paul 

 

  
 

  
 

America’s AI Sources Vary a bit when asked to identify America’s core values. AI sources list freedom, 

hard work, self-reliance, individualism, opportunity, patriotism, and common cause as America’s core 

values. Who, exactly, gets to define America’s core values for “Us, the American People” is unclear. 

Might not be a bad idea if each of us were inclined to come up with a core values list as suits us. 

 

“The man who produces while others dispose of his product is a slave.” 

~ Ayn Rand 



 

  
 

   
 

“We, the American People” would be smart to take a jaundiced view when public figures, present or 

past, presume to define America’s core values.  Wouldn’t be a long shot to bet they’re listing America’s 

core values based on their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB).  Hot Dogs, Apple Pie, and 

Chevrolet might be as close as anyone gets to pinpointing America’s core values.  Freedom is illusive. 

 

“I am interested in politics so that one day I will not have to be interested in politics.” 

~ Ayn Rand 

 



  
 

  



 

Wouldn’t Be Too Much A Shot in PAVB darkness to point out America’s Declaration of Independence 

and federal (U.S./National) Constitution get at “Our, the American People’s” (America’s) core values. 

Life, Liberty, and pursuit of happiness.  “We, the People,” … do ordain and establish this Constitution 

for  the United States of America.“ Concepts harmonized by a warning to tyrants: “Don’t tread on me.” 

 

“They have gun control in Cuba. They have universal health care in Cuba. So why do they want to 

come here?” 

~ Paul Harvey  

 

     
 

  
 

People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect their lives and property against “State” 

intrusion. 
 

“The New World Order has a dying empire odor and changing the channel ain’t going to make this go 

away.” 



~ Jello Biafra 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0238 – (BA) ~ The Banana Republic Mambo ~ 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

April 13th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 38,993,743,488,129. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,648,555,099. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,814. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (~ The Banana Republic Mambo ~) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Open in app or online 
 

~ The Banana Republic Mambo ~ 

An oligarchy dances with a Marxist sway, but their banana republic is 

NOT here to stay. 

BETH ANN 

 

APR 4 
  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

SAVE  

 

 ▷  LISTEN  

 

 

 

  

4-4-2023 

There are times my mind just strays to something fun and crazy, even in a 

situation as serious as America is in today!    

Since we’ve heard the news of NY D.A. Bragg’s promise to indict President 

Donald J. Trump, I’ve heard the phrase “Banana Republic” used to describe the 

horrific attacks on President Trump.   Is America now a banana republic without 

hope of returning to our Constitutional Republic?   If America is now a banana 

republic, will We the People just rollover and accept it? 

I think we must be realists.  We the People should listen and watch carefully as 

to what is being said and done, in the case of President Donald J. Trump.  It is my 

opinion that the democrats are all committing treason against We the People 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
https://open.substack.com/pub/bethanncsctalkradio/p/the-banana-republic-mambo?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store
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and our Constitutional Republic.  We must deal with this reality and begin our 

restoration locally. 

I come up with some crazy thoughts once in a while, something new to help us 

deal with the seriousness in a fun way.  We the People must find some humor 

as we Take Our Freedom back and restore our Republic! 

With all the “Banana Republic” chatter my mind went back to the old Chiquita 

banana commercials and the Chiquita banana song.  This is the little jingle I 

quickly jotted down, and we named it “The Banana Republic Mambo.”  It is to 

the same tune as the commercial for Chiquita bananas. 

The Banana Republic Mambo! 

We’re a banana republic and its so sad to say. 

The democrats have taken all our rights away. 

An oligarchy dances with a Marxist sway, 

But their banana republic is NOT here to stay. 

So, they burned the constitution. 

To Establish a commie institution. 

The bill of rights oh they must refuse them. 

They choose power over freedom. 

Of insurrection they are guilty. 

Their dirty lies are oh-so filthy. 

Our justice system they have rigged, 



China thinks it has a brand-new gig. 

(key change-half step up) 

Their banana republic is NOT here to stay. 

We the people, YES, we will have our say! 

It is for Life and Liberty that we pledge. 

You Democrats are now living on the edge. 

We the People are not happy. 

We the People will not stand 

For your communist Oligarchy. 

We will remove YOU from our land! 

Cha-cha-cha 

*** Next up… “Yes, we’ll have no banana republics, we have no banana 

republics today…”  😊 

I hope you enjoyed my poetic lyrical approach to this most serious infringement 

on our Liberty!  As we were pretending to live FREE, the democrat party worked 

long and hard at indoctrinating our children and taking over America’s media. 

Soros has been funding their campaigns for the return of his agenda, 

“Fundamentally Changing America” and turning this country into a Marxist-

Communist regime. 

These are the times that try men’s souls.  These are the times in which We the 

People must stop and strategize as to how we will right the wrongs and remove 

the corruption from our… OUR Government.  



“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever 

any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 

foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 

them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness….”  (from the 

Declaration of Independence) 

Consent of the governed is you and me, We the People.  It is our right, it is our 

duty, to restore America’s Constitutional Republic and Bring America Home. © 

Join me weekday mornings at:   Home - CSC Talk Radio 

Listen to today’s podcast:  THE BANANA REPUBLIC MAMBO - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Power the Future - Homepage 

Immuno 150 | The 70 Minerals are Key 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported 

publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a 

free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth 

Segment. For the full experience, upgrade your subscription. 

Upgrade to paid 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0237 – Party Gains Or Losses  

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“If we were directed from Washington when to sow and when to reap, we would soon want for bread.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
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Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 38,993,743,488,129. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,083,648,555,099. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,814. 

 

 
 

“We regard the minimum wage law as one of the most, if not the most, anti-black laws on the statute 

books.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Media Outlets Periodically Cover special elections from a viewpoint of how such election outcomes 

may indicate major party gains or losses in coming elections. “We, the American People” would be 

smart to consider election gains or losses as nothing more than shifts in who gets to say how 

government officials will confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty).  Power is key. 

 

“Nothing can destroy a government more quickly than its failure to observe its own laws, or worse, its 

disregard of the charter of its own existence.” 

~ Tom C. Clark  



 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” elected officials take oaths of office requiring them to uphold America’s 

commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions.  There are no oaths of office for GOP 

office winners, other, differing. oaths of office for democrat office winners.  Democrat and GOP office 

candidates, though, differ radically in how they vow they will carry out their respective oaths of office. 



 

“Our forefathers made one mistake. What they should have fought for was representation without 

taxation.” 

~ Fletcher Knebel 

 

  
 

  
 

America’s Commonwealth, Federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions are not specific in how 

office holders are to meet oath of office requirements.  Legislative office holders are Constitutionally 

empowered (required) to enact laws upholding Constitutional precepts and protections.  It is up to 

legislators to articulate such laws.  They do so by their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 

 

“Those who do not learn from the mistakes of history are doomed to repeat them.” 

~ George Santayana 



 

  
 

   
 

 Legislators, Government Chief Executives, and judges interpret Constitutional provisions as their 

PAVB urge them.  Reason being, Constitution verbiage is not part and parcel equivalent to a law.   Laws 

articulate Constitutional intent – as legislators, government chief executives, and judges interpret. It is 

up to “Us, the American People,” as a sovereign citizenry, to assure officials’ PAVB are not despotic. 

 



“Every man has a property in his own person. This nobody has any right to but himself. The labor of 

his body and the work of his hands are properly his.” 

~ John Locke 

 

   
 

  
 

People Set On Living In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“There are more instances of the abridgement of the freedom of the people by the gradual and silent 

encroachment of those in power, than by violent and sudden usurpation.” 

~ James Madison 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  



“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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