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PI2025 #0424 – Have Their Desired Effect 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"The usual road to slavery is that first they take away your guns, then they take away your property, 

then last of all they tell you to shut up and say you are enjoying it." 

~ ~James Donald 
Tuesday, 

April 15th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"The disposition of all power is to abuses, nor does it at all mend the matter that its possessors are a 

majority." 

~ James Fenimore Cooper 
 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump tariff (trade tax) policy continues to be prominent in 

media articles.  An Asian consumer electronics producer, media report, has announced price increases 

throughout Europe.  Price increase reason is linked to global economic volatility. A billionaire hedge fund guru 

worries President Donald J. Trump tariffs (trade taxes) will bring recession. 

 

"Since the general civilization of mankind, I believe there are more instances of the abridgment of 

freedoms of the people by gradual and silent encroachment of those in power than by violent and 

sudden usurpations." 

~ James Madison 
 

 
“We, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump, while justifying his tariff (trade tax) policy as rooted 

in fair trade, is treating tariffs (trade taxes) with selective imposition.  We can expect lower tariff (trade tax) rates 

will be accorded imports deemed comparatively more beneficial to President Donald J. ideology, as defined by 

President Donald J.’s personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). 

 

"Democracies have ever been spectacles of turbulence and contention; have ever been found 

incompatible with personal security or the rights of property; and have in general been as short in their 

lives as they have been violent in their death." 

~ James Madison 
 



 
Billionaire Hedge Fund Guru, who’s worried President Donald J. Trump’s tariffs (trade taxes) will bring 

recession, defines a recession as marked by two quarters of negative Gross Domestic Product (GDP).  No reason 

for “Us, the American People” to think billionaire guru is not conjecturing from PAVB.  All said and done, 

while governments set tariff (trade tax) rates, consumers validate those rates. 

 

"Americans need never fear their government because of the advantage of being armed, which the 

Americans possess over the people of almost every other nation." 

~ James Madison 
 

 
Tariffs (Trade Taxes) Are, first and foremost, taxes.  Taxes are a cost of doing business.  Increased costs of 

doing business mean higher consumer prices.  No getting around it.  Governments use tariffs (trade taxes) to 



influence how foreign products are able to affect their country’s economic state.  All said and done, though, it is 

consumers who determine if tariffs (trade taxes) have their desired effect. 

 

"Perhaps it is a universal truth that the loss of liberty at home is to be charged to the provisions against 

danger, real or pretended, from abroad." 

~ James Madison 
 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens use their private property.  They 

fiercely protect their most vital right – individual property ownership.  Protecting property is protecting 

life. 
 

"The people of the U.S. owe their Independence & their liberty, to the wisdom of descrying in the 

minute tax of 3 pence on tea, the magnitude of the evil comprised in the precedent. Let them exert the 

same wisdom, in watching against every evil lurking under plausible disguises, and growing up from 

small beginnings." 

~ James Madison 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0423 – Leads To Financial Security 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"Every time we establish a new crime, we’re creating a new mechanism for the government to check 

up on you." 



~ James A. Bruton III 
Tuesday, 

April 15th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 
 

 
"Freedom is not something that anybody can be given. Freedom is something people take, and people 

are as free as they want to be." 

~ James Baldwin 
 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

 For Those Of “Us, the American People” who are concerned about how to deal with America’s socio-economic 

upheaval under President Donald J. Trump’s ultra-proactive government, there is a plethora of ‘how to’ media 

articles popping up.   Understandable for those of us who are nervous about losing value of savings accounts or 

account value in financial investment markets.  Best advice, be calm. 

 

"The first step in saving our liberty is to realize how much we have already lost, how we lost it, and 

how we will continue to lose it unless fundamental political changes occur." 

~ James Bovard 
 

   
 



   
 

Looking Back, Financial Markets like Dow Jones Industrial Stock Average (DJIA) stocks, investors who take 

time to put a plan together, and stick with it, realize steady growth.  Trying to outguess stock trends can drive a 

non-professional investor nuts.  Professional investors are not always successful when picking winners.  

Diversification has been a stalwart rule for investors not high-risk amenable. 

 

"Politicians nowadays treat Americans like medical orderlies treat Alzheimer’s patients, telling them 

anything that will keep them subdued." 

~ James Bovard 
 

  
 



   
 

It’s Never A Sure Bet Turning “Our, the American People’s” chances for a comparatively secure financial 

future to other people. It is possible to build substantial net worth by putting as much away as expenses will 

allow. A routine deposit habit is also good for calculating, in financial terms, future-worth-of-an-annuity.  DJIA 

investing, by comparison, is less likely to predict growth as accurately. 

 

"America needs fewer laws, not more prisons." 

~ ~James Bovard 
 

  



 

  
 

“We, the American People” who try thinking in entrepreneurial terms plan financial futures by finding income-

generating investments.  Rental properties are typical of income-generating investments.  They require on-going 

management.  Not everyone is able to devote management time. Not everyone is an effective manager.  Takes 

homework and attention. Overall, guessing seldom leads to financial security. 

 

"To blindly trust government is to automatically vest it with excessive power." 

~ James Bovard 
 

 
PI2025 #0421 – Out For Working People 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Every government is run by liars and nothing they say should be believed." 



~ I.F. Stone 
Tuesday, 

April 15th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"The right of citizens to bear arms is just one guarantee against arbitrary government, one more 

safeguard against the tyranny which now appears remote in America but which historically has proven 

to be always possible." 

~ Hubert H. Humphrey 
 

 
Changes In “Our, the American People’s” governmental system brought on by Election 2024 winners have 

barely begun.  Changes taking place are prompting Election 2024 losing legislative candidates and allies to go 

after those now in legislative power with guns blazing.  Congressional figures like Senator Bernie Sanders and 

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (AOC) are full steam ahead. 

 

"[I]t is true that [the provisions of the Bill of Rights] were designed to meet ancient evils. But they are 

the same kind of human evils that have emerged from century to century whenever excessive power is 

sought by the few at the expense of the many." 

~ Hugo Black 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People” can expect political heavy hitters such as Sanders and Cortez to keep pressure on 

their fellow democrats to accept responsibility for their Election 2024 losses, and devote their energy to making 

their message resonate with prospective Election 2026 voters.  Message emphasized by Sanders, AOC, and 

fellow loyalists is fair share taxation, wealth redistribution, et al. 

 

"Liberty is the possibility of doubting, the possibility of making a mistake, the possibility of searching 

and experimenting, the possibility of saying "No" to any authority -- literary, artistic, philosophic, 

religious, social and even political." 

~ Ignazio Silone 
 

 
Senator Sanders Has Been Decrying election campaign financing by, in his view, big money causing both 

major parties to be, essentially, corrupt and beholding to donors.  AOC stresses how everyone must have an 

equal share in America’s prosperous bounty.  Going after anyone with comparatively substantial wealth is typical 

of politicians-legislators who claim to be looking out for working people. 

 



"Freedom is independence of the compulsory will of another, and in so far as it tends to exist with the 

freedom of all according to a universal law, it is the one sole original inborn right belonging to every 

man in virtue of his humanity." 

~ Immanuel Kant 
 

 
Government Perpetuates Itself By Confiscating property (wealth) and restricting choice (Liberty). 

Disproportionately taxing America’s wealth is as common a tactic as any.  It would be smart for “Us, the 

American People” to bear in mind taxation saps wealth.  Wealth is government’s sole thing to tax. Wealthy 

people’s property can only be confiscated when it exists.  Taxes dwindle if wealth declines. 

 

"The bad thing of war is, that it makes more evil people than it can take away." 

~ Immanuel Kant 
 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free 

markets. 
 

"Throughout forty centuries of human experience, price controls at their best have always been a 

miserable failure. At their worst, they have led to famine and bloodshed - to defeat and to disaster." 



~ Irving Olds 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
 



 

  
 

People Committed To Livi In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations or subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They keep 

government from meddling in employer-employee affairs. 
 

 

"The politicians don’t just want your money. They want your soul. They want you to be worn down by 

taxes until you are dependent and helpless." 

~ James Dale Davidson 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0422 – Make Policies Affecting Finance 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"If you want irresponsible politicians to spend less, you must give them less to spend." 



~ Irwin Schiff 
Tuesday, 

April 15th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"If I have seen farther than others, it is because I was standing on the shoulders of giants." 

~ Isaac Newton 
 

 
“We, the American People,” if we’re expecting financial experts to serve up foolproof strategies for getting 

through financial uncertainty we’re told is linked to President Donald J. Trump’s tariff (trade tax) policy, are 

certain fools.  Financial expert stock market recommendations, as referred to Dow Jobes Industrial Stock 

Average (DJIA) vary from cut-losses-and-run to stay-your-course/buy-now-and hold. 

 

"I regret to say that we of the FBI are powerless to act in cases of oral-genital intimacy, unless it has in 

some way obstructed interstate commerce." 

~ J. Edgar Hoover 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
Financial Planners, Regardless whether they be strictly advisors, or, offer investment option, do not, as a near 

inviolable rule, tell clients to base future return-on-investment (ROI) expectations on past performance.   Those 

same financial planners, typically, will refer “Us, the American People” to consider market performance history 

when looking at potential ROI on present investment options. 

 

"When democratic governments create economic calamity, free markets get the blame." 

~ Jack Kemp 
 



 
There Is, Much To Common Hope, no such thing as a sure investment, meaning, an investment bound to meet 

“Our, the American People’s” hopes for absolute financial security.  We can get smart on how money works.  

We can be all but certain money goes where money grows.  We can never be certain how our legislators, judges, 

and government chief executives will make policies affecting finance. 

 

"If you are not free to choose wrongly and irresponsibly, you are not free at all." 

~ Jacob Hornberger 
 



 
Common Sense And Financial History attest to some fundamental rules helping us when making financial 

investment decisions.  Never investment money we can’t afford to lose.  Never touch an investment interest-

bearing principal.  Don’t expect an investment performance without knowing how an investment is affected by 

things beyond our control – weather, volatile politics, buyer impulse. 

 

"The cult of the omnipotent state has millions of followers in the United States." 

~ Jacob Hornberger 
 



 
People Looking To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss and replace them summarily. 
 

"The greatest threat to our freedom and well-being lies with our own government!" 

~ Jacob Hornberger 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 



Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0421 – Out For Working People 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Every government is run by liars and nothing they say should be believed." 

~ I.F. Stone 
Tuesday, 

April 15th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"The right of citizens to bear arms is just one guarantee against arbitrary government, one more 

safeguard against the tyranny which now appears remote in America but which historically has proven 

to be always possible." 

~ Hubert H. Humphrey 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Changes In “Our, the American People’s” governmental system brought on by Election 2024 winners have 

barely begun.  Changes taking place are prompting Election 2024 losing legislative candidates and allies to go 

after those now in legislative power with guns blazing.  Congressional figures like Senator Bernie Sanders and 

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (AOC) are full steam ahead. 

 

"[I]t is true that [the provisions of the Bill of Rights] were designed to meet ancient evils. But they are 

the same kind of human evils that have emerged from century to century whenever excessive power is 

sought by the few at the expense of the many." 

~ Hugo Black 
 

 
“We, the American People” can expect political heavy hitters such as Sanders and Cortez to keep pressure on 

their fellow democrats to accept responsibility for their Election 2024 losses, and devote their energy to making 

their message resonate with prospective Election 2026 voters.  Message emphasized by Sanders, AOC, and 

fellow loyalists is fair share taxation, wealth redistribution, et al. 

 

"Liberty is the possibility of doubting, the possibility of making a mistake, the possibility of searching 

and experimenting, the possibility of saying "No" to any authority -- literary, artistic, philosophic, 

religious, social and even political." 

~ Ignazio Silone 
 



 
Senator Sanders Has Been Decrying election campaign financing by, in his view, big money causing both 

major parties to be, essentially, corrupt and beholding to donors.  AOC stresses how everyone must have an 

equal share in America’s prosperous bounty.  Going after anyone with comparatively substantial wealth is typical 

of politicians-legislators who claim to be looking out for working people. 

 

"Freedom is independence of the compulsory will of another, and in so far as it tends to exist with the 

freedom of all according to a universal law, it is the one sole original inborn right belonging to every 

man in virtue of his humanity." 

~ Immanuel Kant 
 

 
Government Perpetuates Itself By Confiscating property (wealth) and restricting choice (Liberty). 

Disproportionately taxing America’s wealth is as common a tactic as any.  It would be smart for “Us, the 

American People” to bear in mind taxation saps wealth.  Wealth is government’s sole thing to tax. Wealthy 

people’s property can only be confiscated when it exists.  Taxes dwindle if wealth declines. 

 

"The bad thing of war is, that it makes more evil people than it can take away." 

~ Immanuel Kant 
 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free 

markets. 
 

"Throughout forty centuries of human experience, price controls at their best have always been a 

miserable failure. At their worst, they have led to famine and bloodshed - to defeat and to disaster." 

~ Irving Olds 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  



 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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