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PI2025 #0436 – To Be In Jeopardy 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Whatever crushes individuality is despotism." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
Friday, 

April 188h, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"The only part of the conduct of anyone for which he is amenable to society is that which concerns 

others. In the part which merely concerns himself, his independence is, of right, absolute. Over himself, 

over his own body and mind, the individual is sovereign." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
 

 
“We, the American People” would do well to ignore politically-motivated comments on tariffs (trade 

taxes) made by politicians, legislators, advocacy groups or individuals, and self-proclaimed experts.  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


We’ll be better prepared to decide if tariffs (trade taxes) serve better interests of people who have no 

positional authority to levy tariffs (trade taxes). Several Internet tariff (trade tax) references pertain.  
 

"If all mankind minus one, were of one opinion, and only one person were of the contrary opinion, 

mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the power, would 

be justified in silencing mankind." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
 

 
Tariffs (Trade Taxes) Function variously in affecting people who must cope with results brought on 

by tariffs (trade taxes).  Depending on reference referenced, tariffs (trade taxes bring about any of 

numerous results.  These include: (1) regulating imports; (2) slowed innovation, decreased efficiency; 

(3) declining imports; (4) more attractive domestic items; (5) creating political or diplomatic tension.  

 

"To tax the larger incomes at a higher percentage than the smaller, is to lay a tax on industry and 

economy; to impose a penalty on people for having worked harder and saved more than their 

neighbors." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
 



 
Other Tariff (Trade Tax) Effects are (1) increased government income; (2) leveraging international 

negotiations, (3) international retaliation; (4) guarding business; (5) trade and welfare alteration;  Tariffs (trade 

taxes), no matter how they are described. Characterized, or justified, are, first and foremost, taxes.  All taxes are 

paid, directly or indirectly, by consumers, regardless how convoluted money trails. 

 

"The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in our way, so long as 

we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede their efforts to obtain it." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
 

 
If Any Harm Emerges By Governments imposing tariffs (trade taxes), such harm is to be placed at government’s 

feet.  It is more than possible for “Us, the American People” to minimize harmful tariff (trade tax) effects.  We, 

as a sovereign citizenry, can force government to assure there are no tariffs (trade taxes) in place causing our 

socio-economic state to be in jeopardy.  We can have final say. 

 

"Whatever crushes individuality is despotism, no matter what name it is called." 

~ John Stuart Mill 



 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss and replace them summarily. 
 

"A general State education is a mere contrivance for molding people to be exactly like one another; 

and as the mold in which it casts them is that which pleases the dominant power in the government, 

whether this be a monarch, an aristocracy, or a majority of the existing generation; in proportion as it 

is efficient and successful, it establishes a despotism over the mind, leading by a natural tendency to 

one over the body." 

~ John Stuart Mill 
 

 
 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 



“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0435 – Expansion Would Be Evidence  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"I am unable to accept the idea that I should be an obedient subject of a gang of corrupt, unprincipled 

thugs who pontificate about freedom while enslaving the population." 

~ John Pugsley  
Friday, 

April 188h, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 
 

 

God bless all forwarders.  D 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"The laws of man may bind him in chains or may put him to death, but they never can make him wise, 

virtuous, or happy." 

~ John Quincy Adams 
 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” Congressional Senate legislator Chuck Grassley was confronted by angry town 

hall meeting attendees demanding Senator Grassley take action on President Donald J. Trump’s refusal to 

comply with a court order to have a migrant deported in error returned.  Media referenced meeting participants 

who challenged Grassley on defying court orders.  Grassley countered. 



 

"Democracy encourages the majority to decide things about which the majority is blissfully ignorant." 

~ John Simon 
 

  
 

  
 

Senator Grassley, When Called on to do something about President Donald J. Trump’s court order refusal, 

noted Congress had no power to act on court behalf and force Trump administration to comply.  Town Hall 

Meeting crowd was also irate about President Adonald J.’s tariffs (trade taxes) and his action in firing federal 

workers.   Scant political unrest respite for “Us, the American People” near term 

 

"Enemies are necessary for the wheels of the U.S. military machine to turn." 



~ John Stockwell 
 

    
 

  
 

Related Media reports On Erroneous deportation indicate President Donald J. Trump administration has 

evidence deported individual was involved in human trafficking, and was an MS-13 gang member. Related 

media reports indicate NISSAN auto manufacturer plans U.S. plant expansions.  NISSAN expansion would be 

evidence President Donald J. tariffs (trade taxes) are working, to some degree. 

 

"Patrick Henry did not say, 'Give me absolute safety or give me death'." 

~ John Stossel 
 

   



 

  
 

Apart From Dismissed Federal workers upset over being dismissed, there have been no reports Americans are, 

in fact, losing their Social Security coverage due federal worker reductions.  Social Security is an entitlement 

program; payments by employee/employer are mandatory.  How someone might be able to prepare for their 

future investing their social security equivalent sums is uncertain. 

 

"The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in our own way, so long 

as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede their efforts to obtain it." 

~ John Stuart Mill 



 

  
 

   
 

People Proposing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold fiscal 

responsibility, limited government, and free markets. 
 

"A State which dwarfs its men, in order that they may be more docile instruments in its hands -- even 

for beneficial purposes -- will find that with small men no great thing can really be accomplished." 

~ John Stuart Mill 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 



Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0434 – Why It Was Fired 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"The people cannot delegate to government the power to do anything which would be unlawful for 

them to do themselves." 

~ John Locke 
Friday, 

April 188h, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"Every man has a property in his own person. This nobody has any right to but himself. The labor of 

his body and the work of his hands are properly his." 

~ John Locke 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” media are carrying survey results indicating a substantial number of Americans 

queried believe it would be justified for President Donald J. Trump and Department Of Government Efficiency 

(DOGE) Head, Elon Misk, to be assassinated.  How such an attitude makes those who think so different than 

those who would behead those who disagree is beyond bizarre.  

 

"The power to tax involves the power to destroy;...the power to destroy may defeat and render useless 

the power to create...." 

~ John Marshall 
 



 
Given ‘Assassination-Is-OK’ Survey is accurate, “We, the American People” are far from safe and secure in 

America, a place where freedom from coercion is supposed to be a societal pillar. Human psyche students might 

have some insight into how one person would consider exterminating another person to be rational.  Setting 

morality aside, people have been killing people since people showed up. 

 

"No nation ancient or modern ever lost the liberty of freely speaking, writing, or publishing their 

sentiments, but forthwith lost their liberty in general and became slaves." 

~ John P. Zenger 
 

 
Millions Of People Have Lost Their lives to wars. Wars are conducted, arguably, for one reason. To do away 

with people standing in way of other people, namely, governments, getting something they want.  Granted, not 

all warring governments are aggressors.  Nonetheless, people living under warring governments are not safe 

from weaponry.  No bullet ever cared who it struck, or why it was fired. 

 

"No nation, ancient or modern, ever lost the liberty of speaking freely, writing, or publishing their 

sentiments, but forthwith lost their liberty in general and became slaves." 



~ John Peter Zenger 
 

 
For “Us, the American People” to know we live in a society where fellow citizens are ready to do us in if we 

prompt their dislike to sufficient intensity is cause to pause. It would be reason enough for someone like an Elon 

Musk to step away from DOGE, or, for anyone inclined toward having lawful power to look twice before 

venturing outside.  No number of guardians guarding guardians would do. 

 

"It is the common fate of the indolent to see their rights become prey to the active. The conditions upon 

which God hath given liberty to man is eternal vigilance; which condition if he break, servitude is at 

once the consequence of his crime...." 

~ John Philpot Curran 
 

 
People Longing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into contracts with collective bargaining units.  They preclude 

government from eroding their assets through property confiscation. 
 

"Pugsley's First Law of Government: All government programs accomplish the opposite of what they 

are designed to achieve." 

~ John Pugsley 
 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0433 – It Is Our Task  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Any doctrine that weakens personal responsibility for judgment and for action helps create the 

attitudes that welcome and support the totalitarian state." 

~ John Dewey 
Friday, 

April 188h, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 



U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"Individuality is freedom lived." 

~ John Dos Passos 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media runs course of no day without myriad stories of uncertainty over how 

America’s legislators, judges, and chief government executives are tampering with our way of life by finding 

new ways, or changing existing ways, to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty. Media articles 

on how Congressional legislators propose Social Security changes is one. 

 

"We are not afraid to entrust the American people with unpleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and 

competitive values. For a nation that is afraid to let its people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is 

a nation that is afraid of its people." 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Other Media Articles Tell “Us, the American People” how Congressional GOP legislators are bickering over a 

budget proposal seen as making it more difficult for President Donald J. Trump to advance his MAGA vision 

for America. Government’s selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislative, taxation, and regulatory 

(SADLT&R) way of doing business keeps our socio-economic affairs unpredictable. 

 

"Every time that we try to lift a problem from our own shoulders, and shift that problem to the hands of the 

government, to the same extent we are sacrificing the liberties of our people." 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 

 
“We, the American People” do not have to settle for our government officials making their personal attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  Nor, can we depend on America’s commonwealth, federal 

(IU.S./National), and state Constitutions to keep legislator, judge, or chief executive from weaving their PAVB 

into SADLT&R controlling our lives. We’re a sovereign citizenry. 

 

"O freedom, first delight of human kind!" 

~ John Dryden 

 



 
Nothing In America’s Varied Constitutions accords government supremacy over sovereign citizenry. 

Nonetheless, legislator, magistrate, and chief executive act as though supremacy over us, a sovereign citizenry, 

is their prerogative.  Government might take us to task by proclaiming law on government side.  If Liberty be 

our destiny, it is our task to rein in PAVB-driven government under public will. 

 

"Truth: the most deadly weapon ever discovered by humanity. Capable of destroying entire perceptual sets, 

cultures, and realities. Outlawed by all governments everywhere. Possession is normally punishable by death.” 

~ John Gilmore 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility for public debt 

for reasons other than to defend these United States.  They forbid government from putting them at financial 

risk. 
 

"Don't do drugs because if you do drugs you'll go to prison, and drugs are really expensive in prison." 

~ John Hardwick 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0433 – It Is Our Task  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Any doctrine that weakens personal responsibility for judgment and for action helps create the 

attitudes that welcome and support the totalitarian state." 

~ John Dewey 
Friday, 

April 188h, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,243,799,678,131. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,756 ///   Debt as % of 



GDP  139.68%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,690,147,300,203. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"Individuality is freedom lived." 

~ John Dos Passos 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media runs course of no day without myriad stories of uncertainty over how 

America’s legislators, judges, and chief government executives are tampering with our way of life by finding 

new ways, or changing existing ways, to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty. Media articles 

on how Congressional legislators propose Social Security changes is one. 

 

"We are not afraid to entrust the American people with unpleasant facts, foreign ideas, alien philosophies, and 

competitive values. For a nation that is afraid to let its people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is 

a nation that is afraid of its people." 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 

 
Other Media Articles Tell “Us, the American People” how Congressional GOP legislators are bickering over a 

budget proposal seen as making it more difficult for President Donald J. Trump to advance his MAGA vision 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


for America. Government’s selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislative, taxation, and regulatory 

(SADLT&R) way of doing business keeps our socio-economic affairs unpredictable. 

 

"Every time that we try to lift a problem from our own shoulders, and shift that problem to the hands of the 

government, to the same extent we are sacrificing the liberties of our people." 

~ John F. Kennedy 

 

 
“We, the American People” do not have to settle for our government officials making their personal attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  Nor, can we depend on America’s commonwealth, federal 

(IU.S./National), and state Constitutions to keep legislator, judge, or chief executive from weaving their PAVB 

into SADLT&R controlling our lives. We’re a sovereign citizenry. 

 

"O freedom, first delight of human kind!" 

~ John Dryden 

 

 
Nothing In America’s Varied Constitutions accords government supremacy over sovereign citizenry. 

Nonetheless, legislator, magistrate, and chief executive act as though supremacy over us, a sovereign citizenry, 



is their prerogative.  Government might take us to task by proclaiming law on government side.  If Liberty be 

our destiny, it is our task to rein in PAVB-driven government under public will. 

 

"Truth: the most deadly weapon ever discovered by humanity. Capable of destroying entire perceptual sets, 

cultures, and realities. Outlawed by all governments everywhere. Possession is normally punishable by death.” 

~ John Gilmore 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility for public debt 

for reasons other than to defend these United States.  They forbid government from putting them at financial 

risk. 
 

"Don't do drugs because if you do drugs you'll go to prison, and drugs are really expensive in prison." 

~ John Hardwick 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 



~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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