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PI2026 #0260 – But Necessary For Freedom 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“However insignificant the minority, and however trifling the proposed trespass against their rights, no 

such trespass is permissible.” 

~ Herbert Spencer  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Tuesday, 

April 21st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,982,317,122,151. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,333,017,001,101. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,899. 

 

“The highwayman takes solely upon himself the responsibility, danger, and crime of his own act.” 

~ Lysander Spooner 

 

 
Iranian Deaths Attributed To American/Israeli-Iranian 2026 armed conflict are, AI accurate, upwards 

of 3,600.  Combined American/Israeli casualty estimates are less than twenty. Numbers 

overwhelmingly favoring American/Israeli side. It is arguable one lost life is too may.  Governments, 

though, “Our, the American People’s” included, rationalize lost lives tragic, but necessary for freedom. 

 

If I were a Brazilian without land or money or the means to feed my children, I would be burning the 

rain forest too.” 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


~ Sting 

 

 
“We, the American People,” along with people taking sides against Iran in American/Israeli Iranian 

2026 conflict, would be consummate fools to think Iran – Muslims world around – are going to forgive 

and forget damage done in American/Israeli Iranian 2026 war-making.  Would be no surprise retribution 

planning is underway, even now, with passionate intensity aimed at exacting well over a pound of flesh. 

 

“I favor free trade in drugs for the same reason the Founding Fathers favored free trade in ideas: in a 

free society it is none of the government’s business what ideas a man puts into his mind; likewise, it 

should be none of its business what drugs he puts into his body.” 

~ Thomas Szasz 

 



 
Christianity Is Planet Earth’s largest religion, followed by Islam.  Together they account for some 6.2 

billion congregants. More than half of Earth’s population. It would be folloy for “Us, the American 

People” to think or expect there will not be sizable numbers of Earth’s 2 billion-odd Muslims who will 

not finds it in their heart of hearts Islam was unduly made to suffer by American/Israeli weaponry. 

 

“That government is best which governs least.” 

~ Henry David Thoreau 

 



 
We Can Expect Sometime In Not Too Many distant years Americans, Israelis, and other people 

Muslims hold in account for suffering visited on Iran by American/Israeli-Iran 2026 conflict will be 

attacked on some level.  Stopping Iran from having nuclear capabilities will not stop Iran – any country 

– from deciding it has as much right as any to have nuclear capability or anything it is able to come by.  

 

“In the beginning of a change, the Patriot is a scarce man and brave, hated and scorned. When his cause 

succeeds however, the timid join him, for then it costs nothing to be a Patriot.” 

~ Mark Twain 

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into defined-benefit contracts with collective bargaining units.  They 

forbid government from eroding their property rights. 
 

“I love my country far too much to be a nationalist.” 

~ Unknown  
 

 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 



Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0259 – Voting Must Be Banned 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“I am convinced that we can do to guns what we’ve done to drugs: create a multi-billion dollar 

underground market over which we have absolutely no control.” 

~ George L. Roman 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Tuesday, 

April 21st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,982,317,122,151. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,333,017,001,101. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,899. 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
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“The old parties are husks, with no real soul within either, divided on artificial lines, boss-ridden and 

privilege-controlled, each a jumble of incongruous elements, and neither daring to speak out wisely 

and fearlessly on what should be said on the vital issues of the day.” 

~ Theodore Roosevelt 

 

  
 



   
 

“We, the American People” are moving closer to electing America’s presidents by popular vote.  If 

and when we do, America’s esteemed and controversial Electoral College (EC) will be a footnote in 

history.  There is a strong argument for electing America’s presidents by popular vote, rather than 

having EC delegates decide if there has been election fairness manifested by other than popular vote. 

 

“Laws do not persuade just because they threaten.” 

~ Seneca 

 

  



 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” one person, one vote idea has been around long enough to be 

institutionalized.  One person, one vote idea is even a matter of Supreme Court of the United States 

(SCOTUS) affirmation.  Constitutionality is subject to change based on how America’s sovereign 

citizenry decides if Constitutionality, as expressed by writers, applies to Americans and their consent. 

 

“Armed people are free.” 

~ L. Neil Smith  

 

  



 

   
 

Media Coverage Notes Two 21st century presidents were elected by EC vote after having lost electorate 

popular vote.  Would be reasonable to say EC system affords some voters more than one vote by 

overruling popular vote.  It must not be a serious concern to “Us, the American People,” or we would 

force EC dissolution in favor of strict adherence to one person, one vote idea.  Mist not be serious. 

 

“Let him who would move the world, first move himself.” 

~ Socrates  

 

  
 



   
 

America’s Commonwealth, Federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions are statements of ideas, 

not laws.  Exceptions are notions of supremacy and treason.  Even those notions are subordinate to 

public will – if a sovereign citizenry or SCOTUS means anything.  Two-term presidents can be more 

than two-term presidents if voted so by “Us, the American People.”  Or, write-in voting must be banned. 

 

“What is ominous is the ease with which some people go from saying that they don’t like something to 

saying that the government should forbid it.” 

~ Thomas Sowell 



 

   
 

  
 

People Daring To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss remiss elected officials without hesitation. 
 

“The only tyrant I accept in this world is the still voice within.” 

~ Mohandas Gandhi 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 



• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0258 – (BA) The American Crisis – Part 2 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Tuesday, 

April 21st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,982,317,122,151. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,333,017,001,101. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,899. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (The American Crisis – Part 2) below.   

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com


AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

The American Crisis – Part 2 

TYRANNY! 

BETH ANN  

 

APR 17 
    

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

READ IN APP  

   

  

4-17-2026 

(The American Crisis by Thomas Paine, December 23, 1776) 

Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with 

us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we 

obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every 

thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and 

it would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not 

be highly rated. Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, has declared 

that she has a right (not only to TAX) but “to BIND us in ALL CASES 

WHATSOEVER” and if being bound in that manner, is not slavery, then is 

there not such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the expression is 

impious; for so unlimited a power can belong only to God. 

Upgrade to paid 

(The American Crisis Continues by Beth Ann) 

Tyranny! It always exists in the hearts of evil men and women, therefore, is 

tyranny ever truly conquered? We were once oppressed by the king of Britain, 

but we are now oppressed by our own elected officials. We did not heed the 
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warnings of President George Washington as he explained the problems of 

strong political parties: 

“However [political parties] may now and then answer popular ends, they 

are likely in the course of time and things, to become potent engines, by 

which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert 

the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of 

government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them 

to unjust dominion.” George Washinton’s Farewell Address | Saturday, 

September 17, 1796 

As we watch in horror, the battles that rage between the two political parties in 

America, we can see the wisdom of his statement. The Democrat Party will do 

anything for power; they will practice cruelty, they will assassinate those they 

disagree with, they will obstruct a duly elected President. It seems the 

Republican Party will shrink and step aside as their opposing party inflicts chaos 

and violence upon Americans. Both parties, however, will abuse our tax dollars, 

obstruct justice, and then legislate social programs promoted as assistance, 

but exist only for the purpose to control. 

We no longer have a king to tax us into oblivion, we have a Congress. It is this 

same Congress who established a large bureaucracy, whose purpose is not to 

make our lives better, but to manipulate, restrict and regulate We the People at 

every turn. 

Congress has managed to put our nation in an unsustainable debt of over $33 

trillion. Is that not slavery? Is that not tyranny? 

Again I refer to the words of Thomas Paine… 

…tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only to TAX) but “to BIND us 

in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER” and if being bound in that manner, is not 

slavery, then is there not such a thing as slavery upon earth… 



Upgrade to paid 

Tyranny is a vicious enemy; limitless with its tactics to subdue a people and 

conquer their land. Tyranny is cunning and deceitful, never hiding its face just its 

intentions. Disguised as a do-gooder, Tyranny preys on our emotions and uses 

our own system of governance against us. Tyranny changes the rules, amends 

the contract, ignores the rule of law, spreads falsehoods, and sows discord 

among the people. 

The American Crisis Continues… 

Bring America Home© 

Read the previous article here. 
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Listen to today’s podcast: Podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Loving Liberty Network 

Range Magazine 

Power the Future 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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PI2026 #0257 – Show Not Such Will 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“I may not agree with what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.” 

~ Voltaire 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Tuesday, 

April 21st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,982,317,122,151. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$116,251 ///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. 
///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,333,017,001,101. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,899. 

 

“If even one new drug of the stature of penicillin or digitalis has been unjustifiably banished to a 

company’s back shelf because of exceedingly stringent regulatory requirements, that event will have 

harmed more people than all the toxicity that has occurred in the history of modern drug development.” 

~ William Wardell 

 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


Media Coverage Not Distraction, Misinformation, disinformation, or fake news, 60% of “Us, the 

American People” are of a mind taxes are too high.  Main reasons include: (1) Taxes become policy 

enforcement tools; (2) How government defines income; (3) cost to prepare and file returns; (4) 

Withholding hides government spending.  Agreement on tax cost has not moved us to force tax reform. 

 

“It rankles me when somebody tries to force somebody to do something.” 

~ John Wayne 

 

 
“We, the American People,” if we decide AI knows why people are taxed, will be fed myriad reasons 

justifying taxation.  Distilled, reasons for taxing people amount to government’s legal authority to tax 

people and  power to collect taxes. AI includes reasons for taxing people necessity for funding 

government services.  We, a sovereign citizenry, have not made government exclude needless spending. 

 

“The supreme power in America cannot enforce unjust laws by the sword; because the whole body of 

people are armed, and constitute a force superior to any body of regular troops that can be, on any 

pretense, raised in the United States.” 

~ Noah Webster 

 

 



 
It Is Safe To Say “Our, the American People’s” government will be forever alert to capitalize on novel 

ideas for getting hold of people’s property (wealth).  Selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, 

taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R) allows government to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict 

choice (Liberty) as government sees fit.  Our reluctance (shown by our behavior) chokes alteration. 

 

“Only in a police state is the job of a policeman easy.” 

~ Orson Welles 

 

 
All Taxes Tax (Deplete) Wealth.  Wealth is created, mainly, by profit from sales. All taxes are paid, 

directly or indirectly, from income.  Income is produced, directly or indirectly, by sales.  We could, 

were we willing, do away with all SADLT&R taxes save taxes on commerce approved by local voters 

and applied to local sales.  No other taxes, bona fide emergencies withstanding. We show not such will. 

 

“The compelling issue to both conservatives and liberals is not whether it is legitimate for government 

to confiscate one’s property to give to another, the debate is over the disposition of the pillage.” 

~ Walter Williams 

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their heritage to use their property as they see fit. 
 

“Spying on your neighbors is invasion of privacy, unless you work for the FBI; then it’s National 

Security. Running a whorehouse makes you a pimp and poisoning people makes you a murderer, unless 

you work for the CIA; then it’s counter-intelligence.” 

~ Robert Anton Wilson 

 

 
 



Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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