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PI2026 #0284 – Know All But Nothing  

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Any story sounds true until someone tells the other side and sets the record straight.” 

~ Proverbs 18:17  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

May 1st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

 
“The worst forms of tyranny, or certainly the most successful ones, are not those we rail against but 

those that so insinuate themselves into the imagery of our consciousness, and the fabric of our lives, as 

not to be perceived as tyranny.” 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


~ Michael Parenti  

 

 

 
It Would Be An Understatement to say politicians not anxious to defend their positions make use of 

incendiary invective to quiet people calling on them to defend their positions.  Some are hostile enough 

to call people who question them stupid, and they who are stupid should not have temerity to ask said 

politicians any questions. Media report a Midwest Congressional Rep. referred to WWII as WW eleven. 

 

“The Revolution will be complete when the language is perfect.” 

~ George Orwell 

 



 
“We, the American People,” oddly enough, manage to elect politicians who appear to know all but 

nothing when they lecture pothers.  Why we elect such politicians is vague, at least from AI’s point of 

view.  AI has it there are several factors contributing to how it is we may not be fully represented by 

those who have power to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty).  No doubt.  None. 

 

“For the totalitarian mind, adherence to state propaganda does not suffice: one must display proper 

enthusiasm while marching in the parade.” 

~ Noam Chomsky  

 

 
If “Our, the American People’s” government representatives do not fulfil their Constitutional 

obligations, we are fools to allow them to remain in office. Elected officials are not guaranteed one 

second in office.  We, regardless their elected status, can decide we’ve made a mistake by electing 

them, and reopen election(s) to correct our mistake.  At our pleasure, do they serve.  At our pleasure. 

 

“Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one un-

American act that could most easily defeat us all.” 

~ William O. Douglas  

 



 
It Would Be Smart for “Us, the American People,” if we expect competence and integrity from our 

elected officials, to settle for nothing less than total transparency and verifiable accuracy from those 

we empower to conduct our public affairs.  We will, for certain, not get transparency and verifiable 

accuracy if we do not nail those office holders who presume to act as though we are their servants. 

 

“War is peace; freedom is slavery; ignorance is strength.” 

~ George Orwell  

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“An editor is one who separates the wheat from the chaff and prints the chaff.” 

~ Adlai Stevenson  

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0283 – One Way Or Other 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


“It takes time to ruin a world, but time is all it takes.” 

~ Bernard DeFoutenelle  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

May 1st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

“People never believe in volcanoes until the lava actually overtakes them.” 

~ George Santayana  

 

 
There Is Media Word Some Congressional House democrats have introduced a bill to make “Our, the 

American People’s” federal minimum wage $25/hour.  Bill sponsors point to familiar reasons of too 

little pay to pay bills, and inflationary increases.  Media coverage gives bill a slim passage chance 

whilst Congressional House is under GOP majority.  Safe to say when pay goes up, somebody pays. 

 

“After you’ve heard two eyewitness accounts of an auto accident, it makes you wonder about history.” 

~ Bits & Pieces  

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
There Is No Free Lunch.  Unless “We, the American People” happen to be among those who are 

heavily subsidized by government (public/taxpayer) funded projects or programs.   One way or other, 

costs to make Golden Arches wares available at drive-thru lanes is paid for by Golden Arches shoppers.  

Golden Arches owners either pay for GoldenArches products and services, or, find other lines of work. 

 

“A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday does not know where it is today.” 

~ Robert E. Lee  

 

 
Those of “Us, the American People” who take time to query America’s trusty AI data banks in AI data 

centers are apt to find AI minimum wage data indicates modest minimum wage increases cause slight 

retail price increases.  Such being so, one could theorize indefinite minimum wage increases would not 

put a stranglehold on people’s inclination to avail themselves of Golden Arches products as they like. 



 

“In reality, however, a non-political governmental institution is as likely as a barking cat.” 

~ Thomas J. DiLorenzo  

 

 
Intuitive Reasoning Leads One To Conclude money does not grow on trees.  This, despite one can 

pick apples and sell picked apples for money.  People in apple business know sold apples have to 

command sufficiently high prices to buy Golden Arches products, including Golden Arches apple pies. 

Safe to say minimum wage increase acceptability can be measured by concurrent Golden Arches sales. 

 

“I do not deny the allegation, I deny the allegator.” 

~ Jesse Jackson  

 



 
People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“Those who take the most from the table, teach contentment. Those for whom the taxes are destined, 

demand sacrifice. Those who eat their fill, speak to the hungry, of wonderful times to come. Those who 

lead the country into the abyss, call ruling difficult, for ordinary folk.” 

~ Bertolt Brecht  

 

 
 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 



~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0282 – (BA) A Crisis That Creates a Panic Is the Best Way to Control and Manipulate a 

People 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Friday, 

May 1st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (A Crisis That Creates a Panic Is the Best Way to 

Control and Manipulate a People) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

A Crisis That Creates a Panic Is the 

Best Way to Control and Manipulate 

a People 

The American Crisis - Part 5 

BETH ANN  

 

APR 27 
    

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

READ IN APP  

   

  

4-27-2026 (link to part 1) (link to part 2) (link to part 3) (link to part 4) 

(The American Crisis by Thomas Paine, December 23, 1776) 

‘Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run through a country. 

All nations and ages have been subject to them. Britain has trembled like an 

ague at the report of a French fleet of flat-bottomed boats; and in the fourteenth 

[fifteenth] century the whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of France, 

was driven back like men petrified with fear; and this brave exploit was 

performed by a few broken forces collected and headed by a woman, Joan of 

Arc. Would that heaven might inspire some Jersey maid to spirit up her 

countrymen, and save her fair fellow sufferers from ravage and ravishment! Yet 

panics, in some cases, have their uses; they produce as much good as hurt. 

Their duration is always short; the mind soon grows through them, and acquires 

a firmer habit than before. But their peculiar advantage is, that they are the 
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touchstones of sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which 

might otherwise have lain forever undiscovered. In fact, they have the same 

effect on secret traitors, which an imaginary apparition would have upon a 

private murderer. They sift out the hidden thoughts of man, and hold them up in 

public to the world. Many a disguised Tory has lately shown his head, that shall 

penitentially solemnize with curses the day on which Howe arrived upon the 

Delaware. 

Upgrade to paid 

(The American Crisis Continues by Beth Ann) 

A crisis that creates a panic is the best way to control and manipulate a 

people. 

Upon reading this portion of Thomas Paine’s, The American Crisis, I gasped at 

its relevance today. While we are not yet in such a military conflict, the 

observations of human reactions by Paine are evident in our situation, as the 

American Crisis Continues. 

It would seem that America is lacking in a Joan of Arc or Jersey Maid that is 

capable or willing to spirit her countrymen for the sake of Liberty. 

It was surprising to see how rapidly a panic ran through this country and the 

world with the pandemic of 2020. All nations and ages have been subject to 

them. Australia trembled like an ague at the prospect of a virus on their land. 

Spain was hit hard and fast with great spreading of the virus. France trembled 

and yet they were already under great fear with the influx of immigrants and 

violence in their streets. 

The world powers were stopped in their tracks as they began to react and 

overreact to the pandemic. 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.9vEogtwD9k49Np_wAtr_W1y5pPVw5Ch_bjPLz92XKhE?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=195673576
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It is surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run through a 

country. How quickly were our personal vulnerabilities revealed to us in 

America…We seemed completely incapable of self-governance. 

Deceptions and Crises seem to benefit the Democrat Party, as they will claim an 

existential threat and call for more regulations, more restrictions on the lives of 

Americans, and push people out of their jobs, off their property, and into the 

poor house. The Constitution of the United States seems to be of little or no 

deterrence for their tyranny. 

“You never want a serious crisis to go to waste. And what I mean by that is 

an opportunity to do things that you think you could not do before.” ―Rahm 

Emanuel, former democrat Mayor of Chicago. 

The year of the pandemic, 2020 which was also the year of a presidential 

election, revealed a great deal to the American people. We felt the sting of 

tyranny, and we felt disappointment in the tyranny of an election stolen. 

So many crises, so little Liberty~ When you’re dealing with tyrants in 

leadership. 

Oh that America would raise up a modern-day Joan of Arc! I have seen none 

brave enough or wise enough to boldly lead this nation. 

The pandemic proved to many American patriots that we have a serious 

problem; dependence on other nations, which is not “Independence.” 

If we have learned anything from the “tyranny” of the pandemic era in America, 

it is that a nation, which is divided, will soon fall and their freedom will die. The 

opposite of this pessimistic but true statement is the assurance that a nation, in 

which We the People are united, will thrive. 

Let this recent past be our clarion call; unite, American patriots and… 



Bring America Home© 

Upgrade to paid 

Since I wrote this commentary sharing my opinion of today’s modern American 

Crisis in comparison to Thomas Paine’s “The American Crisis,” there has been 

another attempted assassination of our President, Donald J. Trump. The 

intentions of the assassin, according to his manifesto, was to assassinate not 

only the President, but the Vice President and numerous members of the 

President’s cabinet. 

The fact that our nation is so divided, is an American Crisis! 

We are in a civil war in this nation, but only one side is shooting. Marxism defines 

the Democrat Party. You need to know and understand that Marxists rule by 

intimidation and violence; there is very little difference between the current 

Democrat Party and those of radical Islam who believe they should kill any who 

disagree with their political views. Rule by force is the way of every Marxist. They 

need the people to be afraid; fear of where their next meal is coming from, and 

fear for their very lives. 

This recent attempted assassination at the White House Correspondence 

Dinner had reporters from both the left and the right sides of politics present. 

Those who carry the torch for the Democrat-Marxist-Party need to understand; 

their lives do not matter to them. “Propaganda carriers” are a dime a dozen, you 

can be replaced by another “reader” at any time. Your life does not matter to the 

Democrat-Marxist-Party. 

As long as this division continues to be violent, averting any and all 

commonsense conversations, Americans are not truly free. 

The Democrat-Marxist Party needs to be voted out of positions of power. They 

are not worthy to represent Americans. The DNC does not believe in God, and 

therefore they do not believe in inalienable rights. They hold to the position that 

your rights are merely privileges granted by them; elected officials. They do not 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.9vEogtwD9k49Np_wAtr_W1y5pPVw5Ch_bjPLz92XKhE?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=195673576


believe in equality, they are driven by racism and prejudices; they are consumed 

by their own preconceived power. 

America has overcome many an obstacle throughout 250 years. This might be 

our greatest challenge; to overcome the crisis that has caused divisiveness that 

has reached the point of panic, bring their followers to enact violence against 

President Trump and his entire administration, and those who support him. 

It’s time Americans all realize if you’re on the left, you will never be free! If you’re 

on the right, the Democrats want you “gone.” The Democrats will always rule by 

violence; it’s up to all Americans to end this crisis and…. 

Bring America Home© 

 

 

 

Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: Podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Loving Liberty Network 

Range Magazine 

Power the Future 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“It ain’t so much what a man doesn’t know that causes him so many problems, but what he knows that 

ain’t so.” 

~ Will Rogers  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Friday, 

May 1st, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

 
 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


“To take what there is, and use it, without waiting forever in vain for the preconceived – to dig deep 

into the actual and get something out of it – this doubtless is the right way to live.” 

~ Henry James  

 

  
 

  
 

Self-Government Is Nigh Impossible for “Us, the American People” when America’s courts have 

power to decide how voting districts shall be laid pout.  Sundry media articles report efforts by 

legislative majorities across America to draw voting districts with a design to favor parties holding 

legislative power.  Efforts to away elections by fiat will not stop until they are stopped by voters. 

 

“The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose.” 



~ Shakespeare  

 

  
 

   
 

Realizing Unbiased Government Is Tricky when “We, the American People” make voting decisions 

based on potential benefits we might get from government as a function of who gets elected.  We would 

be smart to force government, at all levels, to restrict legislation to outcomes treating all citizens alike.  

Trouble is, elected officials want their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) made law. 

 

“Men are most apt to believe what they least understand.” 



~ Montaigne  

 

  
 

  
 

Free Societies Risk Losing Freedom when government is left to govern by selective, arbitrary, and 

discriminatory legislation, taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R).  Legislators, government chief 

executive, and judges use SADLT&R to make their PAVB lawfully compulsory.  PAVB-driven 

SADLT&R is all but impossible to avoid under “Our, the American People’s” triumvirate system. 

 

“When a well-packaged web of lies has been sold gradually to the masses over generations, the truth 

will seem utterly preposterous and its speaker a raving lunatic.” 

~ Dresden James  



 

  
 

  
 

Legislative Content In A Triumvirate government framework is largely dependent on political party 

dominance in judicial, executive, and legislative branches.  Theoretically, triumvirate government is 

prima facia balanced government, meaning no one branch has disproportionate power.  In reality, voters 

can, by electing political majorities, skew government toward PAVB-driven SADLT&R autocracy. 

 

“I have thought that a man of tolerable abilities may work great changes if he first forms a good plan 

and makes the execution of that same plan his whole study and business.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin  



 
 

  
 

People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to offer amnesty to illegal aliens until those illegal aliens agree to become 



and become United States citizens. They use their citizen sovereignty to protect their lives, their 

property, and their future. 
 

“For all the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these, “It might have been!”” 

~ John Greenleaf Whittier  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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