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PI2026 #0296 – Not Conducive To Liberty 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Once upon a time, government budgets were balanced, our money was sound, the streets were safe, 

and taxes imposed by all levels of government took less than 10% of our income.” 

~ Harry Browne  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Thursday, 

May 7th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

“Not only is the United States too big, but it has also become too authoritarian and too undemocratic, 

and its states assume too little responsibility for the solution of their own social, economic, and political 

problems.” 

~ Dr. Thomas Naylor, professor emeritus of economics at Duke University  

 

 
On-Going Congressional Redistricting media articles and those on Supreme Court of the United States 

(SCOTUS) packing speculation tell “Us, the American People,” in no uncertain terms our legislators, 

chief government executives, judges, and political activists are not at all averse to having their parties 

enjoy legislative majorities at all government levels.  Such posturing is not conducive to Liberty. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

“The greater the power, the more dangerous the abuse.” 

~ Edmund Burke  

 

 
“We, the American People” would not be smart to think legislative, executive, and judicial political 

majorities underpin adherence to precepts and protections articulated by America’s commonwealth, 

federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions. We would be smart to recognize political majorities 

are out to promote and enforce political majority ideology.  Ideologies, made law, define choice. 

 

“Those who have been once intoxicated with power, and have derived any kind of emolument from it, 

even though but for one year, can never willingly abandon it.” 

~ Edmund Burke  

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” representative Constitutional government is supposed to assure no 

government branch has dominant power, and to protect minority representation.  Every election since 

America started elections has been marked by political party efforts to have majority status in 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches, SCOTUS included.  Majority aim is abslute control. 

 

“The power which a multiple millionaire, who may be my neighbor and perhaps my employer, has over 

me is very much less than that which the smallest “functionaire” possesses who wields the coercive 

power of the state, and on whose desecration it depends whether and how I am allowed to live or to 

work.” 

~ Frederich von Hayek 

 



 
Laws, Be They Good, Bad, or indifferent, restrict choice.  Not a stretch to say laws eliminate choice.  

Political majorities seek lawful power to force compliance with standing majority party ideology.  

America’s Constitutions do not guard against tyranny by majority vote.  American citizens, by their 

power of being a sovereign citizenry, can, if they are willing, prevent political majority oppression. 

 

“Of all 36 ways to get out of trouble, the best way is – leave.” 

~ Chinese Proverb  

 

 



People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They exercise citizen sovereignty and negotiate mutually agreed 

upon employment terms 
 

“Few of us can easily surrender our belief that society must somehow make sense. ” 

~ Arthur Miller  

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 



 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0295 – For Radicals To Flourish 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“What is so bad about big government? Like a cancer, it hurts the body and tends to spread, doing 

more and more harm as it grows. It is time for some radical surgery.” 

~ George C. Leef 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Thursday, 

May 7th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 
 

 
 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
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“Bureaucrats write memoranda both because they appear to be busy when they are writing and 

because the memos, once written, immediately become proof that they were busy.” 

~ Charles Peters 
 

   
 

  
 

“We, the American People” are sadly mistaken if we expect military overrun of Iran will cease world political-

economic destabilization carried out by Iran’s fanatical Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 

Confronting and defeating Iran’s IRGC is not exactly akin to confronting and defeating Axis powers of World 

War II.  Fighting religious-ideological idealism is fighting diseased irrationalism.  

 

“We have the power to do any damn fool thing we want to do, and we seem to do it about every 10 

minutes.” 

~ J. William Fulbright  



 

   
 

  



 

AI Sources Accurate, Islamic Terrorism is a conglomeration of contrary middle eastern socio-political ideals 

formed over decades of power struggles.  Deeply rooted, religion-based personal attitudes, values, and beliefs 

(PAVB) are not extinguished by armed conflict.  Such PAVB linger generation-to-generation with potential to 

emerge whenever believers become organized and prepared to disrupt. 

 

“The era of big government is over.” 

~ Bill Clinton1996  
 

   
 

   
 



Decimating Iran’s IRGC May Completely reform Iran’s government as one of all but non-existent Islamic 

terrorism.  Doing so does not mean Islamic terrorism militants will not regroup and reappear elsewhere, possibly 

in places like France, Britain, America, Canada, or South American countries.  “Our, the American People’s” 

better option is to eliminate opportunities for radicals to flourish. 

 

“A tiny and closed fraternity of privileged men, elected by no one, and enjoying a monopoly 

sanctioned and licensed by government.” 

~ Spiro T. Agnew  
 

  
 

   
 

Philosophically Speaking, Islamic Radicalism is no different than any group looking for ways to attain 

geopolitical power and influence.  PAVB, historically, have underpinned more than one effort by people to 

control people, by sheer force, not least, force of armed conquest.  Massive armies are not necessary to perpetuate 

oppressive PAVB.  Small, dedicated groups dedicated and willing to spread fear do so. 

 



“A bureaucrat is the most despicable of men, though he is needed as vultures are needed, but one hardly 

admires vultures whom bureaucrats so strangely resemble. Who can trust such creatures?” 

~ Cicero  
 

  
 

  
 



People Drawn To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These United States 

of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens choose to use their private property.  They protect life, 

liberty, and pursuit of happiness by practicing self-government to safeguard their property. 
 

“You can’t give the government the power to do good without also giving it the power to do bad – in 

fact, to do anything it wants.” 

~ Harry Browne  

 

QLi.mGvp30  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0294 – (BA) Are Americans Too Afraid To Be Free 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Thursday, 

May 7th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Are Americans Too Afraid To Be Free) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Are Americans Too Afraid To Be Free 

Being brave isn’t easy but it is the right thing to do! 

BETH ANN  

 

MAR 1 
    

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

READ IN APP  

   

  

3-1-2024 

The headlines of today lead me to feel that we, as a nation, are a leaning tower 

of tyranny. Perhaps we are in such a slant as to be leaning at a tilt that is at 

least at a 70-degree angle and falling down into complete tyranny and slavery of 

We the People. 

No longer do we hear any commentators speak words of protecting Americans, 

in fact it is quite the opposite. While President Trump is known for his name 

calling of his adversaries, he doesn’t pick a complete group of Americans 

citizens and trash them, as Hillary Clinton did. She referred to Americans who 

might want safety and freedom, who might possibly believe in God, and who 
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stand on the Bill of Rights, taking each one literally and seriously, as a Basket of 

Deplorables, who are irredeemable. And then there was Obama, claiming that 

“rural Americans” all cling to their God and their guns. I ask him, “What do you 

cling to besides your ego and your money?” I am however proud to be 

considered a member of the Basket of Deplorables, I’m not worried about those 

conceited politicians seeing me as irredeemable, for my Savior, Jesus Christ is 

my Redeemer! 

However, I am concerned that many Americans today are fearful of politicians, 

media and our government. We have watched in the past several years, as the 

DOJ has handcuffed and arrested political rivals, while allowing criminals to go 

free and commit violence against American citizens. 

It is also true, unfortunately, that We the People have become dependent on 

government policies and social programs for the necessities of life: food, 

clothing, shelter, our health and educational institutions, etc. 

Will we not be willing to sacrifice even just a tiny bit in order to secure the future 

for our grandchildren? 

Perhaps it is not only FEAR that keeps us from living as a FREE people!   

Perhaps, we no longer LOVE our country. My love for this nation is strong, and I 

cannot understand why others do not see this nation’s unique beauty and love 

her too. She is not perfect, but she used to be free, safe and fair. Can we not 

remember those days?  

If justice is in the hands of whoever is in power, we are no longer free and there 

is no justice. 

Upgrade to paid 

To remain reticent or silent is not the way of a Free People! Tyranny abounds 

when We the People are apathetic. If we are already living in fear, then we are 

already under tyranny. 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.lVWzWwSkNHgfV_O2B1qisxFpIwPqvSX86ZeyiwNU0Wg?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=142225275


I do not say or write these things to discourage you but to wake you up and call 

us, all of us, We the People to action. We can no longer ignore the tyranny and 

evil that is reigning over our sweet America. If we remain so complacent we 

condemn our children and grandchildren to government slavery. 

“Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary 

safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety.”  Benjamin Franklin 

“Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no concern from it; but I should 

suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my soul by swearing 

allegiance to one whose character is that of a sottish, stupid, stubborn, 

worthless, brutish man.”   ― Thomas Paine, The Crisis 

Thomas Paine was not so afraid that he should concern himself of another’s 

precious political feelings. I do not believe any of our brave Founding Fathers 

would have concerned themselves over which pronoun to use for some spoiled, 

not yet weened or self-reliant, childish adolescent. 

Patrick Henry just witnessed a man flogged to death by the “government” (king). 

Was that to be the future of America? He was not going to allow fear to guide 

him away from the dream and want of living Free: Liberty!   

Should I keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of giving 

offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, 

and of an act of disloyalty toward the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere 

above all earthly kings…. Patrick Henry - It was at the end of this very speech, 

that Patrick Henry finished with a profound statement, “Give me liberty or give 

me death! 

The man Patrick Henry watched being flogged, died of that brutal beating! His 

crime? He was a minister who refused to take a license from the King. Yet today 

we have news hosts claiming “Christian Nationalists” are a threat to 

democracy. Why? Because they believe our rights (unalienable rights) come 

https://substack.com/redirect/19019596-f1f3-449b-ba0f-574cf74efca5?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


from God and not from man or government. Are we now to be flogged or 

imprisoned for believing in God above “king” government? 

Nathan Hale, as he was facing DEATH, still valued Liberty and loved his 

country!! As Hale was led to the gallows, his last words reportedly were, “I 

only regret that I have but one life to give for my country.”  

If we today are unwilling to give up the comfort or dollars of government 

legislated subsidies or entitlements, then we surely love ourselves more than 

Liberty. If we only care about today and not about the tomorrows of our own 

grandchildren, then we surely must love ourselves more than them and we 

place no value on their Freedom! For in our own selfishness we condemn the 

future generations of America to government slavery as indentured servants on 

the land! That is not Love! That is not Liberty! 

Benjamin Franklin wise old man that he was, laid it out plainly, Freedom or 

Slavery? Tyranny or Liberty? 

The bravery of our Founding Fathers was amazing!  

It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace-- 

but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps 

from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our 

brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that 

gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, 

as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty 

God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty 

or give me death! 

Are Americans too afraid to be Free?  Are we too selfish to be Independent? Do 

we prefer slavery over Sovereignty? Is there no Love for Liberty? 

“Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation 

with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.”  



Thomas Paine, The American Crisis 

We the People must no longer stand by silent as we watch American citizens 

arrested, fired from their jobs, indicted for their opinions by a tyrannical regime, 

while our children are mutilated and women and children are being trafficked as 

sex slaves into this nation. 

"When the people fear the government, there is tyranny. But when the 

government fears the people, there is liberty.” Thomas Jefferson 

As Joshua was facing a mighty battle he declared to his people, 

“But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 

served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 

you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

Joshuah 24:15 

Being brave isn’t easy but it is the right thing to do! “Consent of the governed,” 

as mentioned in our Declaration of Independence, places the responsibility on 

our shoulders. It’s time we took that responsibility as seriously as our Founding 

Fathers. There are those today, who are standing strong under government 

persecution and are being prosecuted unjustly by this tyrannical Biden/Obama 

regime. It is our duty to stand up in their defense. 

Pray, speak up and stand up for Liberty and for our God… and Bring America 

Home.© 

Join me weekday mornings at: Home - CSC Talk Radio 

Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0293 – to stave off tyranny 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Every actual State is corrupt. Good men must not obey the laws too well.” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Thursday, 

May 7th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $38,958,946,965,578. 

Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 
227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per 

Citizen $$$116,295///   Debt as % of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 
30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: 

https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,353,857,341,177. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,069; every citizen $113,946. 

 

 

 
 

“A union of government and religion tends to destroy government and degrade religion.” 

~ Hugo Black  

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

“Our, the, American People’s” media has an opinion piece running on how political liberals try 

various means to grab power when they are not getting their political way.  Piece author could have 

gone a step further and said when virtually all politicians/legislators/activists don’t get their way they 

resort to tactics such as trying to pack America’s Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS). 

 



“If you’re going to sin, sin against God, not the bureaucracy. God will forgive you but the bureaucracy 

won’t.” 

~ Hyman G. Rickover  

 

   
 

  
 

It Doesn’t Take Much Digging for “Us, the American People” to get a handle on why politics is such 

a contentious undertaking.  People who end up with lawful political power control virtually every 



aspect of other people’s lives.  Critical aspects include power to confiscate property (wealth) and 

restrict choice (Liberty).   Our sovereign citizenry power must check lawful power to stave off tyranny. 

 

“If we do not halt this steady process of building commissions and regulatory bodies and the special 

legislation like huge inverted pyramids over every one of the simple constitutional provisions, we shall 

soon be spending many billions of dollars more.” 

~ Franklin D. Roosevelt  

 

  



 

  
 

“We, the American People” would be smart to cast jaundiced eye, alert ear, and harsh skepticism when 

activists/legislators/politicians propose selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation. taxation and 

regulation (SADLT&R).  SADLT&R is how government (SCOTUS et al) exerts control over people’s 

property (wealth) and restricts people’s choice (Liberty.  Free societies limit SADLT&R severely.  

  

“The proper and limited use of government is to invoke a common justice and keep the peace – and 

that is all.” 

~ Leonard Read  

 

    



 

   
 

Government Is Incapable Of Satisfying people’s every want and need.  Laws, good, bad , or 

indifferent, take away choice.  Ambitious people armed with lawful power in hand can not be trusted 

to avoid making their personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory.  It would be 

fair to say virtually every war has been rooted in efforts to make officialdom PAVB dominant. 

 

“I am not a friend to a very energetic government. It is always oppressive.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson  

 

  



 

   
 

People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere with how responsible citizens choose to use their private 

property.  They protect life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness by practicing self-government to safeguard 

their property. 
 

“The bureaucrat’s first objective, of course, is preservation of his job – provided by the big-government 

system, at the taxpayers expense. … Whether real world problems get solved or not is of secondary 

importance.” 

~ William Simon 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 



 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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