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PI2025 #0516 – Has One Prime Concern 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License) 

"[The People] are the ultimate, guardians of their own liberty." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
Thursday, 

May 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,252,915,972,240. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,784 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.72%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,776,906,438,391. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"...were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers, or 

newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate for a moment to prefer the latter." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media tariff (trade tax) storm coverage is laced with contrasting stories.  A media 

outlet is reported to have broken its scheduled programming to report a blow to President Donald J. Trump’s 

tariff (trade tax) initiative; ‘blow’ meaning President Donald J. changing his tact by saying not all trade deals 

have to be signed.  A related story covers a significant tariff (trade tax) deal. 

 

"Were we directed from Washington when to sow and when to reap, we should soon want bread." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Related Story Circulated In Media reported Planet Earth’s second largest car company to expand manufacturing 

in U.S.   “We, the American People” have no sure way of knowing when media coverage is biased.  Media bias, 

briefly put, amounts to news reported in a partisan manner, partisan meaning, generally one-sided.  Media bias 

ought be avoidable by sticking with verifiable information reporting. 

 

"That government is best which governs the least, because its people discipline themselves."  

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
There Is No Reason Why Media bias should be outlawed.  Media outlets have their own criteria for reporting.  

A media outlet has no obligation to, say, give equal time to people running for public office. Any media business 

looking to stay in business has one prime concern. Create enough demand, measured in sales revenue, to keep 

presses running.  Otherwise, bias ends up little more than yakking.  

 



"Yet the hour of emancipation is advancing....this enterprise is for the young; for those who can follow 

it up, and bear it through to its consummation." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
Why It Would Be Advantageous for “Us, the American People” to cull media bias is hard to pin down. There 

is nothing to say media reporting identified as opinion would not be as valuable as reporting based on pure 

factual content.  No stretch to say legislative office elections are decided more on opinion than on fact.  Bottom 

line is it’s most beneficial to us to know when information works predictably. 

 

"The boisterous sea of liberty is never without a wave." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere in health matters between private citizens and their 

physicians.  They retain their option to manage their health care as they see fit. 
 

"A society that will trade a little liberty for a little order will lose both, and deserve neither.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0515 – Be In Lawful Violation  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"Our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, any more than our opinions in physics 

or geometry." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
Thursday, 

May 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,252,915,972,240. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,784 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.72%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,776,906,438,391. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 
 

 

A big thank you all forwarders.  D 
 

"...we must not let our rulers load us with perpetual debt." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump’s battle with America’s courts over jurisdiction looks 

to have no lessening.  Media coverage includes various cases where courts act to curtail President Donald J. 

from, as an example, deporting illegal immigrants/migrants/refugees (IIMR) people using Alien Enemies Act 

(AEA) authority.  Courts favoring plaintiffs deny presidential power. 

"Liberty is to the collective body, what health is to every individual body. Without health no pleasure 

can be tasted by man; without liberty, no happiness can be enjoyed by society." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



   
 

  
 

“We, the American People,” are caught up in President Donald J. Trump’s AEA/IIMR battle with courts by 

more ways than one.  As taxpayers, we foot pertinent litigation bills.  As citizens subject to law enforcement, 

we find ourselves unable to decide how we might be part of events where AEA is concerned – act in accord with 

a president, act in accord with a court ruling.  Fundamental conundrum. 

 

"The natural progress of things is for liberty to yield and government to gain ground." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 



   
 

  
 

It Is Not Unreasonable For Sovereign citizenries to expect legislative, judicial, and executive government 

branches to produce legislation without ambiguity.  No citizen should be put in a position where lawful 

compliance is not determined unless there is court action deciding same. Freedom is at risk when people can be 

in lawful violation without knowing so until courts decide violation occurs. 

 

"To compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which he 

disbelieves and abhors, is sinful and tyrannical." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 



 

    
 

  
 

Our Triumvirate Government System, where our three, coequal, branches are subject to restraint by each 

branch, makes for political maneuvering to satisfy disparate personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) held 

by officials in each government branch.  Justice, under such conditions is nigh impossible, since PAVB are 

inherently biased, leaving “Us, the American People” subject to arbitrary regulation. 

 

"I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties than standing armies." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



   
 

  
 

People Ready To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to interfere in health matters between private citizens and their physicians.  They 

uphold patient-doctor authority and privacy, their heritage - courtesy America’s pesky founding fathers 

and “frustrating” Constitutions institutionalized to quell tyranny’s impatience. 
 

"In every country and every age, the priest has been hostile to liberty. He is always in alliance with the 

despot, abetting his abuses in return for protection to his own. " 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 



 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0514 – Our Supposed Constitutional Heritage 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"When the government fears the people there is liberty; when the people fear the government there is 

tyranny." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
Thursday, 

May 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,252,915,972,240. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,784 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.72%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,776,906,438,391. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if we 

think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy 

is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
A Foreign Press Media Article Writer goes to some length telling “Us, the American People” how it is American 

voters elected President Donald J. Trump.  Article writer draws conclusions from an interview with President 

Donald J.’s successor, one Joe Biden.  Unaware ineptness exhibited by former President Joe Biden, in a word. 

Writer chastised President Joe for lambasting President Donald J. 

 

"God forbid we should ever be twenty years without such a rebellion." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“We, the American People” would be smart to take a dim view whenever someone presumes to advise us of 

our motives for our political actions.   We, despite falling short of America’s commonwealth, federal 

(U.S./National), and state Constitutions according us power of self-government, do make conscious choices 

when going obediently to cast ballots for America’s next crop of public officials. 

 

"And what country can preserve its liberties, if its rulers are not warned from time to time, that this 

people preserve the spirit of resistance?" 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



 
Article Writer Who Presumes “Our, the American People’s reasons for ushering in President Donald J. Trump 

is, most likely, correct on one point.  We elect our government representatives based on expectation(s).  Since 

we have not figured out how, or, are not willing to decide how, to be self-governing, we look to those we elect 

to, somehow, bring about our supposed Constitutional heritage. 

 

"May [the Declaration of Independence] be to the world, what I believe it will be (to some parts sooner, 

to others later, but finally to all), the signal of arousing men to burst the chains under which monkish 

ignorance and superstition had persuaded them to bind themselves, and to assume the blessings and 

security of self-government." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
Our Government Representatives, Once Elected, make it their business to exercise their positional authority to 

administer government as they assert we asked them by electing them.  Result is our representatives use their 

personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) to frame selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, 

taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R). SADLT&R suppresses expectations. 



 

"I have no fear that the result of our experiment will be that men may be trusted to govern themselves 

without a master." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
People Longing To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to prompt public (government) schools to delve into their children’s 

attitudes, values, or beliefs.  They raise their children to be independent thinkers. 
 

"The price of freedom is eternal vigilance." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0513 – Revamping May Be Necessary 

ASK A HORSE 



(Liberty Over License)  

"The mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a favored few booted and 

spurred, ready to ride them legitimately...." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
Thursday, 

May 8th, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,252,915,972,240. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,784 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.72%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,776,906,438,391. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,048; every citizen $107,272. 

 

"Rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will within limits drawn around us by the equal 

rights of others. I do not add 'within the limits of the law,' because law is often but the tyrant's will, and 

always so when it violates the rights of the individual." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J. Trump has, at various times, proposed replacing America’s 

federal income tax with tariff (trade tax) income.  No easy chore.  Tariff (trade tax income) is projected to reach 

on order of $100B by end 2025, rise to $1T over next decade.  Federal income tax revenue is on order of $2.6T, 

leaving a shortfall of some $1.6T.  Tough nut for tariffs (trade taxes). 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"Who can endure toil, famine, stripes, imprisonment & death itself in vindication of his own liberty, 

and the next moment ... inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour of which is fraught with more 

misery than ages of that which he rose in rebellion to oppose." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
“We, the American People’s” income tax is not federal government’s only income-related tax.  Payroll taxes 

come to about $2.2T, bringing total tariff (trade tax) income ony to $3.8T.  President Donald J. Trump, optimistic 

though he may be on tariff (trade tax) revenue generation, would need to come up with $3.8T in tariff (trade tax) 

revenue to have a case for eliminating income-related taxation. Big job.    
  

"If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and 

never will be." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 



 
Given Replacing Income tax-related income with tariff (trade tax) income is an ominous task, it would be smart 

for “Us, the American People” to look seriously at viability of reducing unnecessary government spending 

through Department Of Government Efficiency DOGE) initiatives. DOGE Czar, Elon Musk, has projected 

DOGE cost avoidance upwards of $1T.  Leaving $2.8T income tax revenue. 

 

"The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its 

natural manure." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
Given DOGE Cost Avoidance  Projection were to materialize, getting rid of another $2.8T to eliminate need 

for income tax revenue is still no small task.  It is, without question, however, factual America’s economy 

generates enough revenue to cover all costs.  Whether government ought be funding as many of those costs as 

it does is a bone of contention.  Total government revamping may be necessary. 

 

"Why suspend the habeas corpus in insurrections and rebellions? Examine the history of England. See 

how few of the cases of the suspension of the habeas corpus law have been worthy of that suspension" 



~ Thomas Jefferson 
 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to overrule Commonwealth/State (10th Amendment) Sovereignty as 

determined and defined by citizens of those respective Commonwealths and States.  They dismiss and 

recall elected leaders who put them at risk. 

 

"I think we have more machinery of government than is necessary, too many parasites living on the 

labor of the industrious." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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