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PI2025 #0632 – Would Not Learn Quickly 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

"To educate a man is to unfit him to be a slave." 

~ Frederick Douglass 
Saturday, 

June 7th, 2025 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,275,035,880,295. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,851 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.82%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,922,624,117,496482. - Every 8merican Taxpayer 

Now “Owes” The (federal) State" $323,050; every citizen $107,803. 

 

"The whole history of the progress of human liberty shows that all concessions yet made to her august 

claims have been born of earnest struggle. If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who 

profess to favor freedom, and yet deprecate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing up the 

ground, they want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful roar of 

its many waters." 

~ Frederick Douglass 
 

 
 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

Media Has An Article In Circulation talking about Pope Leo XIV’s net worth.  Stands to reason .  Inquiring 

minds would, most assuredly, want to know Pope Leo XIV’s net worth. Inquiring minds, if their inquiring urge 

is strong enough, will have to dig further.  Articla in circulation alludes to some of His Holiness monthly 

earnings, and addresses his future retirement Vatican City accommodations. 

 

"The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress." 

~ Frederick Douglass 
 

 
Inquiring Minds Inclined To Expand their inquiry to financial well-being of upper Catholic Church hierarchy 

will find, not unexpectedly, Church leaders are not on starvation’s brink.  Further inquiry into Catholic Church 

financial well-being, globally, reveals a net worth of a rather successful enterprise. “We, the American People,” 

as wage earners, on average, have closely comparable compensation. 

 

"The limitation of tyrants is the endurance of those they oppose." 

~ Frederick Douglass 
 

 



For They Who Might Be Inclined to call for Catholicism’s net worth to be distributed among its needy, divided 

evenly every Catholic worldwide would get somewhere right about $22.22.  Once.  Whereafter, Catholic Church 

net worth would be somewhere right around $0.0.  Bone dry coffers.  No more investment equity.  Might be 

tough getting petrol for Pope Leo XIV’s bullet-proof Pope Mobile.  

 

"The history of government management of money has, except for a few short happy periods, been one 

of incessant fraud and deception." 

~ Fredrich von Hayek 
 

 
Those Of “Us, the American People” who might believe government should confiscate wealthy people’s’ 

wealth for those of us who are needy, would do well to do some basic arithmetic and figure how many dollars 

every American would get from wealthy people’s wealth redistributed evenly.  Once.  We’d be fools to think 

wealthy people would not learn quickly, once bitten, twice shy.  And be shy. 

 

"The system of private property is the most important guaranty of freedom, not only for those who own 

property, but scarcely less for those who do not." 

~ Freidrich von Hayek 

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to remain in office if they break their word to their constituents.  They 

dismiss and replace them summarily. 
  

"The better the state is established, the fainter is humanity." 

~ Friederich Nietzsche 

 

 
Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 



 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0631 – In Matters Of Faith 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
s"The worst thing that can happen to a good cause is not to be skillfully attacked, but to be ineptly 

defended." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 
Saturday, 

June 7th, 2025 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,275,035,880,295. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,851 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.82%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,922,624,117,496482. - Every 8merican Taxpayer 

Now “Owes” The (federal) State" $323,050; every citizen $107,803. 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

Thanks, you viewed all 20 graphics. D 
 

 

"Sometimes the law defends plunder and participates in it. Thus the beneficiaries are spared the shame 

and danger that their acts would otherwise involve..." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 
 

  



 

  
 

“Our, the America People’s” are, contrary to how some observers might observe how church and state are to 

stay out of each other’s business, are deeply involved in church affairs, when such affairs center state’s foremost 

concern – money.  Specifically, tax money.  Then, our courts, with near certainty, will skew decisions to benefit 

state coffers.  And, so doing, declare no state meddling in matters of Faith. 

 

"But how is this legal plunder to be identified? Quite simply. See if the law takes from some persons 

what belongs to them and gives it to the other persons to whom it doesn't belong. " 

~ Frederic Bastiat 
 

   
 



  
 

“We, the American People” could, if we were willing to exert our clout as a sovereign citizenry, clean up 

corruption in government’s clever confiscation tool, selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, taxation, 

and regulation (SAADLT&R).  SADLT&R  empowers government to sherry pick nearly at will as to who shall 

pay for government projects and programs, and who shall not have to pay. 

 

"Life, liberty, and property do not exist because men have made laws. On the contrary, it was the fact 

that life, liberty, and property existed beforehand that caused men to make laws in the first place." 

~ ~Frederic Bastiat 
 

   
 



    
 

SADLT&R’s Most Powerful Confiscation Implement is direct taxation.  Direct taxation enables government 

officials t collect sums of money from people for no reason other than people own property (wealth). It would 

be smart for “Us, the American People” to ban direct taxation in all its forms.  Do away with direct taxation, and 

force government to do with tax revenue raised from commerce taxes. 

 

"By virtue of exchange, one man's prosperity is beneficial to all others." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 

 



     
 

  
 

Anyone Who Knows Anything About Taxation knows all taxes levied for any reason are paid, directly or 

indirectly, by consumers.  Doing away with direct taxation I favor of commerce taxes puts consumers in  charge 

of taxes by shopping for their buck’s best bang.   Forcing all taxing authority to local levels would mean local 

legislators would have to convince voters refusing tax hikes would mean life’s end. 

 

"There are people who think that plunder loses all its immorality as soon as it becomes legal. 

Personally, I cannot imagine a more alarming situation." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 



 

  
 

  
 

People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into contracts with collective bargaining units.  They preclude 

government from eroding their assets through property confiscation. 
 

"The politician attempts to remedy the evil by increasing the very thing that caused the evil in the first 

place: legal plunder." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  



 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0630 – (BA) It’s Never Too Late! 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Saturday, 

June 7th, 2025 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,275,035,880,295. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,851 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.82%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,922,624,117,496482. - Every 8merican Taxpayer 

Now “Owes” The (federal) State" $323,050; every citizen $107,803. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Recent (It’s Never Too Late!) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
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“The time to guard against corruption and tyranny is before they shall have 

gotten hold of us. It is better to keep the wolf out of the fold than to trust to 

drawing his teeth and talons after he shall have entered.” Thomas Jefferson 

Okay, we might be just a little late on that one Mr. Jefferson. 

If you follow my Substack, or my radio program, you know that I love to lean on 

the words of our Founding Fathers. Their wisdom, their bravery, and their 

persistence led to our Liberty. However, as decades turned to centuries, and 

our nation grew into a nation known as the land of opportunity and prosperity, 

We the People became comfortable and complacent. We lacked appreciation 

for the many freedoms we enjoy, forgetting the sacrifices of those who came 
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before us. We no longer seem to understand the full meaning of 

“Independence.” 

“Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom must, like men, 

undergo the fatigues of supporting it.” Thomas Paine 

I don’t know about you, but I haven’t suffered much for Liberty lately. 

Tough Love! It’s time that We the People practiced some tough love for our 

Liberty. It’s never too late, but the longer we wait the more difficult the 

restoration of our great Constitutional Republic will be. 

“When once a Republic is corrupted, there is no possibility of remedying 

any of the growing evils but by removing the corruption and restoring its lost 

principles; every other correction is either useless or a new evil.” Thomas 

Jefferson 

In the last few decades, we’ve seen a lot of growing evil in America. 

Removing the corruption! This quote is one of the most important and 

consequential instructions for our time. It’s a bit challenging when it states, 

“Remove the corruption.” How can we possibly remove the corruption? In my 

last several Substacks I’ve addressed the topic, but I think we all know we have 

to elect honest men and women of extreme integrity and those who value 

Liberty more than their own personal prosperity. The words from John Adams 

declaring that our Constitution was made for a moral and religious people are 

also explanatory regarding the type of governing America was to practice and 

enjoy. 

While many people find history boring, it is necessary to know history in order to 

build from the mistakes or the successes of our past. 

“When the past no longer illuminates the future, the spirit walks in 

darkness.” Alexis de Tocqueville 

https://open.substack.com/pub/bethanncsctalkradio/p/it-is-our-time-now?r=ob5p3&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&showWelcomeOnShare=false
https://open.substack.com/pub/bethanncsctalkradio/p/justice-is-not-revenge-justice-is?r=ob5p3&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&showWelcomeOnShare=false


The process of deconstruction is the altering or removing of America’s history, 

changing our culture and destroying the very Foundation of our nation. 

How can the past illuminate the future? Like any project, we learn from our 

mistakes, and we build on our successes. There is a human element to life, as 

these words explain the cycle of Liberty. “From bondage to spiritual faith; 

from spiritual faith to great courage; from courage to liberty; from liberty to 

abundance; from abundance to selfishness; from selfishness to 

complacency; from complacency to apathy; from apathy to dependency; 

from dependency back into bondage.” Alexander Fraser Tytler 

When we recognize our place in this cycle explained by Tytler, We the People 

can begin restoring our Liberty in America. We’ve become dependent on our 

government, placing us all in bondage. Government agencies demand licenses 

and permits for things that were once a part of our freedoms in America. 

Government now sees our Rights as privileges they may or may not allow us to 

enjoy…or we must pay to enjoy them. 

It’s Never Too Late! 

Liberty is always in the hands of the People, but first it must be a longing and 

a lust within their hearts. We must also acknowledge that our rights come from 

God… not from government. “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness…” 

“The greatness of America lies not in being more enlightened than any other 

nation, but rather in her ability to repair her faults.” Alexis de Tocqueville 

History is vital to Liberty! Learning from the mistakes and successes of our 

Founding Fathers will help us to secure such blessings for our own Posterity… 



our children, grandchildren and all the future generations of the United States of 

America. 

It’s Never Too Late! 

When we look back in the history and use the wisdom of the words of the great 

men who went before us, We the People can rise up and Bring America 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 
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Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0629 – Are Primarily At Odds 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

"Everyone wants to live at the expense of the State. They forget that the State lives at the expense of 

everyone." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 
Saturday, 

June 7th, 2025 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,275,035,880,295. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,851 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.82%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,922,624,117,496482. - Every 8merican Taxpayer 

Now “Owes” The (federal) State" $323,050; every citizen $107,803. 

 

"The politician attempts to remedy the evil by increasing the very thing that caused the evil in the first 

place: legal plunder." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 
 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People,” if we hold America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution to be litigation’s last 

summit of appeal, are, given we are loyal to Constitutional precepts and principles, stand behind America’s 

Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) decisions, even when SCOTUIS decisions overturn sustained 

lower-court decisions.  SCOTUS is America’s appeal pinnacle.  Save a last resort. 
 

"And now that the legislators and do gooders have futilely inflicted so many systems upon society, may they 

finally end where they should have begun: May they reject all systems. And try liberty." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 

 

 
“Our, the American People’s” court decisions are meaningless, should America’s law enforcement arm not act 

on court decisions.  Similarly, America’s SCOTUS decisions have no guarantee they will be sustained in 

perpetuity.  Roe v Wade exemplifies; it stood for near a half century, when, America’s sitting SCOTUS acted to 

make Roe v Wade a commonwealth/state, not federal, jurisdictional concern. 

 

"It is indeed a singular thing that people wish to pass laws to nullify the disagreeable consequences that the law 

of responsibility entails. Will they never realize that they do not eliminate these consequences but merely pass 

them along to other people? The result is one injustice the more and one moral the less." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 



 

 
There Ius Nothing To Keep America’s three, coequal branch, government system from being in perpetual 

circles when legislative, executive, and judicial branches do not see eye-to-eye.  In theory, disputed laws can be 

resolved by legislative action to rescind or amend.  America’s elections, however, put people in all branches 

with varying personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB). No permanence. 

 

"Socialism, like the ancient ideas from which it springs, confuses the distinction between government and 

society. As a result of this, every time we object to a thing being done by government, the socialists conclude 

that we object to its being done at all." 

~ Frederic Bastiat 

 

 
It Might Be Possible For “Us, the American People” to introduce some lasting predictability in legislative-

judicial-executive behavior, were it not for our proclivity to allow election winners to alter societal norms with 

legislative-executive-judicial action election-to-election.  Short of  some form of divine intervention, we 

may face government instability for ages to come.  We are primarily at odds. 

 

"I know no class of my fellowmen, however just, enlightened, and humane, which can be wisely and safely 

trusted absolutely with the liberties of any other class." 



~ Frederick Douglass 

 

 
People Opting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold fiscal 

responsibility, limited government, and  free markets. 
 

"Liberty is meaningless where the right to utter one’s thoughts and opinions has ceased to exist. That, of all 

rights, is the dread of tyrants. It is the right which they first of all strike down." 

~ Frederick Douglass 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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