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PI2026 #0384 – Might Perish Absent It 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Politics is the means by which the will of the few becomes the will of the many.” 

~ Howard Koch  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Monday, 

June 15th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,168,333,745,105. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$116,921  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,270,546,744188. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,070; every citizen $114,212. 

 

“Democracy does not guarantee equality of conditions it only guarantees equality of opportunity.” 

~ Irving Kristol  

 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


Trust. Essence Of Good Government.  Must be so. “Our, the American People’s” former Health and 

Human Services Secretary, Kathleen Swnelius, proclaimed trust as good government’s essence. 

Essence. An Artificial Intelligence (AI) thesaurus lists soul as words not unlike essence.    Spirit and 

kernel are listed too.  And lifeblood. If lifeblood, then good government might perish absent it. 

 

“In individuals, insanity is rare; but in groups, parties, nations, and epochs it is the rule.” 

~ Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

 
“We, the American People” would not be too naïve to learn virtually every legislator, chief government 

executive, and judge has ideas of god government.  And intends to see to it we are supervised by frce 

of good government.  Including Her Honor, Kathy Hochul, Empire State’s good government overseer. 

Gov, Hochul intends to trust Empire State drivers who agree to have monitors in their cars, soes she. 

 

“Illegal aliens have always been a problem in the United States. Ask any Indian.” 

~ Robert Orben  

 

 
Governor Kochuk Proposes To Help those of “Us, the American People” who are at odds with 

monitors in our cars.  Governor Hochulis of a mind those of us not so inclined might be better off if we 

were not allowed to have driving privileges.   We, if we’re denied driving privileges, will surely be able 

to find other ways to work, to church, to Burger King, to vote for Governor Hochul on Election Day. 



 

“Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past.” 

~ George Orwell  

 

 
 We Are To Trust Government; we are not to be alarmed, should government not trust us.  We are to 

know, in our heart-of-hearts, government places minor inconveniences in our wayward lives to help us 

from going further astray. Our representative Constitutional republic government system, however,  

makes government subordinate to our authority as a sovereign citizenry.  We govern ourselves. 

 

“Every nation ridicules other nations — and all are right.” 

~ Arthur Schopenhauer  

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend These United States. They uphold self-government and 

their option to protect their property and financial security as they see fit. 
 

“Every government is run by liars and nothing they say should be believed.” 

~ I. F. Stone  

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0383 – To Fear Bucking Authority 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich by promising 

to protect each from the other.” 

~ Oscar Ameringer  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Monday, 

June 15th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,168,333,745,105. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$116,921  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,270,546,744188. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,070; every citizen $114,212. 

 

 
 

“Freedom is nothing else but a chance to be better.” 

~ Albert Camus  

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   
 

   
 

“Our, the American People’s” Catholic Bishops are, at best, lukewarm when it comes to closing ranks 

with President Donald J. Trump on illegal immigration, migrants, and refugees (IIMR).  Catholic 

Bishopric stance could be seen as promoting carte blanche, no strings attached, no restriction on IIMR 

folks finding sanctuary in America at, if need be, taxpayer cost and charitable giving no matter cost. 

 

“The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation with the average voter.” 

~ Winston Churchill  



 

   
 

  
 

“We, the American People” are not stingy where charity is concerned.  Artificial Intelligence (AI) puts 

charitable giving as something around $700, individually per adult, more than $2,000 per household.  

Federal taxpayer dollars for undocumented folks is on order of $160B.  Bishopric stance on AI, skeptic, 

at best, no surprise America’s Catholic Bishops would press for President Donald J. et al to ante more.  

 

“Jury: Twelve people who determine which client has the better lawyer” 

~ Robert Frost  



 

   
 

    
 

It Would BE Smart For “Us, the American People” to be wary when presidents or Popes (legislators 

or clerics) try goading us to shrink our wallets so either or both of them can have more in theirs – to 

help all downtrodden people, naturally.  Legislators and clerics operate from positional authority 

applied as coercive intimidation.  Legislators use force of law. Clerics use divine weight.  Intimidation. 

 

“Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very important that you do it.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi  

 



  
 

  
 

When Popes And Presidents Speak, speak officially, they, implicitly, call for citizen and congregant to 

take notice and act accordingly.  Not acting so carries potential for legal ramifications when presidents 

prompt. Not acting so carries, in case of papal prompt, prospects of never-ending torment because 

divinely inspired papal warnings were taken to heart.  Ordinary people lead to fear bucking authority. 

 

“If a law is unjust, a man is not only right to disobey it, he is obligated to do so.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson  



 

  
 

  
 

People EXPECTING To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to permit public (government-“State”) schools to delve into their 



children’s attitudes, values, or beliefs. They protect their children’s privacy and teach them to be 

thinking individuals. 
 

“The public interest is best served by the free exchange of ideas.” 

~ John Kane  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0382 – (BA) Celebrating America! 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

June 15th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,168,333,745,105. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$116,921  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,270,546,744188. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,070; every citizen $114,212. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Property Rights In America) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Celebrating America! 

She is not dead! Do not memorialize her, protect her and “live” her! 

BETH ANN  

 

JUN 8 
    

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

READ IN APP  

   

  

6-8-2026 

From small towns to the cities, across our fields of golden grain, throughout our 

American suburbs, and from sea to shining sea, celebrations are being planned 

for America’s 250th birthday! Most Americans are looking forward to July 4th and 

have already started their red-white-and blue décor inside and outside their 

homes. Businesses are “capitalizing” on our patriotic cravings (of course, that’s 

the American way) but the democrat party and their sad-angry-anti-America 

media are the Debbie-downers at America’s birthday party. 

Upgrade to paid 

While we seem to be a divided nation these days, I want to be encouraging 

about our great nation, America! 
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Do not listen to those “Debbie-downers,” for they have been led astray by false 

history, leading them to believe America is evil, and giving them some false hope 

of utopia through communism and Marxism. These forms of government have 

never proven good for the people of those nations; there is no Freedom, 

Independence or Liberty. America, on the other hand, is a nation “of the people, 

by the people and for the people,” Consent of the governed; Life, Liberty and 

the pursuit of Happiness, Property and Prosperity… The American Dream! Be 

assured, that Dream is not dead! 

Like Norman Rockwell art, I see this nation in a simple, neighborly setting. A 

time of root beer barrel candy, white picket fences, families gathering and 

imperfect people. In his art, we can see the imperfections of people, yet we see 

the fullness and the heart of a particular moment captured. Rockwell’s 

paintings aren’t of Hollywood stars and finely suited politicians; his paintings 

are of you America. 

From sea to shining sea; America encompasses coastal lands, mountain 

ranges, prairies, rolling hills, plains, deserts and lush farmlands. We even have 

islands in the sea… begging for tourism and living a life of sunshine and ease. 

America is unique and beautiful! Rich with natural resources and rich with 

American exceptionalism and an awesome diversity. 

Like any nation we’ve had our moments in time, which were not our proudest. 

Unlike other nations, America has always grown beyond her dark times and 

found the shining light leading her back home to Liberty and true equality. Of 

course, we still have individuals who will never play nice and will never 

appreciate the real beauty of America. 

Strong, determined and hardworking people with special skills and talents– 

that’s America – and I’m mighty proud of her! 

Upgrade to paid 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.DZuscKaUU-otlxnQ44Isi6QlPniwjWxmbQFoflihYG8?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=201211268


From time to time, and today – this year - is the perfect time, we should take a 

moment and give thanks for our nation; our young nation and remember from 

whence we came. We should take a look into history and be aware, lest we fall 

into that same cycle of human selfishness, which will surely bring us to the brink 

of collapse. 

The world looks to us as the example of freedom! They see us as stubborn and 

independent, perhaps proud and arrogant, but they also see us as a very 

generous people. 

The divisions we experience are because we’ve forgotten our rich heritage, 

sacrifices and gift of freedom. Our Founding Fathers, our own fathers, mothers 

and grandfathers and grandmothers fought to be free – but it isn’t passed along 

in our blood, we must pass it along in the minds and hearts of our children; 

always reminding them of our rich and unique history. 

Unlike the Norman Rockwell art, sometimes our lives are more complicated; 

usually brought on by our own decisions, or perhaps by tragedies of which are 

not necessarily any fault of our own. There is strength in the American spirit, 

which is able to rise above and meet those difficult challenges square on! (they 

make you, or they break you) 

Whether you live where the sidewalk ends, by a white picket fence, beside the 

sandy beach, in the thick of The Everglades, on a mountain top, or in one of our 

large concrete jungles, our America is all of these things, and more, each should 

be held precious and protected. 

Upgrade to paid 

AMERICA – we must remember who we are – and never forget from whence we 

came… 

I don’t know who wrote the words I’m about to share with you; they are from a 

2020 presidential campaign ad for President Donald Trump. The words inspired 
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me and I hope they will inspire you. We have a mission in this nation; to protect 

America and preserve Liberty for the future generations. 

AMERICA 

“America is a land of heroes 

A place where greatness is born 

Where destinies are forged and where legends come to life 

This is the home of Thomas Edison and Teddy Roosevelt… of many great 

Generals including George Washington, Pershing, Patton and MacArthur. 

This is the home of Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglas, Amelia Earhart, 

Harriett Tubman, the Wright Brothers, Neil Armstrong and so many more. 

This is the country where children learn names like Wyatt Earp, Davy Crocket 

and Annie Oakley. 

This is the place where the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth – 

Where Texas Patriots made their last stand at the Alamo – 

The American Nation was carved out of the vast frontier by the toughest – 

strongest, the fiercest and most determined men and women ever to walk on 

the face of the earth. 

Our ancestors braved the unknown – tamed the wilderness – settled the wild 

west – lifted millions from poverty, disease and hunger. 

Vanquished Tyranny and fascism 

Ushered the world to new heights – science and medicine 



Laid down the railroads, dug out the canals – raised up skyscrapers 

Our ancestors built the most exceptional Republic ever to exist in all of human 

history 

This is our glorious and magnificent inheritance 

We are Americans 

We are Pioneers 

We are the Pathfinders 

We settled the New World 

We built the Modern World 

And We changed history forever by embracing the eternal truth that everyone’s 

made equal by the Hand of Almighty God! 

America is the place where anything can happen 

America is the place where anyone can rise 

And here – on this land – this soil… On this continent…the most incredible 

dreams come true 

This nation is our canvas 

And this country is our masterpiece 

We look at tomorrow and see unlimited frontiers just waiting to be explored 

Our brightest discoveries are not yet known 

Our most thrilling stories are not yet told 



Our grandest journeys are not yet made 

The American Age 

The American Epic 

The American Adventure 

Has only just begun 

Our spirit is still young 

The Sun is still Rising 

God’s Grace is still Shining 

…. And fellow Americans 

We should always believe that the best is yet to come!” 

Upgrade to paid 

Once again, we’re facing an enemy – it is the true existential threat upon Liberty! 

We must face it together. 

The enemy is a shyster, selling snake oil cures such as FREE stuff termed public 

goods. The enemy creates crises to control your lives. The enemy calls himself 

socialism and is the darkest most sinister liar of all. 

We have been blessed with Freedom and Liberty. 

We have the blessing and opportunity to reflect on what is important in our lives. 

God – Country – Family 

LIFE, LIBERTY AND PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
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Times can be tough; there is no doubt about that. But America we must protect 

our Republic and prune back big government by rejecting their snake oil and 

embracing personal Independence and Sovereignty. 

The Debbie-downer-democrats are now the enemies of our Constitutional 

Republic; they are quite open about it. It they gain power again; they will 

completely destroy America! Our children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren will be their slaves. 

Our ancestors faced great obstacles and horrific tragedies of death and 

sacrifice. We have their courageous blood running through our veins – 

Be encouraged, however, on this 250th Anniversary of America’s Independence. 

She is not dead! Do not memorialize her, protect her and “live” her! 

You are an American! 

We Are America! 

Liberty is always in the hands of the people, We the People! So, let your 

Exceptionalism Shine Bright! 

…and Bring America Home© 

 

 

 

Upgrade to paid 
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Listen to today’s podcast: Podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Loving Liberty Network 

Range Magazine 

Power the Future 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

R-CALF USA 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported 

publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a 

free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth 

Segment. For the full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  
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“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“It is easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them.” 

~ Alfred Adler  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Monday, 

June 15th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 39,168,333,745,105. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$116,921  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  137%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,270,546,744188. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $357,070; every citizen $114,212. 

 

“My opinions may have changed, but not the fact that I am right.” 

~ Ashleigh Brilliant  

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“We, the American People” who are out to eviscerate Artificial Intelligence (AI), media coverage 

accurate, are turning AI neurosis into AI mania. It takes all but no digging to find myriad Internet 

articles warning AI is out to eliminate free speech, therefore, destroy all remnants of freedom.  Some 

counterpoint references have it AI is not totally sinister, rather, can be as helpful as used to be helpful. 

 

“A single death is a tragedy, a million deaths is statistics.” 

~ Josef Stalin  

 

 
Those Of “Us, the American People” who are clinical level fearful AI will take over people’s ability 

to think for themselves might take a course or two on thinking.  Provided those of us who dare to take 

such courses believe it possible to learn how to think.  Doesn’t mean we have to forego those ever-

powerful personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB).  Can mean we will see PAVB as PAVB. 

 

“The direct use of force is such a poor solution to any problem, it is generally employed only by small 

children and large nations.” 

~ David Friedman  

 



 
Media Report Pope Leo IV, along with at least one AI model builder want strict controls over AI 

imposed by how Pope Leo and some Ai builders think imperative.  One way or pother, make sure AI 

doesn’t replace tenets of Faith.  One way or other, subject prospective AI models to rigorous quality 

assurance testing to avoid errors and bias.  Testing standards to be set by Pope Leo and other advocates. 

 

“You should never wear your best trousers when you go out to fight for freedom and liberty.” 

~ Henrik Ibsen  

 

 
Suffice It To Say AI Cao Do humanity no more harm than humanity will allow.  Pope Leo ought know 

an Ai Satan is no match for people grounded in Faith who say, Get thee behind me, Satan.”   Rooting 

out AI flaws is a matter of quality control.  All said and done, a three -year-old (TYO) could ask Ai, 

“What’s my name? If AI evilly asks back, “What do you think? “, TYO barks, “Answer my question.” 

 

“Patriotism is the willingness to kill and be killed for trivial reasons.” 

~ Bertrand Russell  

 



 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to impose direct taxes of any kind.  They refuse to allow government to 

confiscate private property. 
 

“When the rich make war it’s the poor that die. –  

~ Jean-Paul Sartre  

 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 



“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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