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PI2025 #0720 – Services At A Discount 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The triumph of persuasion over force is the sign of a civilized society." 

~ Mark Skousen 
Tuesday, 

July 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,292,422,920,494. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,904 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.91%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 37,013,438,291,233. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,051; every citizen $108,002. 
 

 

Please forward.  D 
 

"The salient feature of America in the Age of Obama is a failed government class institutionally 

committed to living beyond its means, and a citizenry too many of whom are content to string along." 

~ Mark Steyn 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


   

  
 

Media Report Canadian Response to “Our, the American People’s” President Tromp tariff  (trade Tax) reform 

initiative could cripple America’s industrial might.  Reason being, Canadians will have to pay more for American 

goods and services.  Economic theory goes, as prices go up, demand goes down.  An exception is something 

called inelastic consumption – meaning price affects demand little. 

 

"In the beginning of a change the patriot is a scarce man and brave, and hated and scorned. When his 

cause succeeds, the timid join him for then it costs nothing to be a patriot." 



~ Mark Twain 
 

  
 

  
 

“We, the American People” (people everywhere) would be smart to recognize tariffs (trade taxes), when push 

comes to shove, are taxes. Taxes.  Taxes are defined as mandatory contributions levied on society by 

government.  Taxes, where business is concerned, are costs-of-sales.  All costs-of-sales are paid by consumers 

when they buy goods or services.  Consumers can, if they are willing, control taxes. 

 

"Irreverence is the champion of liberty and its only sure defense." 

~ Mark Twain 



 

  
 

   
 

Sovereign Citizenries, While They, as consumers have some control over prices, thus, some control over how 

much they pay in commerce (sales) taxes, are, more importantly, capable of forcing government to alter tax 

politics to fit socio-economic need. It is within power held by UIs, the American People,” as a sovereign 

citizenry, to constrain tax policies as we see necessary for our well-being. 

 



"Censorship is telling a man he can't have a steak just because a baby can't chew it." 

~ Mark Twain 
 

   
 

 

   
 

Government Use Tariff (Trade Tax) policies to generate revenue, and influence socio-economic policies 

advanced by foreign powers.   President Donald J. Trump’s stated tariff (trade tax) policy is focused on 

evenhanded trade.  Not a;; countries are happy with President Donald J’’s tariff (trade tas) aim.  America’s tariff 

(trade tax) policy tends to offer American goods and services at a discount.  

 

"Whenever you find that you are on the side of the majority, it is time to reform." 

~ Mark Twain 
 



  
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to prohibit or restrict private ownership of firearms and ammunition from 

any citizen of good repute and responsible standing.  They protect their innate right of self-defense. 
 

"A discriminating irreverence is the creator and protector of human liberty." 

~ Mark Twain 

 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  



Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0719 – Easy To Justify Aggression  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Tuesday, 

July 1st, 2025 

"The use of 'religion' as an excuse to repress the freedom of expression and to deny human rights is not 

confined to any country or time." 

~ Margaret Atwood 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,292,422,920,494. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,904 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.91%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 37,013,438,291,233. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,051; every citizen $108,002. 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 

Thanks Christians and Conservatives for forwarding. D 
 

"The national budget must be balanced. The public debt must be reduced; the arrogance of the 

authorities must be moderated and controlled. Payments to foreign governments must be reduced. If 

the nation doesn't want to go bankrupt, people must again learn to work, instead of living on public 

assistance." 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero, 55 BC 
 

   
 



  
 

Media Tell It Pope Leo XIV Is Calling on warring nations to let peace silence their guns.   And to stop using 

force to dominate others. Might be a good thing if it weren’t for history letting one and all know nations have 

used force to deal with other nations for a long time, And, it’s not as though religion has not used forceful means 

to put down other religions.  Easy to justify aggression as doing ‘God’s’ work. 

 

"I refer to the law which lays it down that, if our lives are endangered by plots or violence or armed 

robbers or enemies, any and every method of protecting ourselves is morally right." 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero 
 

  



 

   
 

Pope Leo, No Doubt With His Papal heart leading him, is right in line with how religious leaders do their duty 

to purge evil doing. While non-sectarian leaders foist their demands on “Us, the American People,’ and people 

world-around, with varied form of lawful force, Popes and like religious leaders use tenets of Faith to have 

people abide by their behavioral instruction.  Fear of falling from grace, 

 

"Establishing lasting peace is the work of education." 

~ Maria Montessori 
 

    
 



  
  

Pope Leo XIV Is Reported to have picked Pope Leo XIII for his namesake.  Pope Leo XIII is billed as a 

champion of ordinary people, a protector of human rights, and brothers keeping brothers.  Not uncommon for 

religious leaders to draw attention to common people perceived unable to fend for themselves. “We, the 

American People” hear our leaders of Faith lobby for ever more charity for good. 

 

"Discipline must come through liberty... We do not consider an individual disciplined when he has 

been rendered as artificially silent as a mute and as immovable as a paralytic. He is an individual 

annihilated, not disciplined." 

~ Maria Montessori 
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” leaders won’t defer to Pope Leo XIV, or any leader of Faith, when leaders of 

other nations chant ‘death to America, and followers of Faith – any Faith - strive to wrest political power from 

America’s leaders.  Particularly so, for elected leaders with power to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict 

choice (Liberty).  They asserting to do ‘God’s’ work number many. 



 

"Nothing can so alienate a voter from the political system as backing a winning candidate." 

~ Mark B. Cohen 
 

  
 

  
The Federales have bought, with tax money,  

640 million acres from USA private citizens  

and made it totally non productive. 

 

People Committed To Living In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their heritage to use their property as they see fit. 
 

"Gun registration is a gateway drug." 



~ Mark Gilmore 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2025 #0718 – (BA) How Cheap Is Your Liberty? 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Tuesday, 

July 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,292,422,920,494. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,904 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.91%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 37,013,438,291,233. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,051; every citizen $108,002. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under 

“Beth Ann From Beyond the Microphone.” Recent (How Cheap Is Your Liberty? 

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

How Cheap Is Your Liberty? 

“What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly…” 

BETH ANN  

 

JUN 27 
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6-27-2025 

My thought is this… Freedom is never truly won – it is a constant battle – Thus the 

words of Thomas Jefferson, “Eternal vigilance is the price of Liberty.” 

Or as I say, “Liberty is always in the hands of the People.” 

We’ve talked a lot in the last many weeks about the people of Iran and how it is up to 

them to change their regime; declare their own independence. 

Interesting thought or statement, isn’t it? 
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To quote Thomas Paine, “Tyranny like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this 

consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph.” 

And he went on, “What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness 

only that gives every thing its value. 

What if tyranny is from within? Yes, we know that there have been many tyrants, 

dictators, kings and uprisings in nations throughout history. Even our very own elected 

officials do very little to represent us or protect our Liberty. While they scream 

Constitution at others when they don’t get their way, they are always legislating on top 

of the Constitution, burying and concealing its original intent under a paper pile of 

legislative, bureaucratic confusion. However, what if the tyranny in America today, is 

the apathy and ignorance that lies in the hearts of this new generation of Americans; 

“We the People?” 

Did today’s Americans obtain their Liberty too cheap… and esteem it too lightly? How 

else can we explain all the battles on “Capitol Hill,” or the recent primary election in 

New York. The New York youngsters primaried a declared socialist, a Uganda born 

immigrant, promising them the moon. Most of these youngsters’ lives have been 

extremely privileged, yet they want a government that will own everything and provide 

for them, just like mummy and daddy have always done. 

Government owned land, grocery stores, farms, businesses… WHAAAT THE HECK are 

New Yorkers thinkin? My first argument is that nothing run by government is efficient; 

lack of competition brings an apathy toward others. Look at the Post Office or any other 

institutions that are run by government (local, state or federal) employees; the lines at 

the DMV should convince you not to have government run grocery stores! 

I don’t particularly like to refer to our states by color, but for the sake of this article I will. 

The blue states (run by democrats) are dirty, broke, messy, plagued with crime, and 

homelessness. California continues to elect Princess Gavin as their governor, who 

spends more time on his appearance than he does on governing. California nearly 

burned to the ground more than once during Princess Gavin’s reign. However, 

Californians keep electing him; filling him with such puffed-up undeserved confidence, 

he could probably skip a Botox appointment or two. Princess Gavin is so full of himself 



he’s probably ordered a tailor to create his special look as he, like a professional 

model, saunters down the red-carpet runway to the White House. 

I shared with my radio audience earlier this week an article that is so right-on. Our 

Constitution isn’t suspended, it’s buried under piles of federal laws, emergency powers 

and executive orders. Thus, today we are dealing with one federal law, mandate, 

regulation after another. To quote the Declaration of Independence: 

Grievance # 10. “He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 

swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.” 

I see no difference, really, in how our “political” leaders are governing us today! 

When the democrat socialist party (that’s actually too mild a title for them) do not get 

what they want, they will cheat, riot, murder and cause continued chaos throughout the 

land. They want We the People to cry uncle and capitulate to their socialistic governing 

ways. Isn’t it strange hearing them scream “unconstitutional” when their very 

socialistic ideals are completely opposite of our Constitution; “unconstitutional?” 

But that isn’t what happened in New York. Just like Californians, New Yorkers willingly 

walked themselves closer to the gallows of government slavery. 

To quote Thomas Paine once again: “Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, 

has declared that she has a right (not only to TAX) but “to BIND us in ALL CASES 

WHATSOEVER” and if being bound in that manner, is not slavery, then is there not 

such a thing as slavery upon earth.” 

Watching NEW YORK do it “their way” along with other states and cities across America 

leaning to slavery and not Liberty, I can’t help but wonder, “Do we weep for liberty, 

which we have lost, or do we simply not understand the substance and sacrifice 

for which we once were made privileged?” 

Obtained too cheaply! “Esteem too lightly!” 

https://substack.com/redirect/c761d965-a0f9-4d79-8346-c08d6f2ab9ad?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


Failing to appreciate the sacrifices and the blood that was shed so that We the People 

in America would be a free and independent people, a sovereign nation, is costing us 

greatly. 

Our Constitutional Republic has become an oligarchy of institutions, and our elected 

officials seem to only be working on their “portfolios” and for their next election. Today, 

as the Senate approaches a deadline for the Big Beautiful Bill, an unelected bureaucrat 

is running the Senate chambers and literally dissecting a vast amount of the bill’s 

spending cuts. According to the Daily Caller News Foundation, Senate Parliamentarian 

Elizabeth MacDonough claimed the Medicaid reforms will have to be struck to comply 

with stringent budget rules. Budget Rules? So, we’re no longer looking to the 

Constitution but to a “Byrd Rule?” I don’t think so! This unelected democrat appointed 

bureaucrat now holds authority of “the purse” of the American People? Once again, I 

don’t think so! Elected Senate Majority Leader John Thune should permanently retire 

Ms. MacDonough immediately! 

As we are just a week from celebrating our country’s “Independence Day,” it is 

important to understand just what that document declared and then ask ourselves, 

how independent are we today? Electing socialists and allowing bureaucrats to rule 

and legislate around our constitution doesn’t coincide with the vision of Life and Liberty 

given to us by our Founding Fathers. 

The sixth grievance listed in the Declaration of Independence reads: 

“He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 

whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People 

at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the 

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.” 

How cheap is your Liberty? 



Please take time to read the Declaration of Independence and understand we are under 

tyranny today; tyranny that is brought on by our own apathy and ignorance on the part of 

We the People. 
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AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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PI2025 #0717 – Passive Sovereign Citizenry Appears 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

letsgofirstclass.com 

"I think the terror most people are concerned with is the IRS." 

~ Malcolm Forbes 
Tuesday, 

July 1st, 2025 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ 29,292,422,920,494. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,904 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.91%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 37,013,438,291,233. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $323,051; every citizen $108,002. 

 

"Ancient Rome surely did not expect its sudden fall any more than the Soviet Union did in 1991, or 

than America does now. 

~ "Mallory Factor 
 

 
“Our, the American People’s” media have it as a direct quote from America ‘s Supreme Court of the United 

States (SCOTUS) Chief Justice John Roberts: “It would be good if people appreciated it’s not the judges’ fault 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


that a correct interpretation of the law meant that, no, you don’t get to do this.” Might be so.  Somebody, in any 

case, is at fault. Look far enough, our passive sovereign citizenry appears. 

 

"The object of life is not to be on the side of the majority, but to escape finding oneself in the ranks of 

the insane." 

~ Marcus Aurelius 
 

 
“We, the American People,” if we hope to have our sovereign citizenry power remain intact, had better come 

to grips we are Liberty’s last line of defense. SCOTUS Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, in a recent 22-page 

critique on SCOTUS claimed courts must have power to order one and all, including government executives, to 

do as courts say do – and SCOTUS – in error - caters to executive whim. 

 

"Endless money forms the sinews of war." 

~ Marcus Tillius Cicero 
 



 
There Will Not Likely Be A Requiem from “Us, the American People” for SCOTUS decisions until we force 

Justice-held personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) from SCOTUS decisions.  Generally, from court 

decisions nation-wide.  No small task.  America is riddled with people’s preoccupation to have government 

provide safety, prosperity, and contentment for all, regardless cost paid by others. 

 

"Freedom suppressed and again regained bites with keener fangs than freedom never endangered." 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero 
 



 
A Free Society Is Impossible When diverse camps work to have government pass and implement laws favoring 

some people over others.   America’s judicial system, by Chief Justice Roberts observation, court rulings result 

in winners and losers, losers not happy.  We, as a sovereign citizenry, have power to cull laws not having 

universal application without prejudice.  Regardless magistrate-held PAVB. 

 

"To be ignorant of what happened before you were born...is to live the life of a child forever." 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero 
 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into defined-benefit contracts with collective bargaining units.  They 

forbid government from eroding their property rights. 
 

"Liberty is rendered even more precious by the recollection of servitude." 

~ Marcus Tullius Cicero 
 

 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 



Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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