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PI2026 #0460 – Submit To Their Dictates 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 
“If a nation values anything more than freedom, it will lose its freedom; and the irony of it is that if it is comfort 

or money that it values more, it will lose that, too.” 

~ Somerset Maugham 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

July 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $39,285,416,608,038. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$ 117,270  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  138.09%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,266,111,344,866. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,964; every citizen $114,124. 

 
“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government. It can only exist until a majority of voters 

discover that they can vote themselves largess out of the public treasury.” 

~ Alexander Tytler 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Popes And Presidents (Legislators and clerics) work relentlessly to control “Our, the American People’s” 

(everyone’s) behavior by lawful and doctrinal authority.  Papal or presidential authority is not seen limited to 

national borders or congregational faithful.  They, by their willingness to exert their Constitutional and 

proclaimed theological jurisdiction, work to have everyone submit to their dictates. 

 

“A liberal is someone who feels a great debt to his fellow man, which debt he proposes to pay off with your 

money.” 

~ G. Gordon Liddy 

 



 
Recent Media Outlet Articles report President Donald J. Trump enthusiastic over America’s Supreme Court of 

the United Stated (SCOTUS) concurrence with his use of presidential authority to exercise SCOTUS-agreed 

hire-fire authority over America’s federal executive branch. Other media coverage highlights rebuttal positions 

justifying Pope Leo XIV’s position against Iranian conflict and migration. 

 

“The United States is a nation of laws, badly written and randomly enforced.” 

~ Frank Zappa 

 



 
“We, the American People” would be smart to temper our enthusiasm for either Pope Leo or President Donald 

J. Trump in their proclaimed positional authority to act as they will to deal with crises they deem under their 

purview.   All said and done, Pope Leo and President Donald J. act to use their positional authority to have their 

personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) be made compulsory. 

 

“Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women. When it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.” 

~ Learned Hand 

 

 



Leaders, No Matter Their Position or title, are formally or informally tasked with getting people to do as people 

would not ordinarily do.  It is up to “Us, the American People,” along with people anywhere and everywhere 

who aspire to be intellectually and socio-economically free, to see to it leaders, regardless their authoritative 

proclamations, are not empowered to make their PAVB compulsory. 

 

“It is sobering to reflect that one of the best ways to get yourself a reputation as a dangerous citizen these days 

is to go about repeating the very phrases which our founding fathers used in the struggle for independence.” 

~ Charles A. Beard 

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional constraint.  They 

exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

“A nation of sheep will beget a government of wolves.” 

~ Edward R. Murrow 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0459 – Surprise To Thinking People 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 
“When the government’s boot is on your throat, whether it is a left boot or a right boot is of no consequence.” 

~ Gary Lloyd 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Friday, 

July 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $39,285,416,608,038. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$ 117,270  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  138.09%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,266,111,344,866. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,964; every citizen $114,124. 
 

 
 

“Every decent man is ashamed of the government he lives under.” 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Media Outlets Tell “Us, the American People” Big Apple is losing tax revenue in billions because wealthier 

New York City residents are taking their leave.  Big Apple Mayor Zohran Mamdani, looking for ways to recover 

lost revenue and come up with money to pay for ‘free stuff,’ is reported wanting more taxation to cover shortages.  

His Honor’s solution should come as no surprise to thinking people. 

 

“The urge to save humanity is almost always a false front for the urge to rule.” 

~ H.L. Mencken 



 

  
 

  
 

In Spite Of PromisesOf Benefits from confiscating property (wealth)  made to prospective voters, it turns out 

prospective voters get to pay higher taxes for promised benefits. “We, the American People,” though we have 



had two-and-a-half-centuries to learn and heed otherwise, continue to elect people who make promises they 

can’t keep when it comes to ‘tax-the-rich’ because ‘the rich’ intend staying rich. 

 

“It is not the business of government to make men virtuous or religious, or to preserve the fool from the 

consequences of his own folly.” 

~ Henry George 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” representative Constitutional republic governmental from allow voters to cast 

ballots for anyone they choose, in spite of election rules such as much bandied Constitutional rule no one can 

serve more than two presidential terms.  Voters can write in presidential candidates they choose. Denying write-

in votes is to deny voter franchise to choose representatives of their choice. 

 

“Where morality is present, laws are unnecessary. Without morality, laws are unenforceable.” 

~ Anonymous 



 

   
 

  
 

It Would Be Smart For Us Americans, a sovereign citizenry, to keep front-and-center in our views of 

government we can expect government officials and prospective government officials will, when they can, 

confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice.   Our power as a sovereign citizenry, lets us keep government 

on a short stay to protect people from losing property (wealth) and choice (Liberty). 

 

“Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. Moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue.” 

~ Barry Goldwater  



 

  
 

   
 

People Deciding To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to enact, impose, or increase taxes without securing a majority vote approval in all 

jurisdictions affected.  They protect against property confiscation. 
 

“Liberty is not a means to a political end. It is itself the highest political end.” 

~ Lord Acton 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0458 – (BA) Has America Ceased Being Good? 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Friday, 

July 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $39,285,416,608,038. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$ 117,270  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  138.09%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,266,111,344,866. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,964; every citizen $114,124. 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (Has America Ceased Being Good?) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

Has America Ceased Being Good? 

What would Alexis de Tocqueville observe today in America? 

BETH ANN  

 

JUL 13 
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Upgrade to paid 
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7-13-2026 

According to John Adams you simply cannot legislate morals. 

“We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions unbridled 

by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge or gallantry, would break the strongest cords of 

our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution was made only for a moral and 

religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” John Adams 

Breaking that down shouldn’t be difficult. As we know, the nature of mankind is apt to fall short, 

while some men (or women) are more apt to succumb to greedy ambitions, taking revenge on 

others who might have more, and gain power over many, the majority of citizens are not so 

inclined… or so we hope. 

America’s Declaration of Independence, our Constitution and the Bill of Rights, are all based on 

Biblical laws and principles; without those principles, our founding documents are useless. God is 

recognized as the giver of all rights, inalienable rights: Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

“America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, America will 

cease to be great”— Alex de Tocqueville 

Has America now ceased to be good? 

The Democrat Party has declared themselves to be socialists and communists. Every word from 

their lips and every idea they propose is the opposite of the characteristics of America and the 

American Dream. They believe capitalism is an evil thing, although many of them have profited very 

well by it. There’s a great irony in the case of Bernie Sanders justifying his own millionaire status to 

the selling of his books, which of course were anti-capitalism books. They hate this nation and their 

new party candidates are vowing to destroy the Constitution, do away with borders, never arrest 

criminals, confiscate the wealth of billionaires and wealthy businessmen, and if they resist, unlike 

the criminals, they will be arrested. They are also promising, should they gain a majority in the 

House and Senate, they will immediately begin “going after” President Trump and his 

administration; his cabinet secretaries. JD Pritzker, the communist governor of Illinois, promises to 

arrest members of the administration and go after ICE agents and their families. 



Upgrade to paid 

The Democrat-socialist-party’s platform is a scary thing. There will be no Liberty, no safety and no 

wealth in America, if they should “win the day.” America will rapidly take on the persona of other 

third world countries; Somalia, Haiti, Pakistan, Rwanda (home of Mamdani the NYC Marxist-

Islamist Mayor), El Salvador and many others. The Biden regime let millions from these nations into 

America… and instead of America influencing them to be better, they will tear America down to be 

like their impoverished, pathetic - and crime infested nations. 

The LEFT is a term we have given the evil in this nation. The evil democrat party is now openly anti-

America and anti-American. Their hate is far beyond their hate for President Trump; it is a hate for 

all of America! 

Their positions are all bizarre, unconstitutional, unamerican, perverted and yes, criminal: 

The democrat-socialists want to kill unborn babies. They advocate for abortion on demand even if 

the baby is accidently born alive and breathing… kill it, and like a rat throw it in a bucket. 

They are okay with human trafficking and actually enabled it during the Biden error. 

They hate women and want to remove their rights, such as Title IX, advocating it for biological 

males. 

They insist on sexually perverted behavior. 

They are foulmouthed and obscene. 

They promote MAP (minor attracted persons) as normal, which is yet another form of human 

trafficking, abuse and slavery. Recently the communist Governor of Minnesota (Tim Walsh) 

pardoned a child rapist. Thankfully Secretary Rubio removed the man’s immigration status and 

deported him. 

They promote and use the mentally ill (gender dysphoria) trans confused people and furries to 

create chaos and instability in our nation. 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.FiERkb7bkeFUR_4iFt9JXx71lZyMSy3Yz7Bn4XqXpIQ?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=206934241


They are ok with murdering those who believe differently and celebrate such heinous acts as 

assassination. 

They are ok with ruining lives of others, who “hurt their feelings,” CANCEL CULTURE! 

They don’t believe in God but believe they can remove Him! Not gonna work! 

They do not believe in laws or local police; they will however, initiate “brown shirts” should they 

ever have power in this nation. 

They do not believe in our Constitution; they loathe it. 

They are a selfish – godless people led by the evil one. 

They lack in morals and have zero self-respect; If it feels good do it! 

They have zero personal accountability. 

Most in their positions have never done a hard day’s work; not Bernie, not Mamdani, not AOC, not 

Omar, not Platner…They all believe you owe them your wages. 

They believe in government, not God. 

Upgrade to paid 

The democrat-socialist party has ceased to be good, if they ever were. It was their party that 

defended slavery, initiated Jim Crow policies and brought about the civil war. It was their party that 

began welfare in order to “keep the black vote” forever; a political form of slavery. It is their party 

that refuses school choice, places pornography in the elementary schools, and continues push the 

lie of “Separation of Church and State.” 

Americans need to step back and look at what is happening. Evil is trying to destroy America, which 

was established as a Christian nation. 

French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, after visiting America in 1831, said “I sought for the greatness 

of the United States in her commodious harbors, her ample rivers, her fertile fields, and boundless 

forests—and it was not there. I sought for it in her rich mines, her vast world commerce, her public 
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school system, and in her institutions of higher learning— and it was not there. I looked for it in her 

democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution—and it was not there. Not until I went into 

the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the 

secret of her genius and power. America is great because America is good, and if America ever 

ceases to be good, America will cease to be great!” 

What would Alexis de Tocqueville observe today in America? 

Has America ceased to be good? 

Upgrade to paid 

The Armor of God: Ephesians 6:10-16 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 

take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 

when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 

the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

America ceased to be good because we have forgotten our God, therefore the enemies are here 

and we are now plagued with Godlessness, lawlessness, and evil. 

If you are a “born again” Christian; a believer in the one and only God and His Son, our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, get on your knees first, but then, get up, get active and fight to stop the evil communists in 

America and… 

Bring America Home© 
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Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: Podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Loving Liberty Network 

Range Magazine 

Power the Future 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

R-CALF USA 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To receive new 

posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the full 

experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0457 – Policies Have Worsened Housing 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 
“The power to tax is the power to destroy.” 

~ John Marshall 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
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July 17th, 2026 
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US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$ $39,285,416,608,038. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$ 117,270  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  138.09%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,266,111,344,866. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $355,964; every citizen $114,124. 
 

 
 

“[When the Athenians finally wanted not to give to society but for society to give to them, when the freedom 

they wished for most was freedom from responsibility, then Athens ceased to be free and was never free again.” 

~ Edward Gibbon 

 

  

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

Media Reports Accurate, “Our, the American People’s” Big Apple Mayor Zohran Mamdani had few words by 

way of explanation for increases in city homeless numbers.  Mayor Mamdani is reported to have resorted to 

explaining city policy on homelessness as organized to develop trust in a mutual effort to make life better for 

everyone involved.  Critics claim Mamdani policies have worsened housing. 

 

“It may be better to live under robber barons than under omnipotent moral busybodies. ” 

~ C. S. Lewis 

 

  



 

  
 

“We, the American People,” for reasons inexplicable, persist in electing legislator-politicians who have all but 

no success delivering on promises to make life better for those in need by confiscating property (wealth) from 

those who legislator-politicians deem have too much property (wealth).  We should know, know unmistakably, 

it is consumers, not wealthy people, who pay confiscation’s price. 

 

“Vices are simply the errors which a man makes in his search after his own happiness. Unlike crimes, they imply 

no malice toward others, and no interference with their persons or property.” 

~ Lysander Spooner 



 

  
 

  
 

Free Societies Remain Free by free citizens acting to make sure government costs do not unnecessarily tap 

wealth by indirectly causing cost-of-living price increases.  Free economies produce wealth by turning a profit 

from sales.  Meaning, when price minus cost-of-sales leaves business owners, employees, and investors with 

money available to increase equity.  Government costs reduce equity. 

 

“In order to get power and retain it, it is necessary to love power; but love of power is not connected with 

goodness but with qualities that are the opposite of goodness, such as pride, cunning, and cruelty.” 

~ Leo Tolstoy  

 



  
 

  
 

It Is Incumbent On “Us, the American People” to have a thorough grasp of how it is we have power to live in 

freedom under principles of Liberty, no matter how skillful are they who would replace freedom with 

subservience under governmental paternalism where our every care is met, every need satisfied.  Living in a 

cornucopia of welfare, all provided by nothing more than foregoing choice. 

 

“There’s no way to rule innocent men. One declares so many things to be a crime that it becomes impossible to 

live without breaking laws.” 

~ Ayn Rand 



 

 
 

  
 

People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“If ye love wealth greater than liberty, the tranquility of servitude greater than the animating contest for freedom, 

go home from us in peace. May your chains set lightly upon you; and may posterity forget that ye were our 

countrymen.” 

~ Samuel Adams 
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~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 
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~   President Taft 
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