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PI2026 #0472 – Based On Papal Urgings 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“A sword never kills anybody; it is a tool in the killer’s hand.” 

~ Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Thursday, 

July 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$39,548,925,600,730. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$$118,057  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  139%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,453,987,634,131. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,620; every citizen $114,598. 

 

“He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one.” 

~ the Bible, Luke 22:36. 

 

 
Much As It Would Be Nice for hostilities among nations to stop based on Papal urgings. Popes have 

no practical way of stopping war torn bloodshed.  Pope Leo XIV, media coverage accurate, has urged 

countries involved in Persian Gulf-Strait of Hormuz battleground to stop fighting and return to peace 

table talks.  Scrapping country leaders have no basis to think Pope Leo can be fair-minded or just. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

“Among the many misdeeds of the British rule in India, history will look upon the act of depriving a 

whole nation of arms, as the blackest.” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi 

 

 
“We, the American People” might have cause to think Papal guided peace talks would bear fruit if 

peace talks to date had brought about lasting hostility cessation.  Media reports, along with related 

energy price fluctuations indicate no side is ready to relent.  U.S. forces are committed to keep Hormuz 

Strait open to shipping, and, President Donald J. Trump, standing by his word, will use force. 

 

“These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the 

United Nations.” 

~ UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 29(3). 



 
Pope Leo Is Between A Rock And A Hard Spot when it comes to getting national leaders to abide by 

his urgings.   Popes speak to “Us, the American People” from positions of theological authority.  No 

practical authority exists when it comes to transforming Papal verbiage to street level behavior.  There 

is no basis for thinking Papal urges can be enforced, should peace talk participants opt to break away. 

 

“The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of the blessings. The inherent blessing of 

socialism is the equal sharing of misery.” 

~ Winston Churchill 

 



 
Tenets Of Faitha And Preceptes of Constitutions are subordinate to law, be it law based on Faith or 

Constitution.  Survival overrides prospect of cooperation when “Our, the American People’s” leaders, 

Israel’s government, Iranian regime, or any other nation considers itself backed into a corner by force.  

Or by peace table negotiation.  Deep rooted resentment might take decades to percolate into war again. 

 

“There is only one basic human right, the right to do as you damn well please. And with it comes the 

only basic human duty, the duty to take the consequences.” 

~ P.J. O’Rourke  

 

   
 People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They refuse 

to live in fear or at risk brought on by “State” policy. 
 



“Whenever is found what is called a paternal government, there is found state education. It has been 

discovered that the best way to ensure implicit obedience is to commence tyranny in the nursery.” 

~ Benjamin Disraeli 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0471 – Be Free To Users  

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Here’s your enemy for this week, the government says. And some gullible Americans click their heels 

and salute – often without knowing who or even where the enemy of the week is.” 

~ Charley Reese 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Thursday, 

July 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$39,548,925,600,730. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$$118,057  ///   Debt as 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/


% of GDP  139%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,453,987,634,131. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,620; every citizen $114,598. 

 

 
 

“The great virtue of a free market system is that it does not care what color people are; it does not care 

what their religion is; it only cares whether they can produce something you want to buy. It is the most 

effective system we have discovered to enable people who hate one another to deal with one another 

and help one another.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 

   

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

Somewhere, Somehow, Someone Pays.  It doesn’t matter how “We, the American People” might line 

up for or against socialism, democratic socialism democratic progressives, capitalism, or any socio-

economic governance system is structured, someone pays.  Ultimately, consumers pay every penny of 

production costs.   Basic needs are not fulfilled from thin air.  Nor do they happen by proclamation. 

 

“The best government is the one that charges you the least blackmail for leaving you alone.” 

~ Thomas Rudmose-Brown  

 

  



  
 

“Our, the American People’s” media has an article in circulation on how Congressional Senator Bernie 

Sanders’s Healthcare For All proposal is characterized as a “Taxes For All” scheme.  Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), suspected of manipulating our views, notes Senator Sanders, back in 2019 claimed 

his single payer healthcare proposal meant healthcare would be free to users at point of service.   

 

“If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it’s free.” 

~ P.J. O’Rourke ) 

  



 

  
 

It Would Be Smart for “Us, the American People” to require anyone who tells us we will have free 

things or free services to be crystal clear on from where and from whom funds will come to pay for 

free things or free services.   When government is called on to provide anything, government has to 

come up with funds to make available whatever is to be made available.  Production costs are not free. 

 

“The Government is like a baby’s alimentary canal, with a happy appetite at one end and no 

responsibility at the other.” 

~ Ronald Reagan 

 

  



 

   
 

Senator Sanders Maintains Healthcare should be a fundamental right.  Rights, be they legal, morally 

intrinsic, or acknowledged by nothing more than demand, can not be denied.  If healthcare is to be a 

right, then there must be healthcare providers to satisfy healthcare needs.  Some of us would have to 

be doctors, whether we want to be doctors or do not.  Or medicine producers. Or AI hospital builders. 

 

“Americans have the right and advantage of being armed – unlike the citizens of other countries whose 

governments are afraid to trust the people with arms.” 

~ James Madison 

 



  
 

  
 

People Prepared To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“The whole of the Bill [of Rights] is a declaration of the right of the people at large or considered as 

individuals … .” 

~ Albert Gallatin  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  



 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2026 #0470 – (BA) When Cunning, Ambitious and Unprincipled Men Run Political Parties 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Thursday, 

July 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$39,548,925,600,730. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$$118,057  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  139%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,453,987,634,131. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,620; every citizen $114,598. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (When Cunning, Ambitious and Unprincipled Men 

Run Political Parties) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com


 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

When Cunning, Ambitious and 

Unprincipled Men Run Political 

Parties 

“Show me a man that gets rich by being a politician, and I’ll show you 

a crook.” President Harry S. Truman 

BETH ANN  

 

JUL 20 
    

  

  

 
  

 
  

 
   

READ IN APP  

   

  

Upgrade to paid 

7-20-2026 

Speaker Mike Johnson made the comment last week that “The enemy is at the 

gate.” I do not disagree with him, except many of those enemies have already 

walked through the gate (border) and they are in the process of destroying 

America. The land of the free and the home of the brave will become a desolate 

nation plagued with violence, slavery, hunger and death. 

Thomas Jefferson warned us: “When once a republic is corrupted, there is no 

possibility of remedying any of the rising evils, but by removing the 

corruption and restoring its lost principles: every other correction is either 

useless or a new evil.” 

I’d like for us to dissect this message from Jefferson. 

First: His statement did not say when once a “democracy” is corrupted… 

Because the United States of America was not established as a democracy; it 

was established as a republic, a Constitutional Republic. So, when you hear the 
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media and politicians use the word democracy and claim that one or the other is 

destroying democracy, you are being gaslighted. 

Democracy is mob rule. While there is a system of voting, it is always the 

majority ruling, leaving the minority without a true voice and without Liberty. Our 

Constitutional Republic established the electoral college. It is only used for 

Presidential elections. Otherwise, the more populated areas (the large cities) 

would rule over the rural areas in every election, leaving those in rural areas no 

true voice. 

The fact that the democrat-socialists want to do away with the electoral college, 

is evidence of corruption. It is not that they do not understand the purpose of the 

electoral college, on the contrary, they understand it very well and are willing to 

leave rural America without a voice in governing; no consent of the governed 

allowed. 

Fraudulent uses of federal social programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, 

Welfare (SNAP) and other programs are without a doubt theft from the American 

people, and corrupt. However, these programs, as well as many others, have 

been set up in such a way that they invite fraud. Would a healthy nation really 

need such large and long-term entitlements? 

I contend, however, that these examples are products of fraud and corruption 

that already exists within our government officials. It is also a fact, that we the 

people have allowed such fraud and corruption for our own greedy purposes. 

Upgrade to paid 

Second: Remove the corruption. What then corrupted our Republic? 

It was never the intention of our framers that politicians would have a lucrative 

career as elected officials. It was also not a part of the plan to have lifetime 

employees of bureaucracy, making policies by way of regulations, forcing 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.EAyOARPtf3Btsd3P-PD6WhjsOMmhYauR4UGIzjyF2nM?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=207803512


licenses, selling permits and “mandating” your life in all cases whatsoever! 

(Taxes are taxes no matter their title or purpose) 

Career politicians make promises and voters want to be recipients of such 

promises. 

In his farewell address, George Washington warned us that political parties 

would eventually become a problem. “However [political parties] may now 

and then answer popular ends, they are likely in the course of time and 

things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and 

unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to 

usurp for themselves the reins of government...” 

Cunning, Ambitious, and Unprincipled Men – I contend to you, is very much 

bipartisan. I once had a listener who would tell me, “Those who make the laws, 

use the laws.” 

If your career ambition is to be a politician, then you will always be seeking to 

improve yourself with more power and more personal wealth. The only way to 

achieve those things is to usurp them from the people you represent. 

“Show me a man that gets rich by being a politician, and I’ll show you a 

crook.” The late democrat President, Harry S. Truman 

Have you noticed that most of our elected officials are wealthier than their 

constituents? And may I add here, if this is now a career, they should no longer 

get those “breaks” which were designed for them to go take care of their homes 

and businesses. 

Politicians have put in place policies that usually benefit themselves and yes, 

whatever party with which they are affiliated. We know when Bernie Sanders ran 

for president, his wife was very well paid as a campaign worker. And we highly 

suspect Hillary, and the party, bribed him to step down and allow Hillary Clinton 

to shatter that proverbial ceiling. 



It was at the beginning of President Trump’s 2nd term that DOGE was created to 

search for wasteful spending and fraud. The democrats squealed like stuck 

hogs, and they began their fight to keep their “corruption.” This article explains 

what happened when cunning, ambitious and unprincipled men created 

policies that were “set” to hide corruption, instead of removing or exposing it. 

While it divulges much fraud and corruption by democrats, the republicans were 

far from innocent. 

Upgrade to paid 

It makes me wonder at times, are We the People just suckers and useful 

idiots? But aren’t We the People greedy and selfish, which plays right into the 

hands of those career politicians? 

Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Fraser Tytler both gave warnings as to why a 

democracy is not a good form of governance. I believe, if we are honest, we can 

see the truth of their words. 

“A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of government. It can only 

exist until the majority discovers it can vote itself largess out of the public 

treasury.” Alexander Fraser Tytler 

Who is that majority? 

“When the people find that they can vote themselves money, that will 

herald the end of the republic.” Benjamin Franklin. Was this what Franklin 

meant when he commented, “A Republic, if you can keep it…?” 

We can point the fingers of corruption to many, but perhaps it is our lack of 

understanding regarding those original principles upon which our nation was 

established. 

Upgrade to paid 

Remove the corruption! 
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This is our responsibility as citizens; “Consent of the Governed.” Though 250 

years have passed, it is still We the People who should be ruling regarding our 

governance. 

It is somewhat an enigma these days with communications being so quick and 

available that we seem to know our politicians less. Their policies are 

intentionally a mishmash of lawyer talk, and well… We the People have grown 

weary and perhaps discouraged. 

“It will be of little avail to the people that the laws are made by men of their 

own choice, if the laws be so voluminous that they cannot be read, or so 

incoherent that they cannot be understood.” James Madison. Then of course 

there’s the famous quote from Nancy Pelosi, “First we have to pass the bill and 

then we will read the bill.” She was not looking out for the Liberty of We the 

People. 

To remove the corruption, we must vote the corrupt out of office. This cannot be 

done in one election. Voting in a “great” president is not going to fix the 

corruption in DC, for there are many (both sides of the aisle) who will attack him. 

When We the People vote for our own present greedy benefits, we too are 

corrupt; for we are thieving from our own children and grandchildren. 

Restoring the lost principles. Most Americans, I dare say, do not know or 

understand what our governing principles are; we know the Bill of Rights and 

those famous words of inalienable rights: Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness; but what about the principles? 

The core principles of the United States’ constitutional republic are the rule of 

law, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, and the 

protection of minority rights against majority tyranny. (Our Founding Fathers 

believed democracy to be the majority tyranny.) These concepts were designed 



to prevent authoritarianism, localized corruption, and sudden, passion-driven 

legislative shifts. 

Upgrade to paid 

Several years ago, I wrote a series of articles entitled “Our Lost Principles.” 

Let me add one final observation to our topic here. 

“Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is 

wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” John Adams 

While Obama, and many others in our “government” continue to tell us that we 

are not, and never were a Christian nation, that is a lie. Our principles are that 

our laws are based on biblical laws and without those, we will continue to 

have Cunning, Ambitious, and Unprincipled Men. 

Unless we remove the corruption, “every other correction is either useless or a 

new evil.” In that, I encourage you to get out and vote against every democrat 

candidate! They are out to destroy our Constitutional Republic and replace it 

with a tyrannical-Marxist-Islamist cult, which will assuredly bring America down, 

leaving only death and destruction. There will be no Life, no Liberty and 

absolutely no freedom to pursue Happiness. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“The Constitution shall never be construed … to prevent the people of the United States who are 

peaceable citizens from keeping their own arms.” 

~ Samuel Adams 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
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Thursday, 

July 23rd, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$39,548,925,600,730. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$$$118,057  ///   Debt as 

% of GDP  139%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,453,987,634,131. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $356,620; every citizen $114,598. 

 

 
 

“I should have loved freedom, I believe, at all times, but in the time in which we live I am ready to 

worship it.” 

~ Alexis De Toqueville 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

It Is Never Enough.  When More is better, too much is not enough.  “We, the American People” would 

be smart to take note – serious note – of a media article reporting a Golden State Congressional House 

of Representatives legislator says wealth taxes should extend beyond billionaires to said legislator’s 

wealth (property) owners he characterizes as ‘centimillionaires.’ We can surmise, finally, all taxpayers. 

 

“I have sworn upon the altar of god, eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of 

man.” 



~ Thomas Jefferson (1800) 

 

  
 

  



 

It Would Be Smart – Very Smart – for “Us, the American People” to bear in mind taxes – all taxes – 

are paid, directly or indirectly, by consumers.  Consumers create all wealth by virtue of their goods and 

services purchases.  Wealth (property) ownership happens when entrepreneurs sell goods and services 

at a profit.  Investors share in profit (wealth/property generation) by purchasing business market shares. 

 

“I believe we are on an irreversible trend toward more freedom and democracy – but that could 

change.” 

~ Al Gore 

 

   
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” government (any government) is imperative only to protect people’s 

rights and defend against aggression.  We have, foolishly, let government intrude beyond protecting 



rights and national defense.  Government uses selective, arbitrary, and discriminatory legislation, 

taxation, and regulation (SADLT&R) to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty). 

 

“If you have ten thousand regulations, you destroy all respect for the law.” 

~ Winston Churchill 

 

  
 

  
 

Government Will Not Stop Confiscating property (wealth) or restricting choice (Liberty) until ordinary 

people, as a sovereign citizenry, stop government from using SADLT&R to exact wealth at government 



discretion.  Movements to tax wealthier people serve as nothing more than initiatives to tax as 

government sees fit to satisfy government needs.  No ordinary person has a similar option.  None. 

 

 “Tyranny is always better organized than freedom.” 

~ Charles Peguy 

 

  
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect their lives and property against “State” 

intrusion. 
 



“The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the Republican model of government, 

are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the experiment entrusted to the hands of 

the American people.” 

~ George Washington 
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"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 
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