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PI2026 #0520 – Are No Free Lunches 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“I do not believe that the government should have its long nose poked into the private consensual 

relationships between people.” 

~ John Anderson 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Monday, 

August 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$39,867,640,326,058. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,008  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,909,952,422,990. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,714; every citizen $115,851. 
 

 
 

“When goods don’t cross borders, soldiers will.” 

~ Fredric Bastiat 
 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

   
 

“We, the American People” would be complete fools to be lured in by legislator-politicians who 

introduce bills to eliminate property taxes – or any taxes.  Government operates, by and large, by a 

concept known as ‘revenue neutral.’  Government does not stand by and watch its coffers drop off 

because taxes are reduced or eliminated.  Government sustains revenue flow at taxpayer expense.  

 

“Manufacturing and commercial monopolies owe their origin not to a tendency imminent in a capitalist 

economy but to governmental interventionist policy directed against free trade and laissez faire.” 

~ Ludwig Mises, 



 

  
 

   
 

It Is Folly For “Us, the American People” to allow government to sustain revenue by using ‘revenue 

neutral’ to increase revenue from some taxes if revenue from other taxes is reduced.  One needs only 

to call on a government official to reduce taxes to hear from said official government has to be able to 

lay its bills.  Reality is government pays its bills with other people’s (taxpayers’) money.  Cunning.  

 

“Experience should teach us to be most on our guard to protect liberty when the government’s purposes 

are beneficial … .” 

~ Louis D. Brandeis 



 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” effort to reduce or eliminate taxes, while an easy cause to take on, is 



not a winning battle.  Government officials are no different than anyone.  Their foremost priority is to 

keep their jobs.  Private sector employees have no choice but to find new jobs if they lose their jobs.  

No reason why government employees shouldn’t face similar circumstances. There are no free lunches. 

 

“Tariffs, quotas and other import restrictions protect the business of the rich at the expense of high cost 

of living for the poor.” 

~ Alan Burris 
 

  



 

   
 

Our Effort Where Taxes Are Concerned should be focused on lowering cost of government.  All 

government costs are paid for from private sector wealth creation.  There is no reason why government 

employees who lose their jobs due government cost reduction could not find private sector 

employment.  Government, in effect, is a parasitic liability on private sector marketplace productivity 

 

“Perhaps the removal of trade restrictions throughout the world would do more for the cause of 

universal peace than can any political union of peoples separated by trade barriers.” 

~ Frank Chodorov 
 

 



 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to permit federal authorities or courts to define or limit their 10th Amendment 

powers beyond specific Constitutional constraint.  They protect their lives and property against “State” 

intrusion. 
 

“The legacy of Democrats and Republicans approaches: Libertarianism by bankruptcy.” 

~ Nick Nuessle 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0519 – Means Other Than Revolt 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“If we were directed from Washington when to sow and when to reap, we would soon want for bread.” 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Monday, 

August 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$39,867,640,326,058. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,008  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,909,952,422,990. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,714; every citizen $115,851. 

 

 
 

“The high rate of unemployment among teenagers, and especially black teenagers, is both a scandal 

and a serious source of social unrest. Yet it is largely a result of minimum wage laws. We regard the 

minimum wage law as one of the most, if not the most, anti-black laws on the statute books.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

  
 

Media Outlets Are Reporting MAGA is all for socialism, and, “Our, the American People’s” 

Democratic National Committee (DNC) has 0fficially voted to get rid of ICE and related incarceration. 

<AGA for socialism, DNC wants to abolish Ice and ICE jails.  Both are expressions our better 

judgement would be to consider how MAFA and ICE would operate, socialism prevailing, ICE out. 

 



“Nothing can destroy a government more quickly than its failure to observe its own laws, or worse, its 

disregard of the charter of its own existence” 

~ Tom C. Clark – Mapp vs. Ohio 

 

    
 

   
 

“We, the American People” would be smart to regard virtually every political movement bearing on 

reforming how Americas does official business as intent on making its leadership’s personal attitudes, 

values, and beliefs (PAVB) lawfully compulsory, and virtually every other American law and policy 

subject to such movement’s approval.  We would be fools to think reform means other than revolt. 

 

“Our forefathers made one mistake. What they should have fought for was representation without 

taxation.” 

~ Fletcher Knebel 



 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions, despite 

their founders’ and authors’ ostensible intent to promote and underwrite self-government, are not 

infallible documents, firstly, and secondly, are incapable of underpinning self-government by their very 

existence.  They represent articulated ideas for a sovereign citizenry to provide for self-determination. 

 

“Those who do not learn from the mistakes of history are doomed to repeat them.” 

~ George Santayana 



 

  
 

  
 

We, By Our Nature, Seek Lawful Enforcement for our sense of right, wrong, and socio-economic 

opportunities for life, Liberty, and pursuit of happiness unimpeded by officialdom’s lawfully 

enforceable PAVB.  Tyranny, in contrast, is unlikely to ever relent in its quest for complete 

subjectification of everyone within reach.  A freedom fighter’s quest, then, is to deny tyranny its reach.     

  

“Every man has a property in his own person. This nobody has any right to but himself. The labor of 

his body and the work of his hands are properly his.” 

~ John Locke 



 

  
 

   
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into defined-benefit contracts with collective bargaining units to 

confiscate American’s property. They exercise citizen sovereignty to protect their property. 
 

“There are more instances of the abridgement of the freedom of the people by the gradual and silent 

encroachment of those in power, than by violent and sudden usurpation.” 

~ James Madison 



Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0518 – (BA) THE SIRENS’ SONG OF TYRANNY 

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Monday, 

August 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$39,867,640,326,058. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,008  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,909,952,422,990. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,714; every citizen $115,851. 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth Ann 

From Beyond the Microphone.” (THE SIRENS’ SONG OF TYRANNY) Commentary () below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mea n we should capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

THE SIRENS’ SONG OF TYRANNY 

Lessons we can learn from fables of long ago. 

BETH ANN  

 

AUG 4 
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8-4-2026 

I wrote the following back in August of 2023. Last evening I heard a Fox News Consultant 

use the term “Sirens Song of Communism” …and since “The Odyssey” is currently back in 

the news, I decided to bring this poem back and share it with you once again. There are 

 

mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
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certain American states and cities who have fallen captive to the Sirens’ Song of 

Communism and are leading this nation down the road of tyranny. 

Upgrade to paid 

THE SIRENS’ SONG OF TYRANNY 

 

by Beth Ann (August 16, 2023) 

 

 

The adventures of Liberty in the Souls of mankind 

 

Often travel in waters full of creatures unkind, 

 

Seeking to lure the free soul in their snare, 

 

Singing promises of peace but delivering despair. 

 

 

The sojourner’s voyage home after the war 

 

Is met with temptation along life’s shore, 

 

Creatures so evil they must be disguised, 

 

Their shimmering promises laced with vast lies. 

 

 

Tyranny knows no right or wrong. 

 

Chords of deception are the Sirens’ song. 

 

Listeners are entranced by the strange melody, 

 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.umioDc6JWMEHL0bXgq8M6IDPVI7t90ihwkuPyAOEeB0?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=209835354


What sounds so simple is pure tyranny. 

 

 

Its melodic promises of utopia and ease 

 

Lures with coercion and then it will seize 

 

Freedom, Independence, Liberty, and Life, 

 

Tyranny now rules with oppression and strife. 

 

 

Governing with equity, tyranny doth rule, 

 

Claiming equality is a racist tool. 

 

Dividing We the People makes tyranny strong, 

 

So louder yet it sings its Sirens’ song. 

 

 

Social Policies are the chorus of the Sirens’ song, 

 

What they said would be good, turned out to be wrong. 

 

Our Founding Fathers they made it quite clear 

 

The power of big government is the most to be feared. 

 

 

The Founding Fathers they did us warn, 

 

The sounds of the Sirens around us would swarm. 



 

Enticed by the beauty of the Sirens’ song, 

 

Our inalienable rights now appear to be gone. 

 

 

We the People now recognize the siren’s melody, 

 

The discord and deception in its strange harmony 

 

Rings painfully in our ears, we now understand, 

 

It’s liberty we choose and for God we will stand. 

 

 

While tyranny sings the deceiver’s song, 

 

The song of Liberty sings of freedom strong. 

 

Tyranny sought to enslave and destroy, 

 

God our Deliverer is our Hope and our Joy. 

 

 

We warn once again of the sirens who sing, 

 

Their sharp harmony delivers tyranny. 

 

Stand up for truth and freedom it will bring 

 

Consent of the governed is sweet Liberty. 

 

 



As the music of Orpheus played a sweeter tune, 

 

It is the song of Liberty mankind should cling to. 

 

Drown out the siren’s song of abject tyranny, 

 

Let your voices sing louder for sweet Liberty! 

 

 

Liberty comes from our God up above, 

 

Truth, Freedom, and Justice evidence His Love. 

 

So Dance and Sing for Sweet Liberty, 

 

He has loosed our chains; We are now Free! 

Upgrade to paid 

“There is danger from all men. The only maxim of a free government ought to be to 

trust no man living with power to endanger the public liberty.” John Adams 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another. Galatians 5:13 KJV 

And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all 

the inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every man unto 

his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. Leviticus 25:10 KJV (The 

bolded is the inscription on the Liberty Bell) 

Bring America Home© 

Upgrade to paid 

Listen to today’s podcast: Podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 
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Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 

Loving Liberty Network 

Range Magazine 

Power the Future 

MyPillow - bethann 

Discount Gold and Silver Trading 

R-CALF USA 

Liberty Tabletop | The Only Flatware Made in the USA 

Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  
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Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0517 – Let Bygones Be Forgotten  

ASK A HORSE 
Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Truth and news are not the same thing.” 

~ Katharine Graham 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
Monday, 

August 17th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$39,867,640,326,058. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,008  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,909,952,422,990. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,714; every citizen $115,851. 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
 

“The illegal we do immediately. The unconstitutional takes a bit longer.” 

~ Henry Kissinger 

 

  
 

   
 



Those Of “Us, the American People,” who care to know and do some digging to find out Hormuz 

Strait population, are apt to learn Hormuz Strait has no population.  Hormuz Strait coastal areas, though, 

have a few hundred thousand people of, principally, two nationalities, Iran and Oman. How it is Oman 

has not declared some authority in controlling Hormuz Strait waterway is curious.  A little curious. 

 

“We have to offer up scary scenarios, make simplified dramatic statements, and make little mention of 

any doubts we may have. Each of us has to decide what the right balance is between being effective 

and being honest.” 

~ Stephen Schneider 

 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” President Donald J Trump has, of late, made it known he might declare 

Hormuz Strait a U.S. Territory.  America’s federal (U.S./National) Constitution Territorial Clause 



empowers America’s Congress to legislate for territorial claims.  It may be Hormuz Strait waterway 

countries would not be all too happy with U.S. control over Hormuz Strait.  Crude carriers likely happy. 

 

“I think the terror most people are concerned with is the IRS.” 

~ Malcolm Forbes 

 

  
 

   
 

“We, the American People” are getting ever closer to Election 2026.  We ought not be overly surprised 

if Hormuz Strait and progressive/Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) play unusually heavily in 



Election 2026 results.   Attacks on wealthier people are not losing stream, and socialist-leaning 

legislators and would-be legislators are making their marks on America’s seething political landscape. 

 

“Let the people decide through the marketplace mechanism what they wish to see and hear. Why is 

there this national obsession to tamper with this box of transistors and tubes when we don’t do the same 

for Time magazine?” 

~ Mark Fowler 

 

   
 



  
 

 

However Election 2026 And Hormuz Strait matters pan out, we would be utter fools to believe 

President Donald J. Trump (if his party maintains Congressional majorities) or progressive/DSA gains 

in government legislatures will bring about lasting global tranquility.  There is too much ill will (going 

back thousands of years) for us to overcome with a willingness to let bygones be forgotten bygones 

 

“The usual road to slavery is that first they take away your guns, then they take away your property, 

then last of all they tell you to shut up and say you are enjoying it.” 

~ James A. Donald 



 

  
 

   
 

People Committed To Liveing In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within 

These United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They 

refuse to live in fear or at risk brought on by “State” policy. 
 

“Every friend of freedom must be as revolted as I am by the prospect of turning the United States into 

an armed camp, by the vision of jails filled with casual drug users and of an army of enforcers 

empowered to invade the liberty of citizens on slight evidence.” 

~ Milton Friedman 

 



Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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