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PI2026 #0556 – Legislation Favoring Underclass People 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Any story sounds true until someone tells the other side and sets the record straight.’ 

~ Proverbs 18:17  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  

Wednesday, 

September 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,053,077,984,943. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,561  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,236,,409,188,013. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,795; every citizen $116,657. 

 

 
 

“The worst forms of tyranny, or certainly the most successful ones, are not those we rail against but 

those that so insinuate themselves into the imagery of our consciousness, and the fabric of our lives, as 

not to be perceived as tyranny.” 

~ Michael Parenti  

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Money Goes Where Money Grows.  “We, the American People” are d by sundry media articles people 

who are hit disproportionately are heading for other places where government is not hasty to confiscate 

their property through ‘tax-the-rich’ policies.  Scandinavia is touted as  having wealth taxes whereby 

people are better able to enjoy life through wealth redistribution aimed at fairness and justice for all. 

 

“War is peace; freedom is slavery; ignorance is strength.” 

~ George Orwell  



 

  
 

  
 



For Every Example There’s A Counter example.  Financial media report wealthier Scandinavian 

taxpayers tend to move their money to tax sheltered accounts or invest in instruments less vulnerable 

to taxation.  Like American wealthier taxpayers, Scandinavians not happy with ‘tax-the-rich’ are, if 

they’re not restructuring, are relocating.   Most people don’t like having their property confiscated. 

 

“The Revolution will be complete when the language is perfect.” 

~ George Orwell  

 

  
 

   



 

It Is Likely ‘Tax-The-Rich’ or similar socio-economic movements will be with “Us, the American 

People”: for a long time.  People dissatisfied with their lot in life look for ways they can improve their 

lot in life.  Public office candidates who commiserate with they seeking to improve their lot in life are 

not averse to redistributing wealth by using legal theft through legislation favoring underclass people. 

 

“For the totalitarian mind, adherence to state propaganda does not suffice: one must display proper 

enthusiasm while marching in the parade.” 

~ Noam Chomsky  

 

  
 

  



 

“Our, the American People’s” commonwealth, federal (U.S./National), and state Constitutions are 

powerless to stop government from passing laws allowing government to take property (wealth) from 

those who have more than government decides they need, then giving taken property (wealth) to they 

who are deemed to need it – and who will vote for legislators and candidates who vow to continue so. 

 

“Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one un-

American act that could most easily defeat us all.” 

~ William O. Douglas  

 

   
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to interfere or impose in any way with how responsible citizens choose to 

use their private property.  They protect their property against government intrusion – with force if 

necessary. 
 

“An editor is one who separates the wheat from the chaff and prints the chaff.” 

~ Adlai Stevenson  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0555 – Reject Both As Elitism 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“It takes time to ruin a world, but time is all it takes.” 

~ Bernard DeFoutenelle  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  

Wednesday, 

September 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,053,077,984,943. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,561  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,236,,409,188,013. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,795; every citizen $116,657. 

 

mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com
http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

 
 

“People never believe in volcanoes until the lava actually overtakes them.” 

~ George Santayana  

 

  
 



   
 

There Is A Useful Media Article in circulation comparing Communism and Socialism.  In short, 

Communism is said to be a classless society, Socialism a, sort of, moderated cooperative arrangement 

between pubic/government and private sectors.  “We, the American People” would be smart to 

recognize neither Communism nor Socialism embraces self-government.  And reject both as elitism,  

 

“After you’ve heard two eyewitness accounts of an auto accident, it makes you wonder about history.” 

~ Bits & Pieces  

 

 

 



 

   
 

  
 

Whenever Shared Ownership And Wealth redistribution are placed in hands of centralized planners 

with power to confiscate property (wealth) and restrict choice (Liberty), tyranny is at hand.  “Our, the 



American People’s” representative Constitutional republic governmental form offers self-government 

by election where a sovereign citizenry has ultimate say over government authority.  Not optimal. 

 

“A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday does not know where it is today.” 

~ Robert E. Lee  

 

  
 

  
 

It Might Occur To “Us, the American People” to think representative Constitutional republic 

government form is assurance tyranny will be shunned.  Not so.  A totally free society is more than 

capable of electing tyrannous public officials.  Whether those officials can enforce tyrannical 

government is another matter.  Dictatorial government survives when people are unwilling to repulse. 

 

“Ever since its founding in 1913, the Fed has described itself as an “independent” agency operated by 

selfless public servants striving to “fine-tune” the economy through monetary policy. In reality, 

however, a non-political governmental institution is as likely as a barking cat.” 



~ Thomas J. DiLorenzo  

 

  

   
  

Dictatorial Socialism, Communism, Or Capitalism are no further from tyranny than a society’s desire 

to have government provide them anything and everything they demand their due. Such a societal form 

can exist when people’s individual capacity to excel and achieve is suppressed.  Societies composed of 

people with a commitment to stark individualism reject centralized planning, dire needs an exception.  



 

“I do not deny the allegation, I deny the allegator.” 

~ Jesse Jackson 

 

   



 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enact legislation or regulations requiring any private business to accept 

collective bargaining organizations. They stand by free markets and limited government. 
 

“Those who take the most from the table, teach contentment. Those for whom the taxes are destined, 

demand sacrifice. Those who eat their fill, speak to the hungry, of wonderful times to come. Those who 

lead the country into the abyss, call ruling difficult, for ordinary folk.” 

~ Bertolt Brecht  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 



~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0554 – (BA) GOVERNING LIKE GANGSTERS 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Wednesday, 

September 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,053,077,984,943. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,561  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,236,,409,188,013. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,795; every citizen $116,657. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth 

Ann From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (GOVERNING LIKE GANGSTERS) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mean we shoul d capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

GOVERNING LIKE GANGSTERS 

King George III ruled like a gangster, look where that got him! 

 

mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com
http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/
mailto:bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9MXg1dmE5Jm5leHQ9aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZiZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbSUyRnAlMkZnb3Zlcm5pbmctbGlrZS1nYW5nc3RlcnMiLCJwIjoxNDU0MjEzMzAsInMiOjEzNDUyNDIsImYiOnRydWUsInUiOjExNjE2NzMyOSwiaWF0IjoxNzE3Nzg0OTEwLCJleHAiOjE3MjAzNzY5MTAsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0wIiwic3ViIjoibGluay1yZWRpcmVjdCJ9.70QDZu32BU6DdKYUUmdbSrmwviDHh_Fn8i5ntThlnh4?
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6-7-2024 

What do gangsters and politicians have in common? 

They both wear nice suits and have security around them. 

They both get rich off of others rather than working and earning their own living. 

If not obeyed, they will both find a way to bend the opposition into submission. 

They both believe they themselves have power over others. 

They will do and say anything to achieve their desired goals, regardless of who 

might be hurt along the way. 

They both have henchmen. 

Upgrade to paid 

George Washington said, “Government is not reason, it is not eloquence-it is 

force! Like fire it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master; never for a 

moment should it be left to irresponsible action.” 

Irresponsible? 

Would that include running a nation into an unsustainable debt? 

Would that include starting and allowing “never-ending” wars? 

Would we consider the mishandling of a pandemic to the point of harming 

young children, who were in little to no real danger from a virus, as 

https://substack.com/@bethanncsctalkradio
https://open.substack.com/pub/bethanncsctalkradio/p/governing-like-gangsters?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.qHbT3VXrpGNuPIF5dR6omWz_Vzb2xyF8A5NEOrpGt7U?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=145421330
https://substack.com/@bethanncsctalkradio
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=1345242&post_id=145421330&utm_source=substack&isFreemail=true&submitLike=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoxMTYxNjczMjksInBvc3RfaWQiOjE0NTQyMTMzMCwicmVhY3Rpb24iOiLinaQiLCJpYXQiOjE3MTc3ODQ5MTAsImV4cCI6MTcyMDM3NjkxMCwiaXNzIjoicHViLTEzNDUyNDIiLCJzdWIiOiJyZWFjdGlvbiJ9.acRzZuG4D9zHTrF4Avt7wo80nq522LejspC1UAfk7BM&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-reaction&r=1x5va9
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irresponsible? Was it irresponsible to shut down businesses and churches 

while allowing mega corporations and liquor stores to remain open? 

Would it be considered irresponsible to refuse proper medical treatment or 

refuse to allow people to make their own health decisions? 

Is it irresponsible to allow an invasion of illegal aliens into our country without 

vetting them? 

Is it irresponsible to allow criminals to go free and continue to wreak havoc, 

murder, rape and other heinous crimes upon the citizens of our nation? 

Do we call this irresponsible, or do we call it tyranny? 

There’s an old expression that states, “The inmates are running the asylum.” It 

truly feels that way today. Taking that into consideration, I believe they are 

governing like gangsters. 

The era of gangsters in New York and Chicago was ended by tough law 

enforcers. Mayor Rudy Giuliani put away many gangsters in his day, but now he 

is the one being persecuted by gangsters in our own government. These 

gangsters are targeting President Trump, Peter Navarro, Steve Bannon, and a 

multitude of others. These government gangsters have threatened any 

American who might agree with and stand with President Donald John Trump. 

We now have political lawfare, the gangsters are abusing the laws and 

“reimagining” justice to suit their own selfish desire for power. As I mentioned in 

my book, The American Crisis Continues: 

“Tyranny is a vicious enemy. Limitless with its tactics to subdue a people 

and conquer their land. Tyranny is cunning and deceitful, never hiding its 

face, just its intentions. Disguised as a do-gooder, Tyranny preys on our 

emotions and uses our own system of governance against us. Tyranny 



changes the rules, amends the contract, ignores the rule of law, spreads 

falsehoods, and sows discord among the people.” 

When Government Gangsters are in charge, the position of leadership becomes 

a pretend presidency. The position becomes nothing more than a walking 

talking, (mumbling-bumbling-stumbling) suit. Like “Weekend at Bernie’s,” the 

person is moved from one event to the other, like a puppet he is told what to 

say, when to say it and of course when to “pause” for clapping. 

When the people’s elections no longer matter, we are being ruled by gangster-

tyrants. A presidential election is the time when We the People choose the 

leader of the Executive branch of our government. In today’s situation it is 

obvious to Americans, and to the world, that Joe Biden is not the man in charge; 

he is nothing more than a pretend president. 

The result of being governed by gangsters is living under tyranny. Gangsters 

govern by tyranny; they will bully, practice extortion and punish their victims by 

severe cruelty. 

The gangsters are labeling citizens as domestic terrorists for practicing 

patriotism, for practicing Christianity, for defending their children at 

schoolboard meetings, for standing up for the lives of the unborn, for believing 

in the Constitutional Republic. These normal moral attributes label you a 

radical, therefore you are a threat to what they call democracy, and you are a 

domestic terrorist. NOTE: Democracy is mob rule, and the gangster mob is 

ruling their way, and their way is tyranny.   

What if the citizens of America classified their government gangsters as 

domestic terrorists? That is truly what should happen for it is who they are! 

Government Gangsters believe themselves to have unlimited power. The rule of 

law is a phrase they throw around, but they do not practice it in their own lives. 

Government Gangsters believe themselves to be above our laws, and they will 



protect their own. We’ve seen this with Hillary Clinton, James Comey, Hunter 

Biden, Joe Biden, Nancy Pelosi, Chuck Schumer and many others. 

Upgrade to paid 

“God forbid, my lords, that there should be a power in this country of 

measuring the civil rights of the subject by his moral character, or by any 

other rule but the fixed laws of the land!...Unlimited power is apt to corrupt 

the minds of those who possess it; and this I know, my lords, that where law 

ends, tyranny begins!” Wiliam Pitt, Earl of Chatham 

“Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered.” Thomas Paine 

Our Founding Fathers new what governing like gangsters felt like, King George III 

ruled as a gangster, believing he owned the world… he was a tyrant. 

…when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 

Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is 

their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new 

Guards for their future security.  (excerpt The Declaration of Independence) 

We’re living in an America that is hardly recognizable. No longer are the 

inalienable rights of the people respected. With the current administrative 

climate it’s easy to blame the democrats and there is great truth in that, but it is 

deeper and more evil than just one political party. 

As American citizens, it is our right and our duty to stand up to the gangster-

tyrants running our government, destroying Liberty, and ruining our nation. 

“Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God!” Thomas Jefferson 

Our Founding Fathers laid out the plan for Liberty; it is up to us to restore Liberty 

in America and Bring America Home©. 

 Join me weekday mornings at: Home - CSC Talk Radio 
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Listen to today’s podcast: podcast Archives - CSC Talk Radio 

Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 
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Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported 

publication. To receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a 

free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth 

Segment. For the full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  
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Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0553 – To Pay Public Debt 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“It ain’t so much what a man doesn’t know that causes him so many problems, but what he knows that 

ain’t so.” 

~ Will Rogers  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Wednesday, 

September 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,053,077,984,943. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,561  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,236,,409,188,013. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,795; every citizen $116,657. 

 

“To take what there is, and use it, without waiting forever in vain for the preconceived – to dig deep 

into the actual and get something out of it – this doubtless is the right way to live.” 

~ Henry James  

 

mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com
http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
Those Of “Us, the American People” who are apprehensive about America’s mounting debt should 

not be. Not if two media contributors have their proverbial ducks io a financial row.  Writers in question 

maintain, for example, popularly used GDP/Debt ratio does not mean America is on brink of financial 

rack and ruin.  Writers point out GDP is short term, whereas America’s national debt is long-term. 

 

“The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose.” 

~ Shakespeare  

 

 
Conducting A Financial Analysis/Assessment on “Our, the American People’s” government is no 

small chore. Writers in question note, for example, taxing America’s top 1.0% of wealth owners at 10% 

one time would reduce America’s federal debt by about one-sixth.  Writers point out America’s 

wealthiest, in contrast, are taxed lightly.  America’s wealthiest are oft singled out for having excess. 

 

“Men are most apt to believe what they least understand.” 

~ Montaigne  

 



 
“We, the American People” would be smart to consider money owed by America’s government, no 

matter to whom, as part and parcel debt.  While writers in question maintain America is far from 

financial trouble because of long term debt versus short term GDP comparison.  We would also be 

smart to stop looking at Americans who have atypically valuable portfolios as cash cows to pay debts. 

 

“When a well-packaged web of lies has been sold gradually to the masses over generations, the truth 

will seem utterly preposterous and its speaker a raving lunatic.” 

~ Dresden James  

 

 
Government Debt, Regardless Tally or to whom owed, comes about because government spends more 

than it takes in.   Ordinary people can only borrow as much money a lender figures a borrower is able 

to repay.  Debt-to-income ratio is a common consideration.  Ordinary people can’t increase their income 

by demanding their income. be increased.  Government, in contrast, can raise taxes to pay public debt. 

 



“I have thought that a man of tolerable abilities may work great changes if he first forms a good plan 

and makes the execution of that same plan his whole study and business.” 

~ Benjamin Franklin  

 

 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to define or limit their 10th Amendment powers beyond Constitutional 

constraint.  They exercise self-government to preserve their liberty. 
 

“For all the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these, “It might have been!”” 

~ John Greenleaf Whittier  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
It ain’t so much what a man doesn’t know that causes him so many problems, but what he knows that ain’t so. – Will Rogers  
To take what there is, and use it, without waiting forever in vain for the preconceived – to dig deep into the actual and get something out of it – this 

doubtless is the right way to live. – Henry James  

The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose. – Shakespeare  
Men are most apt to believe what they least understand. – Montaigne  

mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com


When a well-packaged web of lies has been sold gradually to the masses over generations, the truth will seem utterly preposterous and its speaker a raving 
lunatic. – Dresden James  

I have thought that a man of tolerable abilities may work great changes if he first forms a good plan and makes the execution of that same plan his whole 

study and business. – Benjamin Franklin  
For all the sad words of tongue or pen, the saddest are these, “It might have been!” – John Greenleaf Whittier  
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Real Clear Politics 

 
28.9K Followers 

David Brooks: Progressive Democrats have "big ideas," mainstream Democrats don't have an agenda 

Story by Ian Schwartz 
 • 23h •  Saturday, Seprember 5th, 2026  

 

PBS NEWSHOUR: David Brooks of The Atlantic and Jonathan Capehart of MS NOW join Geoff Bennett to discuss the week in politics, including the 
president's influence over the midterm elections and how Democrats are campaigning. 

GEOFF BENNETT, PBS NEWSHOUR: And, David, Republicans won in 2024 in part by promising to bring prices down. Two years later, affordability 

is still a major concern. Of course, now you have got the war in Iran. How difficult is it for the GOP to tell voters, just stay the course? 
DAVID BROOKS, THE ATLANTIC: It's pretty difficult. The country has not been happy with where the country is going for a long time. The Democrats 

have made it so much -- a little easier by all these DSA candidates in states like Michigan. 

But I have to say, when I look at the Democratic side, I do see the more -- the more progressive sides, they are campaigning ardently to win, and they have 
big ideas. When I look at the mainstream establishment Democrats, I think they have one really good policy which they're talking about, which is the 

abundance agenda to change some of the regulation on how to make it more affordable so there's more house-building. 

But they don't have much beyond that. And what they don't have is what mainstream Democrats used to have, which is a growth agenda, an economic 
growth agenda. We're going to need a lot more new jobs because A.I. is going to disrupt a lot of jobs. We need to produce new ones. And the Democrats 

do not have an agenda about that. 

And then finally, frankly, with the exception of Rahm Emanuel, they are not talking about education. And test scores are collapsing. They're collapsing 
especially in blue states. The red states are doing better in education than the blue states. And Joe Biden did not have an education agenda. Kamala Harris 

did not have an education agenda. 
And I don't see too many Democrats having an education agenda, with the exception, I guess, of Rahm Emanuel. And so these are areas where the 

mainstream Democrats are not really being as aggressive on policy terms as the more progressive. 
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"A house divided cannot stand" emphasizes that internal conflict or division within any group, organization, or nation undermines its stability 

and survival. 

Biblical Origin 

The phrase originates from the Bible, appearing in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Jesus used it in response to the Pharisees’ accusation that He 

cast out demons by Satan’s power. He argued that “every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided 

against itself will not stand” (Matthew 12:25) to illustrate that internal conflict destroys unity and effectiveness, whether in a household, city, or 
kingdom BibleGateway.com+2. The principle extends beyond religious context, highlighting the importance of congruency and cooperation in any 

endeavor GotQuestions.org+1. 
Moral and Practical Implications 

The teaching underscores that success relies on unity. In daily life, whether in families, organizations, or governments, infighting or conflicting goals 

weakens the structure and impairs outcomes. The Bible reinforces this idea, warning against double-mindedness (James 1:8) and urging believers to 
avoid divisions (1 Corinthians 1:10; Romans 16:17) to maintain stability and shared purpose GotQuestions.org+1. 

Historical Usage: Abraham Lincoln 

Abraham Lincoln famously invoked this phrase in his 1858 "House Divided" speech, warning that the United States could not endure permanently half 
slave and half free. He used the biblical metaphor to highlight the dangers of a nation split by irreconcilable differences, emphasizing that internal 

division threatens the survival of any political or social system abrahamlincolnonline.org. Lincoln’s speech resonated with the public and underscored the 

moral and practical necessity of unity in governance. 
Modern Relevance 

The concept remains relevant today. Internal conflicts in communities, political parties, or institutions can lead to dysfunction, instability, and even 

violence. Recent examples include political polarization and attacks on public figures, illustrating that division within a society or organization can 

have serious consequences for both people and structures stanfordreview.org. The principle encourages cooperation, dialogue, and shared purpose to 

maintain stability and effectiveness. 
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In summary, "a house divided cannot stand" is a timeless warning that unity is essential for survival and success, whether in spiritual, social, or political 
contexts. It calls for resolving conflicts, aligning goals, and fostering cohesion to prevent collapse. 

 

PI2026 #0552 – Further Liberty Throughout Diversity 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“And now that the legislators and do gooders have futilely inflicted so many systems upon society, may 

they finally end where they should have begun: May they reject all systems. And try liberty …” 

~ Frederic Bastiat  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

September 4th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$39,867,640,326,058. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,008  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  140%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 30,615,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 39,909,952,422,990. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $359,714; every citizen $115,851. 

 

“None can stand aside with unconcern; the interests of everyone hangs on the results. Whether he 

chooses or not, every man is drawn into the greatest historical struggle, the decisive battle into which 

our epoch has plunged us.” 

~ Ludwig von Mises  

 

 
A House Divided Cannot Stand.  An adage around a long time.  AI’s COPILOT claims phrase is of 

Biblical origin.  Could be cause for not a few deep thinkers to dismiss its pertinence out of hand.  “Our, 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


the American People’s media has an article floating about – written by a well known Canadian-born 

American author, outlasts, and political/cultural commentator who has it Democrats are in disarray.  

 

“If our country is to survive and prosper, we must summon the courage to condemn and reject the 

liberal agenda, and we had better do it soon.” 

~ Walter E. Williams 

 

 
Odds Are, Historically, America’s Congressional party in power loses seats in mid term elections.  

Odds bearing out, President Donald J, Trump and his GOP Congressional legislators will not be in 

majority once Election 2026 tallies are known. “We, the American People” do not stand to benefit from 

Election 2026, no matter who has Congressional majority, if we do not solidify self-government. 

 

“I think we need to find out why the citizens of the world’s wealthiest, most envied, most powerful 

country are so cynical, so distressed, so angry, so ticked of about so many things.” 

~ William J. Bennett.  

 



 
Free Society Self-Government Is Tricky.  Self-government extends equal opportunity for socio-

economic success to one and to all.  Socio-cultural diversity presents self-government with a challenge 

of accommodating cultural diversity when there are segments of such diversity intent on - if not 

eradicating – suppressing aspirations of competing segments.   Not easy when cultural values collide. 

 

“If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face – forever.” 

~ George Orwell 

 



 
Political And Religious Ends, When Etched in people’s personal attitudes, values, and beliefs (PAVB) 

can foster rife bloodletting.  Even when bloodletting ceases (typically temporarily) PAVB ill will and 

resentment stick around, sometimes centuries.  If post-Election 2026 socio-economic tranquility is to 

prevail in America, it will be up to “Us, the American People” to further Liberty throughout diversity.  

 

“Not only can no one predict the future, we don’t understand the present – and there isn’t even any  

certainty about the past.” 

~ Harry Browne  

 

 
People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
 

“A man who walks down the centre line of a road risks getting hit from both sides.” 

~ Alexander Ziatanovic  

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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