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PI2026 #0604 – Defined By Regulatory Oversight 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“A people incapable of protecting themselves will lose their rights as a free people, becoming either 

servile dependents of the state or of the criminal predators who are their de facto masters.” 

~ Robert Cottrol 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  

Friday, 

October 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,091,468,391,858. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,676  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  126%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 32,490,15,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,180,449,682,332. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $360,795; every citizen $116,780. 

 
 

“The most basic question is not what is best, but who shall decide what is best.” 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

http://letsgofirstclass.com/
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

There’s A Simple Test to every claim for affordability.  Was it made cheaper or is someone else paying? 

A media writer tells “Us, the American People” to apply such test to every democrat claim they will 

make living more affordable when they are voted into office.  Sundry media articles claim GEN Z are 

falling [prey to ‘socialism affordability’ illusion. Quality costs, be it for hamburgers or for health care. 

 

“The illegal drug trade is the financial engine that fuels many terrorist organizations around the world, 

including Osama bin Laden.” 

~ Dennis Hastert 



 

  
 

  
 

“Our, the American People’s” representative Constitutional republic governmental form is, 

economically speaking, capitalism not totally removed from socialism. Socialism, in its purist form, 

consists of public ownership of production.  Capitalism, by comparison, amounts to complete private 

ownership over production.  Whether capitalistic or socialistic is defined by regulatory oversight. 



 

“It is the fundamental theory of all the more recent American law … that the average citizen is half-

witted, and hence not to be trusted to either his own devices or his own thoughts.” 

~ H. L. Mencken 

 

  
 

  
 

Whether America Shall Be Capitalistic or socialistic is for “Us, the American People,” a sovereign 

citizenry, to decide.  How we decide will come down to how many of us, as voters, opt for greater or 

lesser legislative-regulatory control over our economy.   It would be fair to predict those who find 

themselves less able to compete will opt for more government control.  Competitors want open season. 

 

“Most people want security in this world, not liberty.” 

~ H.L. Mencken 

 



   
 

  
 

Not Too Much Of A Stretch to say every voter would, if every voter could, control Election 2026 

outcome(s).  More than Congressional control is at stake.  It would be smart for us to bear in mind 

when we vote we vote for how our neighbor’s life is to be controlled.  And, our neighbor votes for how 

our life shall be controlled.  By people neither we nor our neighbor may have ever met. Vote wisely. 

 

“For the average American, freedom of speech is simply the freedom to repeat what everyone else is 

saying and no more.” 

~ Gore Vidal 

 



  
 

  
 

People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to overrule Commonwealth/State (10th Amendment) Sovereignty as 



determined and defined by citizens of those respective Commonwealths and States.  They dismiss and 

recall elected leaders who put them at risk. 

 

“Contrary to popular opinion, the Constitution was not – and is not – a grant of rights to the citizenry. 

Instead, the Constitution is a “barbed-wire entanglement” designed to interfere with, restrict, and 

impede government officials in the exercise of political power.” 

~ Jacob Hornberger1  

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0603 – Would Pale In Comparison 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“Give a good man great powers and crooks grab his job.” 

~ Rick Gaber  

(Public Domain-Sourced Images) 

Friday, 

October 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

http://www.fff.org/comment/ed1101h.asp
mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com
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US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,091,468,391,858. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,676  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  126%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 32,490,15,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,180,449,682,332. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $360,795; every citizen $116,780. 

 

“Politicians, like bombers, seldom see their victims.” 

~ Donald Boudreaux  

 

 
Odds Are, Historically, “Our, the American People’s” GOP will lose Congressional seats in coming 

Election 2026.  President Donald J. Trump will have an uphill battle getting much of anything done 

during his last two years if Election 2026 bears history out.  Affordability and Iran conflict are two 

headwinds he’ll have to face.  By comparison, President Donald J’s vetoes are likely to stand. 

 

“For those looking for security, be forewarned that there’s nothing more insecure than a political 

promise.” 

~ Harry Browne  

 

 
Whether “We, the American People” will fare well from Election 2026 remains to be seen.  It will 

likely be a matter of opinion in any case.  Our elections, by and large, tend to little more than decide 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


who among legislators will decide how much of our property Z(wealth) is to be confiscated and how 

much our choice (Liberty) will be restricted. With luck, we may be faced with Congressional gridlock. 

 

“Patrick Henry did not say, “Give me absolute safety or give me death.”” 

~ John Stossel 

 

 
It Would Be Smart For “Us, the American People” to be clear on why people seek legislative office. 

Their motives can be taken from their campaign rhetoric as regards their motives for seeking office. 

Former President Barack Obama was a good example when he, upon becoming president-elect, said 

‘we are days from fundamentally transforming America.’ We are still fighting over such transformation. 

 

“The Declaration, after all, catalogued the assaults on our freedoms committed by Britain’s King 

George III. What has been built up over the last two and a quarter centuries is a structure that dwarfs 

George III’s regime.” 

~ K.E. Grubbs, Jr 

 

 
Patient Protection And Affordable Care Act of March 2010 (PPACA/Obamacare) is part of President 

Obama’s transformation agenda.  PPACA/Obamacare legislated roughly 14% of our economy. Whether 

good or bad remains a matter of contentious debate.  Election 2026 portends to test our thirst for even 

larger transformation, namely, adopting socialism. PPACA/Obamacare would pale in comparison.  

 



“Our country’s founders cherished liberty, not democracy.” 

~ US House Congressional Resolution 48 “A Republic; not a Democracy”, sponsored by Ron 

Paul, 3/6/01. 

 

 
People Expecting To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to give quarter to, offer sanctuary to, or negotiate with terrorists.  They 

dismiss elected leaders who put them at risk. 
 

“There’s no greater service to this country than the defense of its freedom.” 

~ Senator Barry Goldwater 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 



 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0602 – (BA) More Questions Than Answers 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“As citizens, we all have an obligation to intervene and become involved - it’s the citizen who 

changes things.” 

~     Jose Saramago 

Friday, 

October 9th, 2026 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,091,468,391,858. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  

///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,676  ///   Debt as % 

of GDP  126%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 32,490,15,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,180,449,682,332. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $360,795; every citizen $116,780. 

 

AAH Reader (<bethanncsctalkradio@substack.com>) Circulates Periodic perspectives under “Beth 

Ann From Beyond the Microphone.” Commentary (More Questions Than Answers) below.   

 

AAH Considers Beth Ann’s Observations on point in “Our, the American People’s” clash with those 

who would undermine Liberty. 

 

Please Help Spread Beth Ann’s message far and wide. 

 

Liberty Relies On Strength in numbers. 
Perhaps we are late, but that doesn’t mean we shoul d capitulate.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more 
 

More Questions Than Answers 

In America, we have the power to stop the governance of envy from tearing 

down our Constitutional Republic. 
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I don’t claim to always have the correct answers, but I hope I at least have the correct 

questions. 

I titled today’s radio program, “Going Astray; Political Progress or Prideful Destruction.” I 

was inspired by an article I read this morning, “The Terrible Twos” by Spyridon Andrews. It 

is a great article, as Andrews brings history to the present. 

Have you ever had an accident and said, “That’s gonna leave a mark?” What we see 

happening in America is leaving a mark! What that final mark will be is up to Americans; 

We the People! 

Will we ignore history and embrace the utopian lies of the Marxist-Islamist-

democrats? 

Last week, I read an article about James Talarico’s church and his 83-year-old lesbian 

pastor, her description alone raised a warning flag. Something his pastor, Rev. Babs Miller 

said has left me puzzled or curious. She made the statement that if you were to ask her 

congregation if they viewed themselves as agnostic, atheist or Christian, the majority 

would say agnostic and then atheist; the least of her congregation would claim 

Christianity. So it isn’t surprising then that James Talarico hates Christianity. St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church, with a lesbian pastor is no longer a Christian Evangelical church; 

they do not try to reach others for Jesus Christ. 

In 1 John 4:1-6 NIV scripture warns us about such churches; false teachers. 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can 

recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already 

in the world. You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one 

who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. They are from the world and 

therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from 

https://substack.com/redirect/d2a65d0e-5e2a-4d3e-b9f7-14abe0411b92?j=eyJ1IjoiMXg1dmE5In0.ZICRn1FWgKF8PwUQAX3XBq5UVfVq28Qby9SUSPU0FD8


God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to 

us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Those who might, however, claim to be Christian in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church are 

ignorant of the scriptures. Unfortunately, we have lots of “feel-good-in-your-sin” 

churches in many of our communities across America. 

My question, however, if you are an agnostic or an atheist why do you even bother 

going to a church? 

Some might say, and there is truth to it, that they attend a church for “political prestige” 

purposes. I would like to believe that these folks are trying to fill the void in their hearts, 

which is missing without Jesus. I’m still mulling this over – I think it’s deeper than just 

politics. A feel-good gospel where they teach love accepts all sin, is a gospel, in reality, 

that condemns the sinner eternally. Preaching a feel good-love-all-accept-all-sin, needs 

no Savior, therefore they reject the deity of Christ Jesus, and they see no need for 

repentance, or grace; they have no understanding of God’s mercy. “Comfortable in your 

sin,” is not a good place to be. 

Why does voting history show that Evangelical Christians are the least likely to vote? 

Attendees of those anti-gospel, anti-constitution, and anti-God’s laws-churches, are pro-

communistic-ideology, and they will vote. And if they win, they well suck your children and 

grandchildren into their slavery snare of Marxism and radical Islam. 

If these candidates preaching and teaching Marxism are successful, the mark they will 

leave on America is the same mark such governance has left in every nation it has 

captured; chaos, violence, destruction, hunger, death and absolute despotism: Tyranny! 

Upgrade to paid 

Have we, in America, completely gone astray? 

If you are an American Evangelical Christian and you do not vote in American elections, 

you are not honoring our forefathers who came to this continent to escape religious 

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9iZXRoYW5uY3NjdGFsa3JhZGlvLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_.DnUXK9Upp9c9Y4KdhBZiOmzeXzi0ZZxGodoMfKEdMtU?&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscribe-widget&utm_content=219004278


persecution. You are not putting God first by thinking you are not “of this world.” We are in 

this world and in America we have a say in our governing. 

Do you believe God created all men (and women) equal? 

Do you believe we are endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights; Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness? 

If you choose not to vote, how does that honor God? 

God tells us how to choose our leaders. 

“But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who 

hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and 

tens.” Exodus 18: 21 NIV 

“Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Proverbs 16:18 

KJV 

I have linked the article by Spyridon Andrews. I encourage you to read it and understand, in 

America, we have the power to stop this governance of envy from tearing down our 

Constitutional Republic. It is the obligation of all, especially Evangelical Christians, to Pray 

and then pick up your sword of righteousness and fight!... fight with your vote! 

Bring America Home© 
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Support CSC Talk Radio by supporting my sponsors! 
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R-CALF USA 
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Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment is a reader-supported publication. To 

receive new posts and support my work, consider becoming a free or paid subscriber. 

Upgrade to paid 

You're currently a free subscriber to Beyond the Microphone - The Fifth Segment. For the 

full experience, upgrade your subscription. 
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Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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PI2026 #0601 – By A Few Votes 

ASK A HORSE 

Http://letsgofirstclass.com 

“Truth is not determined by majority vote.” 

~ Doug Gwyn  

(Liberty Over License) 

“When freedom prevails, the ingenuity and inventiveness of people creates incredible wealth. This is the source 

of the natural improvement of the human condition.” 

~ Brian S. Wesbury 

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  

Friday, 

October 9th, 2026 
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Liberty Lovers,     

 

US-debt-clock.com Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$$40,091,468,391,858. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760,  ///  Interest 

Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $$119,676  ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  126%   ///   GDP Of United States: $ 32,490,15,743,000,000. ///   United States 

Population 347,508,058.  Read more at: https://comodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 40,180,449,682,332. - Every 8merican Taxpayer Now “Owes” 

The (federal) State" $360,795; every citizen $116,780. 

 

 
 

“To make laws that man cannot, and will not obey, serves to bring all law into contempt.” 

~ Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


  
 

  
 

Two-And-A-Half Centuries Short and deeper in debt.  Media have a video in circulation telling “Us, the 

American People” how America’s federal government works by having a triumvirate style government 



organization with checks and balances ostensibly designed to keep any one leader from becoming too powerful.  

America’s school system should be driving home how government works. 

 

“To be governed … is to be watched, inspected, directed, indoctrinated, numbered, estimated, regulated, 

commanded, controlled, law-driven, preached at, spied upon, censured, checked, valued, enrolled – by creatures 

who have neither the right, nor the wisdom, nor the virtue to do so.” 

~ Pierre-Joseph Proudhon  

 

  



 

   
 

Video In Circulation Is Introduced by pointing out how it is “Our, the American People’s” president has so 

much power but 535 Congressional legislators can keep America’s presidents from running amok and causing 

havoc in our socio-economic way of life.  America’s federal government and government at all levels, has a 

fourth branch if America’s sovereign citizenry will step up and use it. 

 

“There seems to be an attitude that government ownership of land is good as long as you call it “open space” … 

All it is is socialism.” 

~ Douglas Bruce 



 

  
 

  
 

America’s Fourth Branch Of Government is America’s sovereign citizenry – it’s power of self-government.  

Self-government is only as powerful as it’s holders are ready and willing to use it. “We, the American People” 

live in a country with prolific, strongly held diverse opinions.  America’s elections do not produce 

overwhelmingly majorities. Legislative controlstypically held by a few votes. 

 

“Statism survives by looting; a free country survives by production.” 



~ Ayn Rand  

 

   
 

  
 

American Elections Are Held Under Strident candidate competition.   Candidates inundate voters with promises 

to meet every voter’s expectation of cornucopias of benefits from public coffers and policies candidates proclaim 

only they – not their opponents - can deliver.  Election winners all but never deliver as promised.  Voters are left 

waiting for another election.  Self-government is a remedy left fallow. 

 

“The “private sector” of the economy is, in fact, the voluntary sector; and…the “public sector” is, in fact, the 

coercive sector.” 

~ Henry Hazlitt  

 



   
 

  
 

People Deliberate To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These United 

States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold free markets. 
  

“Americans have the mistaken viewpoint that Lady Liberty is only a peacetime luxury who is ill-equipped to 

fight the nasties.” 

~ Mary Ruwart 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

"I gave my life for freedom -- This I know; For those who bade me fight had told me so." 

~ William Norman Ewer 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

“A limited government is a contradiction in terms.” 

~ Robert LeFevre, The Fundamentals of Liberty 

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

http://www.lp.org/lpnews/0112/ruwart.html


Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to ‘fact-check’ 

AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to take AAH commentaries 

to task.  Please forward comments to mailto:askahorse@letsgofirstclass.com. 
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