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PI2024 #1380 – For Unlimited, Unquestioned Power   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"It is hard to imagine a more stupid or more dangerous way of making decisions than by putting those 

decisions in the hands of people who pay no price for being wrong." 

~ Thomas Sowell 
Saturday, 

December 28th, 2024 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,164,884,195,175. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,517 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.30%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,254,749,433,662. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $271,790; every citizen $107,103. 
  

"What is ominous is the ease with which some people go from saying that they don't like something to 

saying that the government should forbid it. When you go down that road, don't expect freedom to 

survive very long." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

 
America’s Days Are Numbered.  America’s days ae numbered up to Inauguration Day 2025. No sooner 

will President-to-be Donald J. Trump complete his oath swearing him in as America’s President, than 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


America will writhe in Her death throes. Never-ending media articles forecast hopeless gloom and 

doom due Donald J. Trump taking America’s reins mean “We, the American People” are forever lost. 

 

"The most basic question is not what is best, but who shall decide what is best." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

 
A Later Article Foreboding America’s Ruin deals with a writer’s warning for “Us, the American 

People” to avoid falling into a trap President-to-be Donald J. Trump has sprung on Americans – and 

unsuspecting people everywhere – with polished deception and distraction.  Typifying Donald J.’s 

craftiness was Donald J. joining President Joe Biden to call for a peaceful, orderly transition of power. 

 

"There is nothing so bad that politics cannot make it worse." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

 
Article Writer’s Message Is President-to-be Donald J. Trump will show his true colors as President 

Donald J. Trump when his contempt for American style freedom will come through. Lies, subterfuge, 

all manner of attacks on people’s rights, no tolerance for opposing views, waves of incarceration for 

those who appear in any way to resent or resist Donald J.’s quest for unlimited, unquestioned power. 



 

 "The welfare state is the oldest con game in the world. First you take people's money away quietly, 

and then you give some of it back to them flamboyantly." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

 
“We, the American People,” those of us inclined to see conspiracy under every bed, lurking in every 

cranny, would do well to consider just how much of an effort it would take for Doanld J. Trump – or 

any power-intoxicated would-be dictator to undermine America’s independent core.  If nothing else, 

we’d come together with our hundreds-of-millions personal firearms and rain torrential freedom. 

 

"If politicians were serious about day care for children, instead of just sloganizing about it, nothing 

they could do would improve the quality of child care more than by lifting the heavy burden of taxation 

that forces so many families to have both parents working." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

 



People Intending To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to subsidize private enterprise with public money.  They uphold fiscal 

responsibility, limited government, and free markets. 
  

"If politicians were serious about day care for children, instead of just sloganizing about it, nothing 

they could do would improve the quality of child care more than by lifting the heavy burden of taxation 

that forces so many families to have both parents working." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2024 #1379 – Can Kick Them Out 

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

(Images courtesy an AAH reader - D)  
"The strength and power of despotism consists wholly in the fear of resistance." 

~ Thomas Paine 
Saturday, 

December 28th, 2024 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,164,884,195,175. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,517 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.30%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 



(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,254,749,433,662. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $271,790; every citizen $107,103. 

 

 
"Every age and generation must be as free to act for itself, in all cases, as the ages and generations 

which preceded it." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

   

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 

  
 

There Is No Letup On Media reports of threats against “Our, the American People’s” rights once 

President-to-be Donald J. Trump becomes President Trump, and his Administration begins takeover of 

all institutionalized measures keeping Americans safe from dictatorial presidential administrations. Our 

very ability to breathe could be tightened so there is no chance our desire to resist could be carried out. 

 

"When men yield up the privilege of thinking, the last shadow of liberty quits the horizon." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 



   
 

    
 

Media Point Out Two Pending bills America’s GOP-controlled Congress will try passing when GOP 

legislators are handed Senate and House gavels, come 2025. Measures are American Confidence in 

Elections (ACE) Act and the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act.  These are 

said, by critics to them GOP voting control so opposition voting will have less rejection impact. 
 



"The most fundamental fact about the ideas of the political left is that they do not work. Therefore we 

should not be surprised to find the left concentrated in institutions where ideas do not have to work in 

order to survive." 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 

  
 

  
 

“We, the American People” who recognize America’s government is powerless to do much of 

anything without our, sovereign citizenry, turning our collective thumps upward, are not likely to feel 

as threatened as those voters and prospective voters who think America’s government is all-powerful 

since we make it so by voting legislators in office.  We vote them in, can kick them out if we stand tall. 

 

"Liberals seem to assume that, if you don't believe in their particular political solutions, then you don't 

really care about the people that they claim to want to help." 



~ Thomas Sowell 

 

  
 

   
 

‘Bad’ Government Is Thrust on “Us, the American People” because we let bad government be thrust 

on us.  Out frustration over ‘bad’ government is thrust on us because we do not, in strong enough 

numbers, converge on our legislative offices with pitchforks gleaming, and make it clear they 

(legislators) turn bad legislation good, or, we will turn bad legislators out to not-so-green pastures. 

 

"If you have been voting for politicians who promise to give you goodies at someone else's expense, 

then you have no right to complain when they take your money and give it to someone else, including 

themselves." 

~ Thomas Sowell 



 

   
 

  
 

People Dedicated To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to enter into contracts with collective bargaining units.  They preclude 

government from eroding their assets through property confiscation. 
 

"No matter how disastrously some policy has turned out, anyone who criticizes it can expect to hear: 

'But what would you replace it with?' When you put out a fire, what do you replace it with?" 

~ Thomas Sowell 

 



 
 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 



ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

PI2024 #1378 – We Hesitate To Help  Aggression memes  

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

“When men yield up the privilege of thinking, the last shadow of liberty quits the horizon.” 

~ Thomas Paine 
Saturday, 

December 28th, 2024 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,164,884,195,175. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,517 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.30%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,254,749,433,662. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $271,790; every citizen $107,103. 

 

"He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he 

violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

 
Media Report Fallout Over “Our, the American People’s” President Joe Biden’s clemency heyday is 

not quieting.  Planting suspicion’s seeds, one can only wonder if President Joe might have been 

motivated by Pope Francis’s supplication all federal death row prisoner sentences be commuted.  Only 

just, undoubtedly, in His Holiness view of dealing with transgressions.  By his positional authority. 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


"The danger to which the success of revolutions is most exposed, is that of attempting them before the 

principles on which they proceed, and the advantages to result from them, are sufficiently seen and 

understood." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

 
How It Is “We, the American People,” people anywhere, ought defer to a third party when crime and 

punishment are at hand, is a bit quizzical.  Why they aggressed would not be justified in making sole 

decision if they who aggressed ought be treated in some manner for their transgression gives cause to 

pause.  How a judge, for example, can be expected to serve up fairness for another’s harm is dubious. 

 

"Society is produced by our wants, and government by our wickedness; the former promotes our 

happiness positively by uniting our affections, the latter negatively by restraining our vices. The one 

encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions. The first is a patron, the last a punisher.” 

~  Thomas Paine 

 

 
It Is Not For “Us, the American People” to take law into our hands. ‘T is not for anyone. So go more-

or-less accepted ideas of who gets to inflict penalty of law, who doesn’t.  One could argue not being 



able to take law into one’s hands is tantamount to being not allowed to defend one’s self against 

aggression. ‘Non-violence no matter situations’ advocates might be inclined to disagree adamantly. 

 

"Give to every other human being every right that you claim for yourself - that is my doctrine." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

 
Fear Of Legal Reprisal May Well motivate people to refrain from, say, coming to rescue when a person 

is attacked.   For, if a perpetrator were found not guilty in a court of law, then they who rendered help 

could be considered guilty of assault on a person found not guilty.  Sorry lot we are, to allow they 

unable to defend against assault be assaulted because we hesitate to help they who are defenseless. 

 

"Need we any other proof of their wretched management, than the excess of debts and taxes with which 

every nation groans, and the quarrels into which they have precipitated the world?" 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

 
People Hankering To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators – or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to cause any citizen to be drawn into an obligation to assume responsibility 

for public debt for reasons other than to defend these United States.  They forbid government from 

putting them at financial risk. 
 

"It is the duty of the patriot to protect his country from its government." 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 



• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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PI2024 #1377 – No Obligation To Allow   

ASK A HORSE 

(Liberty Over License)  

"Never was so much false arithmetic employed on any subject, as that which has been employed to 

persuade nations that it is in their interest to go to war." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 
Saturday, 

December 28th, 2024 

 

Liberty Lovers,     

 

U.S.A. Debt Clock Tallies (U.S. National Debt at $$ 29,164,884,195,175. Read more at: 

https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. Interest Payments Per Year $ 227,417,880,760  
///  Interest Payments Per Second  $7,211  /// National Debt Per Citizen $88,517 ///   Debt as % of 

GDP  139.30%   ///   GDP Of United States  $ 20,937,000,000,000   ///   United States 

Population 329,484,123Read more at: https://commodity.com/data/usa/debt-clock/. 

(www.usdebtclock.org has National Debt @ $$ 36,254,749,433,662. - Every American Taxpayer Now 

“Owes” The (federal) State" $271,790; every citizen $107,103. 

 

"I had rather be shut up in a very modest cottage with my books, my family and a few old friends, 

dining on simple bacon, and letting the world roll on as it liked, than to occupy the most splendid post, 

which any human power can give." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

http://www.usdebtclock.org/


 
“Our, the American People’s” ever-alert media circulated an article reporting a state governor’s action 

to fine an energy company for contamination/pollution clean-up. Article notes it will be consumers 

footing clean-up bill, not energy company in question.  Consumers foot bill anytime government 

requires resource use in meeting compliance. There is no other money.  Consumers pay for all.  All. 

 

"[T]he flames kindled on the Fourth of July 1776, have spread over too much of the globe to be 

extinguished by the feeble engines of despotism; on the contrary, they will consume these engines and 

all who work them." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 

 

 
“We, the American People” would do well, whenever government flag-wavers strut about telling one 

and all they (government flag-wavers) are making sure greedy people pay their fair share or they 

government flag-wavers) are holding irresponsible business owners’ feet to proverbial accountability 

fires, it is always consumers who ante up for all costs.  Boils down to whose pocket shall be picked. 

 

"I tolerate with utmost latitude the right of others to differ with me in opinion without imputing to them 

criminality. I know too well all the weaknesses and uncertainty of human reason to wonder at its 

different results." 

~ Thomas Jefferson 



 

 
It Would Be More Helpful and less costly to consumers – to everyone – if government zealots, in their 

effort to assure public safety and environmental protection, were to set preventative standards and 

related tests, than to take after-fact corrective action.  Never enough time to do it right, always enough 

time to do it over.  It would be reasonable for “Us, the American People” to compel government so do. 

 

"The most awful tyranny is that of the proximate utopia where the last sins are currently being 

eliminated and where, tomorrow, there will be no sins because all the sinners have been wiped out." 

~ Thomas Merton 

 

 
Government, In Government’s View, can never be too big, can never have too much control over 

property (wealth and choice (Liberty).  We can surmise Pope and president (cleric and legislator), along 

with magistrate, seek control – lawful control – to keep society from running rampant over society. 

Even if so, a sovereign citizenry, grounded in Liberty, has no obligation to allow government control. 

 

"Better to dwell in freedom's hall, 

With a cold damp floor and mouldering wall, 

Than bow the head and bend the knee 

In the proudest palace of slaverie." 

~ Thomas Moore 

 



 
People Determined To Live In Liberty do not allow legislators - or other public officials within These 

United States of America, to infringe upon Americans’ Bill-of-Rights protections; nor do they allow 

culpability for another person’s behavior to be ascribed to their freedom to exercise their rights.  They 

uphold Constitutional safeguards without equivocation. 
 

“He that would make his own liberty secure, must guard even his enemy from opposition; for if he 

violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach himself.” 

~ Thomas Paine 

 

Think it Through, See It Through 

• It’s your property, not “State” property.  

Let Freedom Ring – Abolish Direct Taxation 

Require Citizen-Controlled Taxation  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Len Ritchey 

“Nothing is more difficult, and therefore more precious, than to be able to decide.” 

~ Napoleon Bonaparte 

“No tendency is quite so strong in human nature as the desire to lay down rules of conduct for other 

people.” 

~   President Taft 

 

ASK A HORSE commentaries are considered public domain information. Visitors are welcome to 

‘fact-check’ AAH commentary content and use commentaries as they like.  Visitors are welcome to 

take AAH commentaries to task.  Please forward comments to askahorse@letsgofisrtclass.com. 
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